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Study Away Guide 
 

Preparing for a McGill Study Away 
 
Studying away at another university is a wonderful opportunity, the benefits of which can go far beyond 
academic learning. It can enrich your undergraduate education by enabling you to develop broader 
perspectives in your fields of study, enhance skills in cross-cultural communication and critical thinking 
applicable to your everyday life. It also can provide you with a chance for personal growth and enhance 
your employment possibilities. The following steps will assist you in preparing for a successful study 
away experience. 
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Step 1 – Set a goal   
 
There are many reasons why students pursue study away opportunities. Have you given any thought as 
to what you wish to gain from this experience? Setting a goal is the starting point for planning a 
successful study away experience. Reflect on the goals listed below to assist you in thinking about what 
you would like to achieve by studying away. 
 

• Learn a new language, experience  a new culture and gain a global perspective 
• Experience a different system of education in order to expand your knowledge and interests 
• Benefit academically by taking courses that may be taught from a different perspective 
• Explore future educational opportunities at another university 
• Broaden your horizons, travel internationally and build connections 
• Add an international experience to your resume   
• Enrich your personal development 

 

 
 
Do any of these goals resonate with you? Before you make a final decision, carefully consider your 
personal goals and think about the duration of your study away experience. Can you achieve your 
goal(s) by taking a course at another university during the summer? Do you feel that studying away for 
an entire term would be more beneficial? Studying away for an entire academic term will require more 
research and involve many more complexities. If your goal requires flexibility, taking a course in the 
summer at another university will allow you the freedom to travel and explore. 
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Questions to consider 
 
Making a solid plan is time-consuming, but it is well worth the effort! A well-researched plan will save 
you time and money and prevent costly mistakes. Can you imagine making a plan to study away at a 
university that does not offer any courses that you want to take? We have provided you with some 
questions that will help you to assess whether you are well suited for a study away experience.  
 

1. Do you adapt easily to new circumstances and environments? 
2. Are you prepared to put in the time required to research complex details such as the host 

school’s admission requirements, course offerings, methods of evaluation, credit and grading 
systems and housing availabilities?  

3. Are you comfortable living in an unfamiliar environment with potential language barriers or 
different societal norms, or in a location with a different climate?  

4. Do you have the personal and academic confidence necessary to succeed at a new school 
without a familiar support system? 

5. Do you have the financial means to support yourself throughout this experience? Will you be 
eligible to work in this country if needed?  
 

If you answered “no” to any these questions, some further research may be required on your part. 
Remember that studying away is not the only method of gaining international experience. For example, 
can your personal goals can be achieved through an Arts Internship, Arts Research Internship, field study 
or a co-curricular experience? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.mcgill.ca/arts-internships/about
https://www.mcgill.ca/arts-internships/research/about
https://www.mcgill.ca/mcgillabroad/students-going-abroad/plan-and-prepare/field-study-semester
https://mcgill.ca/oasis/career/node1644
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Step 2 – Important Policies and BA Degree Requirements 
 
It is important that you understand the Faculty of Arts policies and degree requirements before applying 
for any type of study abroad activity.  
 
Degree residency requirement: You must satisfactorily complete a minimum of 60 credits at McGill 
University. 
 
Program residency requirement: At least two-thirds of all program requirements (Multi-track, Honours, 
Faculty program) must normally be completed at McGill. Some departments may require that you 
complete specific components of your program at McGill. Thus, a maximum of one-third of all program 
requirements may be completed at another university. 
 
Course load: Students are not permitted to register for more than a full-time course load during their 
term away.  
 
U3 students and graduation: Students who are taking one or more courses at another university during 
their term of graduation WILL NOT be eligible to graduate at the end of that final term. These students 
MUST select the NEXT available term of graduation.  
 
For example, if your final term of study at McGill is the Winter term and you take one or more courses at 
another university in the Winter term, your term of graduation will not be the Winter term. Your term of 
graduation will become the next semester, which is the Summer term.  
 
A Summer term graduation means that your Minerva transcript will not indicate that you have 
completed your undergraduate degree until the end of October and your convocation ceremony will be 
held in November. If you intend to begin employment or pursue further studies in September, you are 
advised to inquire whether the official confirmation of the completion of your undergraduate will 
impede your plans. 
 
Review the Arts OASIS graduation checklist to be sure that you will be meeting all your graduation 
requirements. 
 
