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Welcome to More Than Words in Addressing Sexual and Gender 
based Violence: A Dialogue on the Impact of Indigenous-
focused Youth-led Engagement Through the Arts on Families 
and Communities.

This two-day dialogue event supports a community of researchers, 
practitioners, community organizers, and activists who are working 
to address sexual and gender-based violence through arts-based 
work with Indigenous young people. The event features speakers 
and panels on using arts-based participatory workshops to engage 
participants with using arts-based methods for addressing the 
impact of Indigenous youth-led engagement, an Action Group, to 
address sexual and gender-based violence. 

The first day focuses on:

 ▣ ‘What we are learning’ from this work; 
 ▣ Showcasing key projects that are youth-led and arts-based; and
 ▣ Discussing emerging challenges and what it means to study the 

impact of arts-based methods, particularly in the context of 
sexual and gender-based violence. 

The focus of the second day is on:

 ▣ ‘Digging in’ through a Working Group approach to refining 
and reframing tools and strategies for studying the impact 
of arts-based work with Indigenous young people and their 
communities. 

By creating dialogue and networks between different actors the 
primary objective of this event is to deepen an understanding of the 
potential impact of arts-based tools and methods on young people, 
their families, and their communities. 

This will contribute to the other objective of the event which is to 
develop strategies and methods to advance work in the area of 
impact. 

Special thanks to all the members of the Participatory Cultures Lab.

welcome

main objectives

acknowledgements
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Women and Gender Equality (WAGE) 

The Department for Women and Gender Equality works to advance 
equality for women through an intersectional gendered lens and 
by focusing its efforts in three priority areas: increasing women’s 
economic security and prosperity; encouraging women’s leadership 
and democratic participation; and ending gender-based violence. 
WAGE works to uphold its mandate to advance gender equality by 
performing a central coordination function within the Government 
of Canada by developing and implementing policies, providing 
grants and contributions, delivering programs, investing in research, 
and providing advice to achieve equality for people of all genders, 
including women.

Networks for Change and Well-being

Networks for Change and Well-being: Girl-led ‘from the ground up’ 
approaches to policy making to address sexual violence in Canada 
and South Africa is a 6-year international and interdisciplinary 
partnership study which brings together government and community-
based organizations focusing on stakeholder partners located in 
both countries. The partnership draws on methods and approaches 
to learning ‘from the ground up’ such as story-telling, participatory 
video, cellphilms, drawing and builds on various iterations of youth-
led media making, community-based research, participatory action 
research, research as intervention, and research as social change.

supporting organizations

Institute for Human Development  
and Well-being (IHDW)

The IHDW is a transdisciplinary unit led by McGill’s Faculty of 
Education. The IHDW draws together researchers from McGill’s 
Departments of Family Medicine, Educational and Counselling 
Psychology, Integrated Studies in Education, Anthropology, 
Kinesiology and Physical Education, Psychiatry, the School of 
Social Work, and the Faculty of Dentistry. The Institute’s work 
addresses the role that leadership and policy-making can play 
in human development and well-being for individuals who 
have physical, psychological and intellectual disabilities, have 
experienced emotional, physiological and mental health issues or 
belong to traditionally at-risk populations including those with low 
socioeconomic status, Indigenous peoples, and minorities.
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Marjorie Beaucage 
Marjorie is a proud Métis tastawiyiniwak Filmmaker, cultural worker, 
and community-based video activist from Manitoba. Before 
beginning her artist work at age 40, Marjorie worked in adult 
education and community organizing. She is the co-founder of the 
Aboriginal Film and Video Art Alliance and programmed the first 
Aboriginal Film Festival in Toronto in 1992. Additionally, Marjorie helped 
develop Aboriginal Arts programs at the Banff Centre for the Arts. 

