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CANS 306: Issues in Native Studies (3 credits) 

Fall 2020 

Friday 11:35AM – 2:25PM  

Virtual Office hours: Fridays 2:25 - 4:25 (by appointment)  

Instructor: Aedan Alderson  

Email: aedanalderson@gmail.com 
 
Course Description: This course brings together several interconnected strands of 
contemporary Indigenous issues. This course will introduce a number of prominent 
social, cultural, political, and historical themes that are at the top of the public 
conscience. Many of the issues explored here are complemented by theoretical 
literature; in other places, developments in the legal scholarship is presented. In either 
case, there is no prerequisite or advanced subject-matter background required.  

Remote Delivery: this course features flexible remote teaching. All lectures will be pre-
recorded and posted on MyCourses. Students who wish to do so will have the 
opportunity to watch the weekly pre-recorded lecture and/or supplementary videos 
broadcast by the instructor via zoom between 11:35 and 12:35 during class time.  
Weekly drop-in conferences will be held with the instructor between 1pm and 2:25pm 
via zoom, allowing students to discuss readings, assignments and course themes as a 
group. This course's weekly drop-in conferences will have flexible end-times up to 
2:25pm (EST), based on participation, and pursuant to the Faculty of Arts guidelines 
3.7(5), students will not be recorded* in order to encourage free participation in 
discussion. Instead, in order to accommodate students who are unable to attend these 
conferences, an anonymized summary of key questions and ideas raised during our 
zoom discussions will be posted to MyCourses website. *In the second last week of the 
course, the weekly conference time will be used for group presentations which will be 
recorded. Students will need to form groups with at least one member who consents to 
being recorded and to serve as their spokesperson while presenting their work related 
to a documentary they will watch on their own time. Alternatively, groups can opt to 
create a short video which will be broadcast to the rest of participants during the 
scheduled meeting. The video of this conference will be posted on MyCourses as a 
resource for all students, including those group members who are unable to attend.  

Readings & Course Materials: There is no requisite textbook for this course. All 
readings in this course are available online or in electronic format through accessing the 
McGill Library. Direct links to course materials will be posted on the MyCourses website.  
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Evaluation: Your overall course grade is based on the following three components:  
1) Six reading reflection assignments; 2) one presentation; and 3) one take-home quiz.  

1. Assignments (10% x 6) – 60% 
 
This course relies heavily on reading reflection assignments to make room for 
students to engage with the issues that are presented within the class. Students 
should write between 450 - 600 words per reflection, with proper APA style 
citations. Your grade will be broken down into 3% for demonstrating 
comprehension (identifying key arguments, issues or events in the week's 
readings), 3% for personal reflection, 2% for identifying two questions related to 
the reading material that they can bring to our zoom meetings, and 2% for format 
(citations, spelling, and grammar). Further instructions and examples of this 
assignment will be provided to you on the myCourses page.  
 

2. Presentation – 20% 

Students will create a collaborative presentation for the second last zoom class 
of the semester. Your presentation will reflect on the key issues presented in a 
documentary covering Indigenous issues, which you will be expected to watch on 
your own time. A full list of the suggested documentaries will be available on the 
MyCourses website at the start of the semester. Students may suggest 
alternative documentaries for approval during class on October 9th, when they 
will select their groups. In addition to the presentation, students will be required 
to create a handout to be distributed electronically to the rest of the class 
containing information about at least (3) additional sources that can allow your 
peers to learn more about the issues/events your present on. Your group's 
completion of the presentation and handout will be worth 10% of your final grade, 
with the remaining 10% of your grade determined by peer-evaluation. Group 
members will be expected to submit evaluations for each other. Peer-evaluation 
grades will be calculated as the mean (average) that your peers (fellow group 
members) assign to you. This grade will be final and thus not subject to appeal. 

3. Take-Home Quiz - 20% 

           Students will have exactly one week to complete a take-home quiz, with  
 questions posted electronically on second last week of class. The themes, 
 and format of questions on the quiz will be discussed early on in the course.  

All assignments and essays are to be completed in 12-point font, double-spaced, 
with standard 1-inch margins. Assignments are to be submitted to the MyCourses 
page by noon (EST) on the due dates provided below. Late submissions of the 
take-home quiz will not be accepted, except in exceptional circumstances (i.e. 
with an official doctor's note or other official documentation). Late assignments 
will receive deductions of 5% per day, including the due date. Assignments will 
not be accepted after 3 days past the due date.  
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Netiquette: The University recognizes the importance of maintaining teaching spaces 
that are respectful and inclusive for all involved. To this end, offensive, violent, or 
harmful language arising in contexts such as the following may result in disciplinary 
action: 1) Username (use only your legal or preferred name). 2) Visual backgrounds. 3) 
"Chat" boxes. To maintain a clear and uninterrupted learning space for all, you should 
keep your microphone muted, unless you are invited by the instructor to speak. You 
should also follow instructors’ directions about the use of “chat” functions.  

Communication Policy: Email is the most appropriate method of communication. 
Students will also be able to schedule zoom meetings during virtual office hours. My 
email is: aedanalderson@gmail.com. Your email should contain the course code in the 
subject heading, as well as your full name to ensure that your email reaches me and is 
responded to. I will do my best to respond to all emails during the following business 
day. In all forms of communications, during zoom meets, within the myCourses website, 
and via email, it is expected that all parties will keep their discussions cordial. 

