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Students can be the most moti-
vating and inspiring people. As
students go back to school, they
[l their campuses with knowl-
edge and their cities with life.

Any passerby cant help but no-
tice the vast number of students
venturing into the world of aca-
demia. issight brings them
many re ections: the time when
they were students, thoughts of
going back to school to learn
more, imagining when their kids
will reach university age... but
most importantly, people will

re ect on the change that this
new wave of students will bring
about.

Here at McGill, we are extremely
fortunate to have a beauti-

ful campus, a strong academic
environment and a true sense of
belonging.  ese factors, along
with the fact that the world is
watching us with much hope
and anticipation, should make
us better individuals. Students
should recognize themselves

editorial

AYMAN OWEIDA

as agents of positive change in
society. We have tremendous
potential to initiate and de-
velop projects and activities that
can bring guidance, peace and
harmony to our local neighbor-
hoods and cities. WWe come from
a wide variety of cultures, reli-
gions and identities and we can
relate to each other and to those
around us. Let us use our unique
identities to nurture love, respect
and tolerance on our campus
and in our city.

Radix magazine is a place to
share those ideas in whatever lit-
erary or artistic form you wish to
manifest them: From poems and
sermons to opinions and paint-
ings and everything in between.
You will nd in Radix a commu-
nity of McGill students, spiritual
leaders, activists and chaplains.
We invite you to explore this
edition of Radix and to consider
submitting your own work in the
near future.
Ayman Oweida
Radix Co-Editor in Chief



director s message
SARA PARKS

Crisp fall air, new laptops, blank pages, full ink cartridges: the past is the
past, and its a fresh start. Whether you re here for the rst time, or com-
ing back a er summer, welcome to McGill on behalf of your multifaith
chaplaincy, proud to be one of the colours in the McGill Student Services
box of crayons. e Radix magazine you hold in your hands is one of

the many student projects supported by McGill Chaplaincy Services.
Radix (which is Latin for root ), is an entirely student-run publica-

tion that comes out ve times a year and provides a student voice for all
things spiritual, contemplative, multicultural, and religious.  is means it
provides a voice for you because no matter if you re a dyed-in-the-wool
[*insert traditional religion here*], or you identify asa spiritual person
but dont really have a label for yourself, or you have your own way of
making meaning from it all, YOU are totally invited to contribute. Also,
why not make a point this year of dropping by the new chaplaincy space
onthe rst oor of the Brown Student Services Building (McTavish) to
meet some of our diverse and welcoming team, or just to relax in our
lounge with complimentary tea and co ee? We are always open to hear-
ing from students! Heres to a wonderful year together.

Sara Parks
Chaplaincy Director
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meet the team

Pietro Bozzo is our link to the Yellow Door Community Centre, some-

' times dubbed the YMCA of McGill. Talk to Pietro about student food

o resources, opportunities to volunteer with local seniors, an alcohol-free

L venue for emerging musicians, and various social justice initiatives. For
A more information, see www.yellowdoor.org.

has been on the team since 1975. He has been part of McGill longer than

%&g Father Ihor Kutash is a pioneer of the McGill multi-faith Chaplaincy. He
g 7o that, having received his M.A. & Ph.D. from the Faculty of Religious Stud-

Eﬁ{} < ies during the years 1970-1987. He is a priest of the Ukrainian Orthodox
T, Church of Canada and a professor of Eastern Christian theology and
culture.

Zengetsu Myokyo Judith McLean is our Zen Buddhist monk. Myokyo
holds Zen meditation sessions in the Birks Chapel in the fall and winter
semesters, as well as at Enpuku-ji Zen Centre in the Plateau. Myokyos
Facebook page is Enpuku-ji Zen and the Zen Centres website is en-
puku-ji.org.

Manijit Singh has been working at McGill as a volunteer chaplain for Sikh
students since 1999. For several years, he served McGill Chaplaincy as its
director, making McGill the rst university in North America to hire a
non-Christian Director of Chaplaincy. Manjit taught Intro to Sikhism in
the Faculty of Religious Studies for the last ten years. He has an M.A. in
History with specialization in Medieval India, the period during which
Sikhism was born.

Salam Elmenyawi, hailing from Egypt, has served both McGill and Con-
cordia as a Muslim chaplain for many years now. He is also president of
the Muslim Council of Montreal, and is a very active advocate for student
rights on campus and in the community.