Transferring Credit: Only courses successfully completed at a host university that appears on the Arts 
OASIS list of institutions approved for transfer credit during an approved study away are eligible for 
transfer credit.  ALL components of the method of evaluation of each course must be completed by the 
end of the term of study at the host university. 
 
Course assessment: Courses taken at another university must be assessed for course content on 
McGill’s Course Equivalency System .  
 
Credit value: The number of credits granted for a course taken at another university may not be the 
equivalent of three McGill credits. The host university’s method of credit value assessment will be used 
to determine the number of McGill credits each course will earn. 
 
  

https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/academic/degree-planning/requirements
https://www.mcgill.ca/study/2018-2019/faculties/arts/undergraduate/ug_arts_residency_reqs
https://www.mcgill.ca/study/2018-2019/faculties/arts/undergraduate/ug_arts_residency_reqs
https://mcgill.ca/oasis/academic/courses
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/students/graduating
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/application-process
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/application-process
https://nimbus-ssl.mcgill.ca/exsa/search/searchEquivalency
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Grade required for transfer credit: The grade earned in the host university course(s) must be equal to or 
higher than the grade/CGPA required to graduate from the host university. Normally, this is equivalent  
to a grade of C or better according to the host university’s grading scheme. The policy will apply to both 
elective and required courses. 
 
Grades of C- or less, Pass (P) and Satisfactory (S) are not acceptable. The letter grade earned will take 
precedence over the corresponding numerical grades if both are indicated on the transcript.  
The grades earned at the host university will NOT appear on your McGill record and will NOT be 
calculated in your McGill CGPA. 
 
For the complete Arts OASIS policy, see Transferring  Credit, “Course Requirements”, “U3 students and 
graduation”, “Credit Value Assessment”  and “Grade required for transfer credit”. 
 
Arts OASIS reserves the right to refuse to award McGill transfer credit if the host university or any 
of its courses fail to meet the Arts OASIS study away policies or McGill’s program or degree 
requirements. 
 
Step 3: Plan your McGill degree  
 
A degree plan is an important part of the study away process. Whether you are planning to apply for a 
McGill Exchange at one of our bilateral exchange partners or an Independent Study Away in the Fall 
and/or Winter or Summer at a university that appears on the Arts OASIS list of institutions approved for 
transfer credit, it is essential that you complete an Arts OASIS Degree Planning Worksheet. 
 
A completed Arts OASIS Degree Planning worksheet will: 
 

1) Help you to optimize your McGill course selection to reflect your academic strengths and 
interests. 

2) Make it easier for you to understand the McGill course content that you must cover in each of 
your McGill terms of study. 

3) Assist you in planning the number of terms it will take you to complete your McGill degree. 
4) Benefit you if you wish to take courses at another university and need to establish if the McGill 

course content you need to cover in a particular term is available at another host university.  
 
Need help planning your McGill degree or completing the Arts OASIS Degree Planning Worksheet? 
Consult the Degree Planning Guide for instructions. 
 
NOTE: You will be required to submit a completed Degree Planning Worksheet to Arts OASIS 
concurrently with the submission of your Minerva Study Away application. 
 
 

 
  

https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/transfer-credit-policy
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/application-process/exchange
https://mcgill.ca/mcgillabroad/study-abroad-options/where-can-i-go
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/application-process/independant-study-away-fall-and-winter
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/application-process/independant-study-away-fall-and-winter
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/application-process/independent-study-away-summer-including-online
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/files/oasis/ba-degree_planning_worksheet_oct2018.pdf.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/files/oasis/ba-degree_planning_worksheet_oct2018.pdf_0.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/academic/degree-planning/degree-planning-guide
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Step 4: Meet with departmental program advisers 
 
Departmental program advisers provide academic advice on departmental programs and approve 
course selection for U1-U3 students. Students will have a departmental adviser for each academic 
program they are completing. Consult with each of your Departmental Program Advisers to guide 
your course selection and ensure that you are meeting your McGill program requirements.  
 
Need help finding your McGill program adviser? If you are completing a Major Concentration in English 
- Cultural Studies, click on “English Cultural Studies” in the middle column to find the coordinates of your 
departmental adviser. 
 

 
 
Your Departmental Program Advisers will:  
 

1) Provide you with a departmental audit sheet that you can complete to help you plan your 
program courses. 

2) Ensure that you are satisfying the requirements of their program. 
3) Ensure that you are meeting the program residency requirement. 
4) Verify which program courses have yet to be completed. 
5) Guide you on the course content that you should be covering in the program course(s) that 

you take at McGill or at another host university. For example, if you need to take PSYC 212 
for your McGill program, the course content you need to cover is Perception. 

