
 

Azrieli Awards in Neurodevelopment in 2020 

The Azrieli Centre for Autism Research (ACAR) leverages The Neuro’s and McGill’s strengths in 
neurodevelopment and neurodevelopmental disorders. ACAR offers seed funding to researchers 
undertaking innovative research projects focused on autism or related neurodevelopmental 
conditions through the Azrieli Awards in Neurodevelopment. Applications with a strong translational 
emphasis are particularly encouraged. 

 Submissions to the Azrieli Awards in Neurodevelopment in 2020 are encouraged in a wide range of 
research areas, including fundamental, clinical, and applied sciences that can demonstrate a specific 
pathway from discovery to health or societal impact. Recipients of the Azrieli Award in 
Neurodevelopment are expected to actively participate in the centre’s activities and provide progress 
and financial reports at the end of the award period.  

 Eligibility: The principal investigator must be a researcher holding a full-time academic 
appointment at the Montreal Neurological Institute, McGill Centre for Research in Neuroscience, or 
other McGill institutes/departments. Co-investigators can be researchers from McGill University or 
external institutions. Collaborations with members of the Transforming Autism Care Consortium 
(TACC) are encouraged. Principal investigators that have held or currently hold an Azrieli Award in 
Neurodevelopment are not eligible to apply. 

Amount and duration: Four non‐renewable awards of up to $100,000 each for a period of 1-2 
years. 

Admissible expenses: All research operating costs are admissible (salary for trainees, 
consumables, equipment) if adequate justification is provided in the budget. 

Evaluation criteria: 

• Scientific quality of the research project and relevance to autism or related conditions (clarity 
of the aims and hypothesis, relevance of the proposed methodology and analyses) (50%) 

• Feasibility, including available resources, applicant experience, research team experience 
and environment of the research (30%) 

• Project originality and contribution to the advancement of knowledge, translational impact for 
autism or related conditions (20%) 

Evaluation process: Azrieli Awards in Neurodevelopment will be awarded through a competitive 
peer-review process. A grant evaluation committee chaired by Dr. Jean-François Cloutier will review 
the applications based on the evaluation criteria above. Final funding recommendations may take 
into consideration the strategic objectives of ACAR, or other factors deemed appropriate. 



Submission deadline: All required documentation should be sent in PDF format at 
acar.mni@mcgill.ca before 5 pm on Friday, June 12, 2020. Anticipated award announcement will be 
in August 2020.  

Required documentation (single spaced, Arial 11pts, 2.5cm margins) 

• Project identification (1 page)  
o Title of research project 
o Identification of participating researchers and expertise 
o Project summary including its goals, originality, feasibility and foreseeable impact 

• Project description (5 pages maximum including figures, excluding references) 
o Context, objectives, hypothesis, methods and analyses 
o Feasibility of the proposed research, available resources and environment 
o Translational impact of the research project 
o Expected deliverables (scientific results, publications, knowledge transfer) 

• Budget justification (1 page) 
• CIHR version of Canadian Common CV of applicant and collaborators (Project Grant 

version). 
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