Marjorie is committed to the practice of decolonization and self-
governance in the arts by creating space and giving a voice for 
Indigenous people to tell their own stories and represent themselves. 
She sees storytelling as a form of medicine. Her documentaries 
are personal and collaborative works that document Indigenous 
experiences, voices and struggles in political forums, activism and 
community events. Majorie’s most recent work Coming In (2017) 
explores the being two-spirited in Saskatchewan. 

indigenous elder

Pierre Elliott Trudeau Foundation

Pierre Elliot Trudeau Foundation is an independent and non-partisan 
charity established in 2001 as a living memorial to the former 
prime minister. In 2002, with support from the House of Commons, 
the Government of Canada endowed the Foundation with the 
Advanced Research in the Humanities and Human Sciences Fund. 
The Foundation also benefits from private donationsThe Foundation 
encourages critical reflection and action in four areas important 
to Canadians: human rights and dignity, responsible citizenship, 
Canada and the world, and people and their natural environment. 
The foundations support research and engagement in the humanities 
and social sciences, fostering a fruitful dialogue between scholars 
and decision makers in the arts community, business, government 
and civil society organizations. 

Canadian Women’s Foundation 

The Foundation is a national leader in the movement for gender 
equality in Canada. Through funding, research, advocacy, and 
knowledge sharing, the Foundation empowers women and girls 
to move out of violence, out of poverty, and into confidence and 
leadership. It also works to improve systems, policies, and practices 
to build equity and acts as a hub for grassroots leaders, issue experts, 
advocates, and donors working hard to keep the momentum for 
change. In Phase 3 of More Than Words is the creation of Blueprint 
Communities, the communities will be selected from organisations 
participating in the Canadian Women’s Foundation Empowering Girls 
project. The Blueprint communities will help develop and test out a 
Blueprint that can be used by other communities to develop similar 
critical interventions with young people and their communities.

supporting organizations
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8:30-9:00          Registration 

9:00-9:30           Opening: Land Acknowledgement & McGill Welcome

9:30-9:45           Who’s At the Table

9:45-10:15           Setting the Context for More Than Words Dialogue

10:15-10:30           Nutrition Break 

10:30-12:00           Networks for Change and Well-being Panel:  
            What Have We Learned?

12:00-13:00           Lunch

13:00-13:30           Legacy, Trauma, Story and Indigenous Healing

13:30-15:00           Getting to Impact: Integrating Indigenous Ways of Knowing

15:00-15:15           Move to Art Hive (3700 McTavish St., 1st floor library)

15:15-15:30           Nutrition Break

15:30-17:30           Making and Reflecting: Arts-based Dialogue

17:30-20:00           Reception Buffet and Networking  

9:00-9:15           Welcome Back: Overview of the Day

9:15-10:15           What Matters Now

10:15-11:15           Sohkeyimowin: Studying the Impact on Families  
            of the Making of the Young Women’s Utopia Video

11:15-12:30           Digging In: Part 1

12:30-13:30           Lunch

13:30-14:30           Digging In: Part 2

14:30-15:30           Speaking Back Exchange

15:30-16:15           Reflecting Forward

16:15-16:30           Conference Closing

DAY 1            WHAT ARE WE LEARNING?  OCT. 3

             Faculty Club (3450 McTavish St.)

DAY 2            STUDYING IMPACT  OCT. 4

             Faculty Club (3450 McTavish St.)

schedule at-a-glance
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WHAT ARE WE LEARNING? 
McGill Faculty Club 
3450 McTavish St., Montreal, Quebec H3A 1X9 

DAY  1
Thursday
October 3 

program

Registration   

Opening: Land Acknowledgement 

Marjorie Beaucage

With Marjorie, a proud Métis tastawiyiniwak filmmaker, cultural 
worker, and community-based video activist from Manitoba, 
living in Treaty 6 territory in Saskatchewan.

McGill Welcome

Who’s At the Table

Setting a Context for this More than Words Dialogue 

Claudia Mitchell

Nutrition Break  Lounge Area

Networks for Change and Well-being: What Have We Learned?

This panel of researchers and practitioners who have been 
working in an arts-based project with Indigenous girls and young 
women from across Canada and South Africa for the last 5 
years reflect on where they are with this work, and what they 
see as the emerging challenges and next steps. 

Lunch Lounge Area

Legacy: Trauma, Story, and Indigenous Healing

Speaker: Suzanne Methot

Suzanne Methot is a Nehiyaw writer, editor, educator, and 
public speaker. Her latest book is Legacy: Trauma, Story, and 
Indigenous Healing (ECW Press, 2019).