6) Recommend the optimal term for you to study away with respect to your program of study. 
 
 

http://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/advising/departmental-advising-information
https://mcgill.ca/oasis/advising/departmental-advising-information
https://www.mcgill.ca/study/2018-2019/faculties/arts/undergraduate/ug_arts_residency_reqs
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Step 5:  Study Away options 
 
The next step is to research the different study away options to see which one is the best fit for you. Are 
you interested in a McGill Exchange, an  Independent Study Away in the Fall and/or Winter or Summer, 
studying at another Quebec University, or participating in the J’Explore program? Students applying for 
a McGill Exchange or Independent Study Away must attend a mandatory information session.  
 
Arts OASIS will assess whether you meet the academic eligibility requirements to receive “Faculty 
Approval” for an Independent Study Away, McGill Exchange or a Quebec Inter-University Transfer (IUT). 
 
Students may not enroll in courses at an affiliated partner university of the host institution. Students 
will not receive transfer credit for studies arranged by or offered through study abroad organizations, 
third parties or intermediaries. 
 
Here is a quick overview of our most requested options. 
 

 McGill Exchange 
 

Independent Study Away 
 

Minimum 
Requirements 

[For Fall/Winter] 
Minimum McGill CGPA of 3.00  
Currently registered as a resident McGill 
(not “Term Away”) full-time student  
Completed at least 12 McGill graded credits 
Must have 30 credits remaining to 
complete for your McGill degree  at the 
end of the Winter term 
Ensure that your Minerva record accurately 
reflects all previously earned transfer 
credit. 
 

[For Fall/Winter] 
Minimum McGill CGPA of 2.70 
Currently registered as a full-time student   
Completed a minimum of 24 graded McGill 
credits 
 
[For Summer] 
 
Minimum McGill CGPA  of 2.0  
Currently registered as a McGill student  
 
Ensure that your Minerva record accurately 
reflects all previously earned transfer credit. 

Application & Tuition  Apply through McGill and pay McGill tuition 
(15 credits per term) 

Apply and pay tuition directly to Host 
University 

 
 
Independent Study Away 
 
An independent study away is when a McGill student applies, registers, takes courses and pays tuition to 
an accredited degree granting university and receives an official transcript of these studies from the 
same undergraduate degree granting school. Students must be registered at the host university as a 
“non-degree Visiting student” and take courses that are part of the host university’s undergraduate 
curriculum, taught by their faculty members. Click on the link to read about the Independent Study 
Away eligibility requirements and application deadline dates for Fall and/or Winter or Summer. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/application-process/exchange
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/application-process/independant-study-away-fall-and-winter
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/application-process/independent-study-away-summer-including-online
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/application-process/inter-university-transfer-iut-including-online
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/application-process/jexplore
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/application-process/independant-study-away-fall-and-winter
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/application-process/independent-study-away-summer-including-online
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Studies must be completed at a university that appears on the Arts OASIS list of institutions approved 
for transfer credit, grouped by continent. 

NOTE:  Although a university may appear on the Arts OASIS list of institutions approved for transfer 
credit, it is the student’s responsibility (not Arts OASIS) to confirm that:  

• the university has an undergraduate “visiting, non-degree” student status; 
• you meet the host university’s eligibility and student visa requirements; 
• you meet their application requirements and can afford the host university’s tuition. 

McGill Exchange 
 
An exchange means studying away at one of McGill’s partner universities while earning credit at McGill 
and paying tuition to McGill. Bilateral student exchange agreements exist between McGill University and 
one other institution, which has been approved by McGill.  Consult the list of McGill Exchange partners 
here. You can find the eligibility requirements and application deadline dates on this link.  
 
Students taking part in a McGill Exchange program may take not take online education courses during 
their study away term(s) to earn transfer credit and/or satisfy the minimum course load at the host 
university. 

 
Arts OASIS will assess whether you meet the academic eligibility requirements to receive “Faculty 
Approval” for a McGill Exchange. The McGill Exchange Office, located in Service Point, oversees all 
aspects of the nomination process and conducts the lottery that selects nominations to McGill’s bilateral 
exchange partners. 

