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 Welcome… 

The McGill Institute for the Study of Canada regularly organizes events on all 
aspects of Canadian life, from food to the status of bilingualism in 
Canada.  We’re pleased, with this event, to venture into an area rarely touched 
on in our program of activities – sport.  As the presentations at this symposium 
will show, sports is a genuinely interdisciplinary focus.  It raises questions 
about race, gender and religious affiliation.  It both marks Canada as distinct 
and ties us to other countries and other cultures.  I’m very pleased to welcome 
our distinguished specialists to this very promising event, and hope everyone 
in attendance will take home something to think about. 

Visit www.mcgill.ca/misc to learn about other events in the McGill Institute for 
the Study of Canada Public Education Program. 

 

 

Bienvenue… 

L’Institut d’études canadiennes de McGill organise régulièrement des 

événements sur tous les aspects de la vie canadienne, de l’alimentation au 

statut du bilinguisme au Canada. Nous sommes ravis, avec cet événement, de 

s’aventurer dans un domaine que nous n’avons pas souvent la chance 

d’explorer dans notre programmation, soit le sport. Comme les présentations 

lors de ce symposium démontreront, le sport est un sujet réellement 

interdisciplinaire. Il soulève des questions sur la race, le genre, et la religion. Il 

permet au Canada à la fois de se distinguer et de se lier à d’autres pays et 

d’autres cultures. Je suis très heureux d’accueillir nos spécialistes distingués à 

cet événement très prometteur, et j’espère que tout le monde ici repartira avec 

de nouvelles pistes de réflexion.  

Visitez www.mcgill.ca/misc pour rester au courant de nos événements à venir 

dans le cadre du programme d’éducation publique de l’Institut d’études 

canadiennes de McGill.  

 

 

Will Straw, PhD 

Director, McGill Institute for the Study of Canada 

Professor, Department of Art History and Communication Studies 

 

William Straw, Director 
Johanne Bilodeau, Administrative Officer (on leave) 
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Adriana Goreta, Administrative Assistant (on leave) 
Linda Huddy, Secretary (on leave) 
Petros Psarudis, Administrative and Student Affairs Coordinator 
Jessica Shannon, Conferences and Special Events Coordinator 
Mercedes Taboada Sola, Secretary 

STRAW, William 
Director, McGill Institute for the Study of Canada and Professor, 
Department of Art History and Communication Studies 

At McGill since 1993, Dr. Straw is Professor within the Department of 
Art History and Communication Studies. A former President of the 
Canadian Communications Association, Dr. Straw is interested in the 
relationship between media, cities and cultural identity.  He is the 
author of Cyanide and Sin: Visualizing Crime in 50s America (New York: 
Andrew Roth Gallery/ PPP Publications, October 2006) and editor of 
over 18 volumes of scholarship dealing with music, cinema and media 
of all kinds.  Dr. Straw is the author of over 100 articles in the area of 
cultural analysis.  A recipient of the David Thomson Award for 

Graduate Teaching and Supervision, Dr. Straw has supervised 50 Doctoral students and 50 
Masters students through the successful completion of their degrees.  Dr. Straw has been 
Senior Music Correspondent on CBC Radio’s Prime Time, and popular music 
correspondent for The Women’s Television Network. With journalist Anne Legace -
Dawson, he commented on culture for CBC’s Montre al-based television news program 
Newswatch.  He occasionally writes a column for Huffingtonpost.ca  You may follow Will 
Straw on Twitter at @wstraw 

Institute Staff / Personnel de l’Institut 

SYMPOSIUM ORGANIZATION/ ORGANISATION DE LA SYMPOSIUM 

Adrian Chu & the Staff at the McGill Faculty Club  

Cynthia Lee, Senior Communications Officer , McGill Media Relations Office 

Stewart McCombie & McGill Network and Communications Services 

 

Special Thanks / Remerciements 



DOWNEY, Allan 
Nak’azdli First Nation, Academic Associate, McGill 
University  

Allan is a member of the Nak'azdli First Nation and an 
Academic Associate in Indigenous Studies at the McGill 
Institute for the Study of Canada.  A graduate of Wilfrid 
Laurier University, he joined McGill last fall after teaching in 

both the Department of History and North American Studies Program at Laurier.  Playing 
lacrosse since he was ten years old, Allan has played at several of the highest levels – 
including being drafted professionally – and took his passion for the sport and turned it 
into a PhD project and now a forthcoming book.  His book, The Creator’s Game, focuses on 
the history of lacrosse in Indigenous communities from 1867-1990, to better understand 
Native-Newcomer relations and Indigenous identity formation.  Beyond teaching, Allan 
splits his time volunteering for Indigenous communities and youth organizations. 

HEWINGS, Meg 
General Manager, The Montreal Stars, Canadian Women’s Hockey 
League  

Meg Hewings (Meg E. Winks) plays and follows hockey devotedly – but 
not exclusively (she also loves dancing). A firm believer that sport is 
one of the best laboratories for human behaviour, Winks began her 
hockey career at age 11 as a Leaside Angel, and later played varsity 
hockey for the McGill Martlets (#13) and one season in the women's 
semi-pro circuit with the Montreal Wingstar. She remains active in the 
sport as the GM of the Montreal Stars professional team, and founder 
of The Lovely Hockey League. She works in media-arts in Montreal, 

happily exploring where art, sport, and culture mingle.   

