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Introduction 
The Winter 2020 Multi-faith Network meeting took place on Thursday March 19th from 5:30 to 6:30. This 

was an unusual Multi-Faith Network, because of the COVID-19 pandemic. While preparing for our 

Winter Network meeting already scheduled as an in-person event for March 19, McGill announced a 2-

week cancellation of all classes starting March 16th, and the Quebec government banned events with 

250 people in attendance or more. Though the network is a small event, we were all asked to make 

efforts to avoid non-essential in-person contact and we considered cancelling the network. In the end, 

we decided it would be beneficial for students and faith volunteers alike to check in with each other, 

and for us to get an idea of how these exceptional times were affecting faith communities. Therefore, 

we held this session of the Multi-faith Network remotely through Zoom. 

The meeting explicitly addressed the COVID-19 situation and the effect it was having on students 

personally and clubs/organizations as a whole, before discussing ways we can remain connected with 

each other in the coming months.  We plan on having a second online gathering of the Network to put 

into action some of the ideas that came out of this one. This next Network will take place early-mid 

April. 

Overview of Winter 2020 Multi-Faith Network 
We received great feedback on what faith communities are looking for from MORSL in light of the 
pandemic, and began exploring online programming options.  

How are your students coping with COVID-19? Have some left Montreal? 
 
Morgan Fournier, from Intervarsity McGill Christian Fellowship: Most of the graduate students from 
Intervarsity are in town and in a limbo, waiting for more information from McGill about their research. 
Most undergraduate students have left or are planning on leaving. All students in residence have left. 
Students are jarred and are trying to make sense of all the chaos. They are encouraging leaders within 
the group not to give up. 
 
Celeste Groux, from the student council for the Church of Jesus Christ and Latter Day Saints: Most 
students in the group are from Montreal and have therefore stayed in the city.  
 
Jen Ower, from Hungry Minds Bible Study: They’re taking it week by week. Some people have left, and 
others are in the process of leaving. Sharing resources on their facebook page. 
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Aviel Fradkine, from the McGill Chavurah: Most of the group has left, a few remain in Montreal by 
choice. Unsure whether people are in need, he will ask around and suggest MORSL as a resource. 
 
Elena Jurczak, from Newman Catholic Students Society: Not positive who has stayed or left, but most of 
the student executives are still in Montreal. Campus minister is offering online chats for people who feel 
they need it. They had to cancel two of their biggest events. 
 
Sarah Alevy, from Am McGill: Seems as though most people have stayed in Montreal. Many of them are 
graduating students and have to sort out moving.  
 
Candice Wendt, Communications Assistant for Church of LDS: There is concern about how to 
administer sacraments in light of hygiene concerns, people are calling each other and checking in. 
Suggesting that people create temporary rituals in their day, and they are encouraging people to 
normalize negative feelings. 
 
William Jin, from Falun Dafa: Not a lot of information about how students are coping, but they are 
going to try and connect more online.  
 

What is the state of your programming? Cancelled? Online? 
 
Morgan Fournier, from Intervarsity McGill Christian Fellowship: Ministries have been moved to online 
platforms, mainly through Zoom. Student leaders who were running weekly small groups have moved 
onto Zoom as well. Prayer gatherings are happening online. Zoom calls in general are intended to keep 
in touch with students especially in light of the abrupt ending to the semester. 
 
Celeste Groux, from the student council for the Church of Jesus Christ and Latter Day Saints: Friday 
scripture classes are cancelled, as well as all other weekly meetings and church activities. Classes will be 
carried out through Zoom starting this week (March 19th). The Facebook page will become more active 
and they will share uplifting messages. 
 
Jen Ower, from Hungry Minds Bible Study: Church service and bible studies have been suspended. The 
“older young adults” are doing the daily offices through the DIO page. Their facebook group page has 
become extremely active, particularly for posting resources.  
 
Aviel Fradkine, from the McGill Chavurah: Shabbat Friday gatherings have been cancelled, communion 
meeting will take place next week online and there will be session once a week for socializing also 
online. Next week they will determine whether these are scheduled or ad-hoc.  
 
Elena Jurczak, from Newman Catholic Students Society: Two big events just cancelled. The Last Mass is 
happening Friday (20th) followed by a Rosary. Campus minister offering online chats. Currently 
interviewing for residents next year. They aren’t sure what will happen for Easter. It depends on how 
long the closure/lockdown lasts. 
 
Sarah Alevy, from Am McGill: Pre-emptively cancelled their Passover event, and cancelled last week’s 
Shabbat. They are looking into doing a virtual Seder event for Passover. 
 
Candice Wendt, Communications Assistant for Church of LDS: All activities and events have been 
suspended. Currently it is the 200th anniversary of the First Vision for which a big conference was 
planned. This will take place virtually. 
 
William Jin, from Falun Dafa:  Weekly workshops are cancelled indefinitely. They are trying to connect 
online. 
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How can we stay connected remotely? 
There was interest among all the participants in online MORSL programming. All of our participants are 

looking for ways to stay connected with their communities, and especially for the faith leaders, ways to 

encourage their students to stay connected. It was also evident that they were looking for resources to 

share with their communities. 

An update from our staff 
Mental Health resources: Ffion Hughes is putting together a booklet on mental health resources in light 

of COVID-19. The Hub is closed but starting Monday March 23 they will provide some virtual health 

resources. Vent Over Tea is offering online services, KeepMeSafe is a virtual mental health care app that 

has support from licensed counsellors, 24/7, 365.  

Radix’s Well-being edition will be published very soon, some of the articles will also be put on our 

website.  

Launching a poll to get an idea of potential online programming options. 

Conclusion 
Our main goal upon concluding this network is to find online methods to carry out our programming. 

We created a survey and shared it with our network to get a sense of which 

platforms/methods/programs they prefer. Once we have gotten sufficient responses to this survey, we 

will plan a second network in roughly two weeks to explore putting these ideas into action. We will 

definitely hold virtual Morning Morsel with MORSL, and a virtual launch party for Radix through a video-

conferencing platform such as Zoom.  

It is of upmost importance that we address the spiritual and mental impacts of self-isolation, and do our 

part to give students a sense of purpose and meaning in the coming weeks. These are very uncertain 

times and our main goal is to offer resources for those who might be struggling, and find ways for our 

MORSL community and faith communities to remain connected. 