 
 

 
 
  

https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/application-process
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/application-process
https://www.mcgill.ca/mcgillabroad/study-abroad-options/where-can-i-go
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/application-process/exchange
https://www.mcgill.ca/servicepoint/contact-us
https://www.mcgill.ca/mcgillabroad/study-abroad-options/ive-been-accepted
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Exchange Application Fact sheet 
 
 You are limited to one Minerva Exchange application per academic year.  
 A $150.00 non-refundable application fee is charged to your student account once you submit the 

Minerva application. 
 The Minerva Exchange application allows you to rank a maximum of four (4) different host 

universities. Selecting the same host university for two different terms of study or two different 
campuses will count as two separate choices. Use your 4 choices wisely! 

 The host university choices that are open to students in the Faculty of Arts are listed here. Note that 
Minerva is not set up to restrict you from selecting schools that are not open to students in the 
Faculty of Arts so make sure that you select your host university carefully! The number of exchange 
spaces available at each host institution is limited, and varies from year to year. 

 McGill Exchanges take place in either the Fall and/or Winter term. Due to high demand, the majority 
of exchanges are one semester in duration. Keep in mind that universities in certain regions, Japan, 
Germany, United Kingdom and Australia as an example, have term dates that do not match McGill’s. 
For example, if the Fall term at the host university ends in January, this may impede your ability to 
resume your McGill studies on time in January. 

 At the time of application for a McGill Exchange, you need to submit a minimum of eight (8) courses 
per host institution for each term you plan to participate in an exchange. This list of courses serves 
only as a preliminary study plan to demonstrate that the course offerings at the host institution are 
compatible with the requirements of your McGill degree. Your completed Arts OASIS Degree 
Planning Worksheet  (see Plan and Prepare, Step 3) will assist you with this process. These courses 
do not need to be approved on McGill’s Course Equivalency System or by your departmental 
program adviser at this time. The courses you list on the exchange application are not binding. 

 Students are required to submit a statement of purpose on the Minerva application. The Minerva 
application allows for 4000 characters (about one page single-spaced). Use a separate text editor 
(e.g. MS Word) to track the length of the essay to avoid the risk of being timed out on Minerva after 
90 minutes and potentially losing work and/or missing the Minerva application deadline!  

Your statement of purpose should include:  
 your reasons for applying to your selected host institution; 
 how you expect the courses taken at the host institution will contribute to the successful completion 

of your McGill degree; 
 how this opportunity will impact your life in terms of career, community work and life experience; 
 how you intend to contribute to community activities both on and off campus when you return 

home. 
 
Exchange Nomination 
 
 Exchange nominations for the Faculty of Arts are ranked by CGPA and the nominations are selected 

by a university wide lottery. 
 All Arts OASIS “Faculty Approved” Minerva Exchange applications will receive a nomination. 

However, due to limited exchange places, you may be nominated to a host institution or term of 
study that you did not select in your application. 

 Students are limited to ONE nomination per academic year.  
 Nominations cannot be deferred to another academic year. Your nomination to the host school is 

only valid for the term to which you are nominated.  If you wish to delay or extend your exchange, 
you will be required to submit a new request and restart the application process. 
 
 
 

https://www.mcgill.ca/mcgillabroad/study-abroad-options/where-can-i-go
https://www.mcgill.ca/mcgillabroad/university-tokyo
https://www.mcgill.ca/mcgillabroad/freie-universitat-berlin
https://www.mcgill.ca/mcgillabroad/durham
https://www.mcgill.ca/mcgillabroad/unimelb
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/files/oasis/ba-degree_planning_worksheet_oct2018.pdf.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/files/oasis/ba-degree_planning_worksheet_oct2018.pdf.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/plan-prepare
https://nimbus-ssl.mcgill.ca/exsa/search/searchEquivalency
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/advising/departmental-advising-information
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/advising/departmental-advising-information
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 Once the nomination process is completed through the McGill Exchange Office for the first round of 

exchange applications in mid-February (late June for second round exchange applications), you will 
receive an email from their office requesting that you either accept or decline the nomination via  
your Minerva application.  Should you fail to either accept or decline the nomination by the deadline 
indicated in your application, your nomination will be cancelled, so be sure to check your McGill 
email account regularly during the nomination process for updates. 

 When you accept McGill's nomination to participate in an exchange program, your record will be 
updated to non-resident status for the equivalent McGill term(s) you will be away. You will be billed  
McGill tuition for that term, equivalent to 15 McGill credits, irrespective of how many courses or 
credits you register for at the host university. This means that if you are already enrolled for courses 
at McGill during your exchange term(s): 

o These McGill courses will be dropped. 
o Your transcript will indicate "Term Away/Exchange" (for a Winter term exchange, your 

record will be updated to non-resident status AFTER mid-July). 
o You will not be able to register for McGill courses in that term(s). 
o Your McGill courses WILL NOT be re-instated if your plans change.  