Kelly, Brendan 
Journalist, The Montreal Gazette, CBC Radio, Radio-Canada 

Brendan Kelly is an art journalist at The Montreal Gazette, where he 
publishes the column, Show Biz Chez Nous. He is also an arts columnist 
with CBC Radio and appears frequently on ICI Radio-Canada Premie re. 
He covered the Canadian film and TV business for Variety for the past 15 
years. He co-wrote the documentary The Montreal Canadiens: 100 Years – 
100 Stars, which aired on CBC-TV. He is a regular contributor to Bazzo.tv. 
He also has a Habs-obsessed hockey blog, Top Shelf With BK. 

Speakers at this event will speak in both English and French, as indicated in 
the programme. Questions for all speakers are welcome in both languages.       

Les présentations auront lieu en anglais et en français, tel qu'indiqué dans le 
programme. Les questions posées aux invité(e)s seront bienvenues dans les deux 

langues.  

 

1:30pm  Doors open / Ouverture 
13 h 30 
 
2:00pm Words of Welcome / Mot de bienvenue : 

14 h 00 
 

 Will Straw, Director, McGill Institute for the Study of Canada;  
 Professor, Department of Art History and Communications  
 Studies / Directeur, Institut d’études canadiennes de McGill;  
 Professeur, Département d’histoire de l’art et études en  
 communication 

     With Host: 

 Brendan Kelly, Journalist / Journaliste, The Montreal Gazette, 
CBC Radio, Radio-Canada  
 

2:15pm Presentation / Présentation 

14 h 15   

 “(Association) Football and Newfoundland National Identity: 
 1870-1900” / « Football (association) et l’identité nationale de 
 Terre-Neuve: 1870-1900 »  (ENGLISH) 

 

 Osvaldo Croci, Professor, Department of Political Science,  
 Memorial University, Newfoundland / Professeur, Département 
 de science politique, Université Memorial, Terre-Neuve  
  

2:45pm Presentation / Présentation 

14 h 45  

 “Cricket in Montreal: Visualizing Race, Masculinity, and Community 
 in the Nineteenth and Twentieth-Century ” / « Le cricket à Montréal : 
 visualiser la race, la masculinité et la communauté au 19e et 20e 
 siècle » (ENGLISH) 
  
  
 Mercelie Dionne-Petit, MA, Art History, McGill  University /  Maîtrise 
 en Histoire de l’art, Université McGill  
     

 PROGRAMME 



3:15pm Break / Pause 

15 h 15  
 

3:30pm  Presentation / Présentation 

15 h 30 
 
          “Identity Games: Indigenous Identities and the Game of Lacrosse on 
 the West Coast ” / « Jeux identitaires : identités autochtones et le jeu 
 de la crosse sur la côte ouest » (ENGLISH) 

 

 Allan Downey, Academic Associate,  MISC Indigenous Studies 
 Program, McGill University / Associé académique, programme 
 d’Études autochtones de l’IÉCM, Université McGill   

 

4:00pm  Presentation / Présentation 

16 h 00 
 
          “The Canadiens on the Red Line Between Faith and Idolatry” / 
 « Le Canadien sur la ligne rouge entre la foi et l'idolâtrie »                              

    (FRANÇAIS) 

 

 Olivier Bauer, Associate Professor, Faculty of Theology and 
 Religious Studies / Professeur agrégé, Faculté de théologie et de 
 sciences des religions, Universite  de Montre al  

 

4:30pm Presentation / Présentation 

16 h 30 
           

 “Women in Hockey: A Question of Belonging” / « Les femmes et le 
 hockey : une question d'appartenance » (ENGLISH) 

 

 Meg Hewings, General Manager, The Montreal Stars, Canadian 
 Women’s Hockey League  / Directrice générale, Stars de 
 Montréal, Ligue canadienne de hockey féminin  

 

 

5:00pm  Closing remarks and reception / Mot de clôture  

17 h 00  et réception 

 

DIONNE-PETIT, Mercelie 
MA, Art History, McGill University  

Mercelie Dionne-Petit is a recent Master of Arts graduate, from the 
Department of Art History and Communication Studies of McGill 
University. Ms. Dionne-Petit specializes in the visual representation of 
black subjects in the nineteenth and twentieth century in Canada, with 
an emphasis on gender and sports culture. Cricket in Montreal: 
Visualizing Race, Masculinity, and Community in the Nineteenth and 
Twentieth-Century explores the British game of cricket and the 

intersection of race, gender, and sports culture in visual imagery.  

CROCI, Osvaldo 
Professor, Memorial University  

Osvaldo Croci is a Professor in the Department of Political 
Science at Memorial University in Newfoundland where 
he teaches courses in international politics as well as on 
the European Union, and Canadian and U.S. Foreign 
policy. He has written extensively on Italian and Canadian 
foreign policy as well as on transatlantic relations, 

language and politics, and sport and politics. He is currently working on the very first 
history of (association) football in Newfoundland from its origins in the 1870s to today.  

 

BAUER, Olivier 
Associate Professor, Université de Montréal  

Olivier Bauer spent his professional life in Practical Theology on three 
continents, between Protestant Churches and Faculties of Theology. 
He studied Theology in Neucha tel, Montpellier and Lausanne where he 
got his PhD in 2000. He worked for Protestant Churches in France and 
Switzerland, as a chaplain in a Protestant High School and College in 
Tahiti (1993-1999) and as the pastor of the French speaking 
Protestant Church of Washington, DC (2003-2006). He has taught 
theology at the Universities of Lausanne and Neucha tel and since 

2005, and he is Associate Professor at the Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies of 
the University of Montreal. 

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES / NOTES BIOGRAPHIQUES 