Getting to Impact: Integrating Indigenous Ways of Knowing 

This panel made up of thinkers who have been grappling with 
the impact of arts-based and other approaches used in working 
in Indigenous youth and in intergenerational contexts shares 
experiences of the challenges and promising practices they’ve 
come across in their evaluation work.

Move to Art Hive 3700 McTavish St.

8:30-9:00

9:00-9:30

9:30-9:45

9:45-10:15

10:15-10:30

10:30-12:00

12:00-13:00

13:00-13:30

13:30-15:00

15:00-15:15
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STUDYING IMPACT 
McGill Faculty Club 
3450 McTavish St., Montreal, Quebec H3A 1X9 

    DAY  2
Friday

October 4 

Welcome Back: Overview of the Day    

What Matters Now?  

Facilitator: Judith Marcuse

This dialogue will explore participants’ concerns and 
perspectives about current challenges we experience in our 
work and ‘big picture’ contexts within which we do that work. 
This circle exchange will include several arts-based processes to 
enrich our conversations. 

Judith Marcuse will facilitate this session using art for social 
change (ASC) methods that have been developed over many 
years of engagement with diverse participants in Canada and 
abroad.

Sohkeyimowin: The Making of the Young  
Indigenous Women’s Utopia Video

Speakers: Andrea Cessna, Kiyari McNab, & Panel

Filmmakers Andrea Cessna and Kiyari McNab screen their film 
entitled Sohkeyimowin, followed by a panel discussion that 
includes community leaders Jennifer Altenberg and Kari-Dawn 
Wuttunee of Young Indigenous Women’s Utopia as they reflect 
on the film as a mechanism for studying community impact. 

Young Indigenous Women’s Utopia has engaged with a group of 
Indigenous adolescent girls in Treaty 6 Traditional Métis Territory 
using arts-based activism to teach the girls about self-love and 
empowerment through traditional knowledge. 

The film contains footage of community interviews that took 
place at the launch of a book written by Young Indigenous 
Women’s Utopia’s girl members.

10:45-11:00 Nutrition Break       Lounge Area 
Snacks, coffee, and tea available on arrival

Making and Reflecting: Arts-Based Dialogue 

Participants will work in one of 3 arts-based methods led by 
a team of artists (e.g., cellphilming, visual arts, poetic inquiry, 
performance) to consider how these tools can help to speak out, 
but also speak back, in relation to studying impact.

Networking Reception & Buffet  3650 McTavish St.

15:15-15:30

15:30-17:45

17:45-20:00

9:00-9:15

9:15-10:15

10:15-11:15
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program

Digging In: Part 1

At the heart of the Day 2 dialogue is a series of action groups 
convened by members of the More than Words Advisory Panel 
and Implementation Team. This first session focuses on several 
key components related to challenges and possibilities for 
addressing the impact of arts-based tools and methods. Each 
action group will be organized around one or two stories and a 
set of questions for thinking through the issues. 

Action Group topics related to impact in More Than Words (e.g., 
youth-led arts-based work, blueprints and toolkits, culturally 
responsive assessment frameworks, community action).

Refreshments available in lounge area.

Lunch Lounge Area

Digging In: Part 2  

Each of the action groups will present their ideas and identified 
challenges, existing resources, additional required resources, 
outstanding questions and next steps. 

Speaking Back Exchange

Convened by a multisectoral panel, this session provides an 
opportunity for the action groups to gain feedback and insights 
on their work.

Refreshments available in lounge area.

Reflecting Forward

Conference Closing

Marjorie Beaucage

contacts

Leann Brown

Project Coordinator 
McGill University

Tel:    514-398-4527 ext. 094461        
Email: leann.brown@mcgill.ca

Claudia Mitchell 

Distinguished James McGill Professor 
McGill University

Tel:  514-398-4527 ext. 09990
Email: claudia.mitchell@mcgill.ca

11:15-12:30

12:30-13:30

13:30-14:30

14:30-15:30

15:30-16:15

16:15-16:30