 Once you have accepted the McGill nomination, you will receive an email from the McGill Exchange 
Office with instructions on how  to submit your application to the host school by the following 
dates: 

o For a Fall term or full year exchange, expect to receive this email between March and June.  
o For a Winter term exchange, expect to receive this email between August and November.  

 Once the host school receives your completed application and it is processed, the McGill 
Exchange Office or host university will inform you of the next steps. Don’t worry!  It's very 
important that you do not apply on your own to the host university and that you wait to receive 
the appropriate instructions directly from the host university or McGill. 

 
Change of plans?     
 To cancel a McGill Exchange nomination, please follow the instructions here.    

 
Exchange Desk at Service Point 

Have a question related to the exchange program? Book your visit: 

 

 
 

 
 
 
  

https://www.mcgill.ca/mcgillabroad/students-going-abroad/ive-been-accepted
https://www.mcgill.ca/servicepoint/contact-us
https://www.mcgill.ca/mcgillabroad/students-going-abroad/ive-been-accepted
https://www.mcgill.ca/servicepoint/contact-us
https://www.mcgill.ca/servicepoint/contact-us
https://www.mcgill.ca/servicepoint/cancelexchange
http://myappointment.mcgill.ca/
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Quebec Inter-University Transfer (IUT) 
 
The Québec Inter-University Transfer Agreement (IUT) allows you to take one course or a full course 
load at another university in the province of Québec. During the term of your IUT, you will pay McGill 
tuition. Check out the eligibility requirements and application deadline dates on this link. 
 
Online Education 
 
A maximum of six (6) credits of elective* courses taught through online education may be used towards 
your Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Social Work degree at McGill. Only courses successfully completed 
at a host university that appears on the Arts OASIS list of institutions approved for transfer credit during 
an approved Independent Study Away in Fall and/or Winter or Summer or studies completed during an 
Quebec Inter-University Transfer (IUT) will be considered for transfer credit.  
 
For the complete Arts OASIS policy, see Transferring  Credit, “Online Education Policy”. 
 
J’Explore 
 
The Explore Program is a Five-Week French-Language Bursary Program offered by the Government of 
Canada. Please note that not all courses offered through this program can be granted transfer credit. 
It is important to review the Explore Website to ensure that the host university you select grants 
university-level credits for their courses by verifying that the University you wish to attend appears 
on the Arts OASIS list of institutions approved for transfer credit.  
 
Review the eligibility requirements and application deadline dates are available on this link. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/application-process/inter-university-transfer-iut-including-online
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/application-process/independant-study-away-fall-and-winter
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/application-process/independent-study-away-summer-including-online
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/application-process/inter-university-transfer-iut-including-online
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/transfer-credit-policy
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/application-process/jexplore
http://www.myexplore.ca/en/
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/application-process/jexplore
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Step 6 – Select a Host University 
 
Only courses successfully completed at a host university that appears on the Arts OASIS list of 
institutions approved for transfer credit during an approved study away will be considered for transfer 
credit.  
 
Host University Checklist 
Find the answers to the following questions on the website of each host university that you are 
interested in attending: 
 
Language 
 What is the language of instruction at the host university?  
 What is your proficiency in that language?  
 Does the school have a large selection of courses offered in English? 

Academic dates  
 What is the start and end date of each term of study? Keep in mind that universities in certain 

regions, Japan, Germany, United Kingdom and Australia as an example, have term dates that do 
not match McGill’s. For example, if the Fall term at the host university ends in January, this may 
impede your ability to resume your McGill studies on time in January. 

 How many terms are there in one academic year? 
 How many weeks are there in one term of study?  
 What is the start and end date of each examination period?  

Course offerings/selection 
 When is the course calendar available for each term of study?  
 How many courses must a student take per term to be a “full-time” student?  
 Using your completed  Arts OASIS Degree Planning Worksheet, can you find courses at the 

host university that match the course content you need to complete for your McGill program 
requirements/degree? 

 Have you consulted with your McGill Departmental Program Advisers to guide your course 
selection and ensure that you are meeting your McGill program requirements? 

 Does the host university offer elective courses that are of interest? Are these courses available 
to visiting students?  

 When will the course syllabus for each course be available? Does each course you wish to take 
have a syllabus that includes, at a minimum: contact hours, course objectives, readings, and 
method of evaluation? Keep in mind that the course syllabus you submit for assessment on 
McGill’s Course Equivalency System must correspond to the term in which the course is taken. 