Rabbi Shmuly Weiss is our Orthodox Jewish chaplain, and our link to

Montreals Chabad House. He writes, e Chabad Student Center of

McGill University functions on two levels. We are a home away from

e home. We, at Chabad, are dedicated to the holistic well-being of each and
every student and strive to be the nexus of their social, cultural, and reli-
i gious needs. We o er students emotional security, spiritual growth, and
| personal guidance in a warm and nurturing environment. Furthermore,

i % we empower students with the tools to engage in the higher education
of Judaism. Students are able to explore and discover their heritage in an
atmosphere of intellectual stimulation infused with Jewish values and
traditions.
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Rev. Neil Whitehouse, hailing from the UK, is the Associate Director
of Chaplaincy, as well as McGills Ecumenical Chaplain, for the United
Church of Canada and Anglican Church of Canada. Neil is happy to
chat with students of all colours of the rainbow on any subject, personal,
vocational, spiritual; he likes listening and getting you to ask questions.
Features of Neils work are: Labyrinth walking easy access meditation
experiences, Bio-energetic exercises to combat stress and increase body
awareness, the OIKOS Project exploring the connection between ecumen-
ism, ecology, and economy, and the student group: Interfaith Forum-
SSMU (iF?) which gathers individual students talking across di erent
spiritual perspectives. Feel free to contact Neil to chat, by email or phone
hes mostly on campus Monday-Wednesday. (neil.whitehouse@mcgill.
ca)

Jill Foster is our Protestant Chaplain (Presbyterian, to be precise), and
is also at the helm of various social justice projects. Jill studied history,
philosophy, and theology. At the Chaplaincy, she 0 ers a morning prayer
breakfast, a dinner and small group Bible study, and always welcomes
anyone who has something on their mind to come by for co ee and talk.

Nathan Gibbard, as Director of the Newman Centre, is our link to all
things Roman Catholic. Originally from Calgary, he has been in Mon-
treal for a number of years working towards a PhD in Religious Studies

at McGill. His academic interests include the study of the philosophy and
practice of dialogue, inter-religious encounter, documents from the Holy
See, and religion and popular culture. e Newman Centre is the home of
Catholic spiritual and intellectual life at McGill. It o ers a beautiful space
for quiet study, for events like low-cost healthy lunches, retreats, and
Mass, and also houses an intentional community.

Rabbi Ben Vago, our Hillel Jewish chaplain, serves as the Rabbi and
Educator at Hillel Montreal, where he oversees religious life programming
and teaches weekly classes on a variety of topics. Originally from New
York, Rabbi Ben received his BA in political science from Yeshiva Univer-
sity, where he also completed graduate course work in Jewish philosophy,
and recently received his MA in Jewish studies at Concordia University.
Rabbi Ben was ordained by Yeshivat Chovevei Torah in New York City.
Rabbi Ben is always available to talk; shoot him an email (ben@hillel.ca) if
you want to have co ee!

David Summerhays is our Quaker liaison. He graduated from McGill car-
rying a B.A. in history, with a concentration in colonialism. He organizes
meditations in the Quaker tradition at McGill. Hes recently been teaching
piano to pay his exorbitant mu n bills. Hed love to help connect some
Quaker dots on and o campus. Not many people know about Quaker
practices so he welcomes e-mails with any questions. If anythings on your
mind, David is available to talk anywhere mu ns are for sale, as well as

select other locations



september sonnet
JOSIAH KLASSEN

I m back in action, living life on lease,
Again on schedule, but I havent found
My muse again, for poetry is peace
Put onto paper, not productive sound.
For when | stopped, my pen began to ow,
But when | go, my heart holds back its speech
For better times, when heart and soul are slow,
When | can think, when I can mourn the leech
Of time, as, sucking slowly, it surmounts
My greatest e orts to immortal life.
And impotence astounds me as my founts
Of youth go dry, my strength a double knife.
To be but not to do, for all we give
In act we lose, but else we never live.

Josiah Klassen was Radix Co-Editor in the 2012-2013
school year. He graduated with a BA in Linguistics
and Religious Studies.
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| know the knower
JENNIFER HAMILTON

i know the knower who knows the known
the knowledge is the truth

and the truth is love

and love is in the peace

peace for me

peace for you

peace for all

i know we are all one

i know we are all love

the knowing known by the knower
is the love

the love giver is

giving love through knowing knowers
through us

all one

all love

through you and me

through us

together

united as one

all one

all love

forever and ever

Jennifer Hamilton is a visual artist and
songwriter. She is pursuing a Masters of
Divinity through McGill University and
the United  eological College.