 How many contact hours are there per week per course? 
Method of Evaluation  
 What grading system does the host university use? Does a grade of “C” at the host university 

have the same numeric value as a grade of C at McGill? 
 Will each course you take generate a final grade that will be recorded on this university’s official 

transcript? Keep in mind that grades of Pass or Satisfactory are not acceptable. (See Step 2, Plan 
and Prepare) 

Registering for courses 
 When does the registration process begin at the host university? Are you able to register for 

courses without having to provide the instructor with proof that you have the proper academic 
background to take a course?  

  

https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/application-process
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/application-process
https://mcgill.ca/oasis/away/application-process
https://www.mcgill.ca/mcgillabroad/university-tokyo
https://www.mcgill.ca/mcgillabroad/freie-universitat-berlin
https://www.mcgill.ca/mcgillabroad/durham
https://www.mcgill.ca/mcgillabroad/unimelb
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/files/oasis/ba-degree_planning_worksheet_oct2018.pdf_0.pdf
http://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/advising/departmental-advising-information
https://nimbus-ssl.mcgill.ca/exsa/search/searchEquivalency
https://www.mcgill.ca/study/2018-2019/university_regulations_and_resources/undergraduate/gi_grading_and_grade_point_averages
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/plan-prepare
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/plan-prepare
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 Is there a course change period at the host university?  
 What are the host university’s course withdrawal deadlines? 

Transferring Credit  
 What is the credit system used at the host university? (i.e credits, ECTS, etc.) 
 Are there any courses that have been assessed for this host university on McGill’s Course 

Equivalency System? 
 How do you order an official transcript from this host university? 

Housing 
 Is the university residence open to visiting students or will you have to find off-campus housing? 

Safety 
 What does Canada’s Travel Advisory website report about the safety of this host university’s 

country?   
 
Review the Transferring Credit and FAQ sections of the Arts OASIS website for other important 
information.         
 

If you took courses at another approved institution while registered as a degree student at that host 
university, instead of an undergraduate “visiting, non-degree student”, credits can only be 
transferred to your McGill degree once Arts OASIS has received confirmation from that institution 
that you have withdrawn from the university and degree program.  
 
You are not permitted to be concurrently registered as an undergraduate degree student at two 
different universities. 
 
 

 

 
 
  

https://nimbus-ssl.mcgill.ca/exsa/search/searchEquivalency
https://nimbus-ssl.mcgill.ca/exsa/search/searchEquivalency
https://travel.gc.ca/travelling/advisories
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/transferring-credit
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/plan-prepare/faqs
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Step 7 – Finance your study away 
 
 
Plan your budget taking into consideration the following important information about tuition during an 
Independent Study Away or McGill Exchange. In addition to tuition, you will need to think about other 
expenses such as airfare, accommodation, food, medical insurance, passport, visas and personal 
spending. If you are receiving a scholarship, loan and/or bursary, you must discuss the financial 

implications of a study away experience with 
the McGill Scholarships and Student Aid Office 
before beginning the application process. 
 
McGill Exchange: When you go on a McGill 
exchange, you pay tuition directly to McGill 
and not the partner institution. You are 
required to pay for 15 McGill credits and 
related fees per term irrespective of the 
number of credits or courses you register for at 
the host school. If you are applying for a McGill 
Exchange, consider applying for the Mobility 
Award.  

 
Independent Study Away: During your Independent Study Away, you are responsible for paying the 
host university’s tuition (and any additional costs). If you are applying for an Independent Study Away, 
consider applying for the Schull Yang International Experience Award. 
 
The Schull Yang International Experience Award, supported by Joseph Schull (BA ‘82, MA ’85) and Anna 
Yang (BCL, LLB ’88), helps undergraduate students gain first hand international experience related to 
their fields of study. The award is meant to provide partial funding to assist students with tuition, travel, 
and other expenses related to their international experience. The Schull Yang International Experience 
Award is part of the McGill International Experience Awards. (See Step 7 of Plan and Prepare)  
 
Funding opportunities exist for the following McGill partnerships with Shantou University in China: The 
Li Ka Shing Liberal Arts Exchange Initiative and the Li Ka Shing Intensive Chinese-Language Study 
Program.  
 
McCall MacBain Foundation partnered with McGill University to award 10 McCall MacBain 
International Fellowships for the academic year 2019-20. Valued at up to CAD $23,500 each, these 
fellowships enable undergraduate students to spend a year abroad studying a foreign language,  
doing an academic exchange, and pursuing an internship. Questions and queries email 
internationalfellowships@mccallmacbain.org. 
  
McGill also has resources to help! Contact the Scholarship and Student Aid Office to check for sources 
of funding available through federal or provincial-level government programs. Consult McGill’s Career 
Planning Service (CaPS) to search for other sources of funding. Information on funding and budgeting is 
also available on the McGill Abroad website. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mcgill.ca/studentaid/
https://www.mcgill.ca/studentaid/other-funding/mobilityawards
https://www.mcgill.ca/studentaid/other-funding/mobilityawards
https://www.mcgill.ca/internships/schull-yang-international-experience-award
http://www.mcgill.ca/iea/
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/plan-prepare
http://www.mcgill.ca/arts/research/awards/li-ka-shing-initiative/semester-abroad
http://www.mcgill.ca/arts/research/awards/li-ka-shing-initiative/semester-abroad
http://www.mcgill.ca/arts/research/awards/li-ka-shing-exchange-initiative/intensive-chinese-language-study-awards
http://www.mcgill.ca/arts/research/awards/li-ka-shing-exchange-initiative/intensive-chinese-language-study-awards
http://www.mccallmacbain.org/
mailto:internationalfellowships@mccallmacbain.org
http://www.mcgill.ca/studentaid/other-funding/mobilityawards
http://caps.mcgill.ca/sp/subjects/guide.php?subject=o-abroad
http://caps.mcgill.ca/sp/subjects/guide.php?subject=o-abroad
http://www.mcgill.ca/mcgillabroad/goabroad/funding
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Step 8 – Minerva application 
 
NOTE: You should not submit an application for Independent Study Away on Minerva until you have 
confirmed that you meet the host university's academic eligibility, application deadline and student visa 
requirements. 
 
Studying away must be pre-approved by Arts OASIS. Carefully review the Arts OASIS eligibility 
requirements, deadline dates and application procedures before submitting your Minerva application. 
Remember to attend an Arts OASIS Information Session before applying 
 
Although a university may appear on the Arts OASIS list of institutions approved for transfer credit, it is 
the student’s responsibility (not Arts OASIS) to confirm that: 

• the university has an undergraduate “visiting, non-degree” student status; 
• you meet the host university’s eligibility and student visa requirements; 
• you meet their application requirements and can afford the host university’s tuition. 

 
Only courses successfully completed at a host university that appears on the Arts OASIS list of 
institutions approved for transfer credit, will be considered for transfer credit.  
 
NOTE: You will be required to submit a completed Arts OASIS Degree Planning Worksheet from your 
McGill email account to Arts OASIS by email attachment concurrently with the submission of your 
Minerva Study Away application.  
 
Statement of Purpose 

Students are required to submit a statement of purpose on the Minerva application. The Minerva 
application allows for 4000 characters (about one page single spaced). Use a separate text editor (e.g. 
MS Word) to track the length of the essay to avoid  the risk of being timed out on Minerva after 90 
minutes and potentially losing work and/or missing the Minerva application deadline!  

Your statement of purpose should include:  

1. your reasons for applying to your selected host institution; 
2. how  you expect the courses taken at the host institution to contribute to the successful 

completion of your McGill degree; 
3. how  this opportunity will impact your life in terms of career, community work and life 

experience; 
4. how you intend to contribute to community activities both on and off campus when you return 

home. 
 
Once your McGill study away application is “Faculty Approved”, remember to read the “SAO Special 
Instructions” section of your Minerva study away application and complete all the required steps. Your 
Minerva record will be updated to non-resident status for the equivalent McGill term(s) you will be 
away. This means that if you are already enrolled for courses at McGill during your study away term(s):  

1. These McGill courses will be dropped. 
2. Your transcript will indicate "Term Away/Exchange". 

a) In the Summer term, your record will be updated to non-resident status AFTER June 
15th to allow you access to summer course registration at McGill. 
 
 

 

https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/application-process
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/application-process
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/application-process
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/files/oasis/ba-degree_planning_worksheet_oct2018.pdf_0.pdf
mailto:studyaway.arts@mcgill.ca
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b) For a Winter term exchange, your record will be updated to non-resident status 

AFTER mid-July. 
3. You will not be able to register for McGill courses in that term(s). 
4. Your McGill courses WILL NOT be re-instated if your plans change. 

 
Change of Plans? 
 
If your plans do change, you must cancel all applications to schools that you are not attending according 
to the deadlines and instructions provided in the “Cancellation” section of the Study Away website. 
below. Cancellations must be made by government-imposed deadlines.  You may be charged an 
administrative fee or encounter limited access to your Minerva record if your cancellation request is 
received after government reporting deadlines have passed.  
 
Other Information 
 
Pre-departure Orientation session 

 
If approved for a 
Study Away term 
outside Canada, you 
are required to attend 
a mandatory Pre-
departure Orientation 
session. 
 
 

 
 
Minerva Travel Registry Form 
 
Once your McGill record indicates “Term Away” for the specified term(s), if approved for a Study Away 
term outside Canada, you are required to fill out the Minerva Travel Registry Form.  
 
Other information 
 
Student Visa 
 
Your host university will provide you with information on applying for a student visa. You should have a 
valid passport and documentation that confirms that you will have the financial resources to fund your 
studies. Contact the country’s consulate for complete information on the student visa process. 
 
Health Insurance 
 
McGill’s International Students Services and/or McGill’s SSMU Student Care plan can assist you with 
information about your McGill Health plan and its coverage during a study away.  
 

 
 
  

https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away/application-process
https://www.mcgill.ca/study/2018-2019/university_regulations_and_resources/undergraduate/gi_changes_to_student_records_after_normal_deadlines
https://www.mcgill.ca/mcgillabroad/events
https://www.mcgill.ca/mcgillabroad/events
https://www.mcgill.ca/mcgillabroad/events
https://www.mcgill.ca/mcgillabroad/safety-abroad/registry
https://www.mcgill.ca/internationalstudents/health/coverage/travel/study-away-outside-canada
http://www.studentcare.ca/rte/en/McGillUniversityundergraduatestudentsSSMU_Travel_TravelCoverage


17 
 

 
Host University Housing 
 
You must contact the host university to find out if residence accommodations are available to visiting 
students, the deadline to apply for university housing and for information on off-campus housing. 

 

 
 
 
 
Study Abroad Experiential Learning Workbook 
 
Experiential Learning (EL) refers to the active process of learning by doing, in a mindful and intentional 
manner. This is a good time to reflect on how this study away experience has influenced your academic 
and personal goals. Here are some questions to consider as you navigate this process.  
 

• Did you learn a new language, experience a new culture and gain a global perspective? 
• Did studying in a different system of education expand your knowledge and interests? 
• Did you benefit academically by taking courses that were taught from a different perspective? 
• Did you explore future educational opportunities at the host university? 
• Did you broaden your horizons, travel internationally and build connections? 
• Did you easily adapt to new circumstances and environments? 
• Were you comfortable living in an unfamiliar environment and/or language with different 

societal norms? 
• Did you find it difficult to adjust to a different system of education? Where your grades affected 

by the school’s course evaluation, grading or administrative procedures? 
• Did you travel and build connections?  
• Did you have the personal and academic confidence to succeed at a new school without a 

familiar support system? 
• Did you have the financial means to support yourself throughout this experience?  
• Did this experience influence your academic or career goals? 
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Don’t forget to pack your Study Abroad 
Experiential Learning Workbook! The ExL 
workbook is available to all students approved to 
go away on Exchange or Study Away.  
This workbook is designed to help you reflect 
and learn from the variety of your experiences 
while studying abroad. Self-reflection will 
develop your insight into yourself and in turn 
your interactions with others and the outside 
world. To facilitate this process, we will ask you 
to think critically about your learning and answer 
questions about your motivations, experiences, 
and goals. Our hope is that these exercises help 
you to be intentional about your opportunity to 
study abroad in order to make the most of your 
experience. 
Upon your return, you are also invited to attend 
a workshop entitled “Unpacking your Study 
Abroad.” Offered twice a year (1st week in 
February and 1st week in October), in this 
targeted workshop, you will have the 
opportunity to debrief on some of the highlights 
from your time abroad, but also to mine your 
experience for skill development that you can 
use on your career path. For further information, 

contact your Arts OASIS Career Adviser, Brandy Jugandi, at brandy.jugandi@mcgill.ca. 
 

Questions?  
 

Don’t hesitate to contact us! 
McGill Website: http://www.mcgill.ca/oasis 

Email: Studyaway.arts@mcgill.ca 
Phone: (514) 398-1029 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
20 September 2019 

https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/away
mailto:brandy.jugandi@mcgill.ca
http://www.mcgill.ca/oasis
mailto:Studyaway.arts@mcgill.ca
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