Exceptions & Accommodation: Please contact me as soon as possible should you 
begin dealing with any form of emergency that could interfere with your coursework or if 
you need accommodations related to course content or activities due to equity, 
disability, or other personal matters. In all cases, I will do my best to work with you to 
help you succeed, so please do not hesitate to contact me about these issues. For 
students experiencing disability related barriers to their learning, additional resources 
may also be available at the Office for Students with Disabilities (514-398-6009). 
 
Copyright and Reproduction of Course Materials All slides, video recordings, lecture 
notes, etc. remain the instructor’s intellectual property. As such, you may only use these 
for your own learning and may not disseminate/share these materials. Infringements of 
copyright can result in disciplinary action with serious consequences for students.  
 
Academic Integrity: McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students 
must understand the meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other 
academic offences under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures 
(see www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ for more information). L'université McGill 
attache une haute importance à l’honnêteté académique. Il incombe par conséquent à 
tous les étudiants de comprendre ce que l'on entend par tricherie, plagiat et autres 
infractions académiques, ainsi que les conséquences que peuvent avoir de telles 
actions, selon le Code de conduite de l'étudiant et des procédures disciplinaires (pour 
de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site http://www.mcgill.ca/integrity).  
 
Charter of Students’ Rights: In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ 
Rights, students in this course have the right to submit in English or in French any 
written work that is to be graded. This does not apply to courses in which acquiring 
proficiency in a language is one of the objectives. Conformément à la Charte des droits 
de l’étudiant de l’Université McGill, chaque étudiant a le droit de soumettre en français 
ou en anglais tout travail écrit devant être noté (sauf dans le cas des cours dont l’un des 
objets est la maîtrise d’une langue).  
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Content warning: Some of the course content may be disturbing for some students. It 
has been included in the course because it directly relates to the learning outcomes. 
Additional content warnings and information on resources for students will be distributed 
with course materials. Please contact the instructor if you have any specific concerns. 

Disclaimer: In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University’s control, 
the content and/or evaluation scheme in this course is subject to change.  
 
Lecture Topics and Required Readings  

September 4th: Week 1: Overview of course, introduction to Indigenous Peoples  

Alicia Elliot. January 5, 2018. A Memo to Canada: Indigenous people are not 
your incompetent children. In The Globe and Mail.  

Chelsea Vowel. The Terminology of Relationships: Just Don't Call Us Late for 
Supper, Names for Indigenous Peoples. In Indigenous Writes: A Guide to First 
Nations, Métis & Inuit issues in Canada. 7-14. 

John Ralston Saul. Learning to see ourselves. In A Fair Country: Telling Truths 
About Canada. 35-45. 

September 11th: Week 2: Colonization  

Audra Simpson. The ruse of consent and the anatomy of ‘refusal’: cases from 
indigenous North America and Australia. In Postcolonial Studies. 20(1). 18-33.  

Bonita Lawrence. Rewriting Histories of the land: Colonization and Indigenous 
resistance in Eastern Canada. In S. Razack (ed.). Race, space and the law: 
Unmapping a white settler society. 21-46. 
 
Albert Memmi. 2003. The Colonizer Who Accepts. In The Colonizer and the 
Colonized. 89-120. 

 
September 18th: Week 3: Sovereignty, Treaties, and Territory 

 
John Borrows. 1997. Wampum at Niagara: The Royal Proclamation, Canadian 
Legal History, and Self-Government. In Aboriginal and Treaty Rights in Canada: 
Essays on Law, Equality, and Respect for Difference. 155-172. 

Sheldon Krasowski. Introduction: The Numbered Treaties in Historical Context. In 
No Surrender: The Land Remains Indigenous. 1-37. 

Glenn Coulthard. 2007. Subjects of Empire: Indigenous Peoples and the ‘Politics 
of Recognition’ in Canada. Contemporary Political Theory. 6. 437–460. 
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September 25th: Week 4: The Legacies of Indian Residential Schools 

Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada. 2015. Introduction. In 
Honouring the Truth, Reconciling for the Future: Summary of the Final Report of 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada. 1-22.  

Green, R. (2012). Unsettling cures: Exploring the limits of the Indian residential 
school settlement agreement. Canadian Journal of Law & Society. 27(1). 129-
148.  

Holly A. McKenzie, Colleen Varcoe, Annette J. Browne, and Linda Day. 2016. 
Disrupting the Continuities Among Residential Schools, the Sixties Scoop, and 
Child Welfare: An Analysis of Colonial and Neocolonial Discourses. In, The 
International Indigenous Policy Journal. 7(2). 1-14. 
 
Watch: Michael R. Denny. IRS Independent Assessment Process.  

October 2nd: Week 5: Gendered Violence and MMIWG 

Erica Violet Lee. April 2, 2015. For Cindy, For Ourselves: Healing in the context 
of colonial gender violence. In Moontime Warrior.  
 
Pamela Palmater. 2016. Shining Light on Dark Places: Addressing Police 
Racism and Sexualized Violence against Indigenous Women and Girls in the 
National Inquiry. Canadian Journal of Women and the Law 28 (2): 253-284.  

The National Inquiry Into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls. 
2019. Deeper Dive: Resource Extraction Projects and Violence against 
Indigenous Women. In, MMIWG Final Report. 584-594. 

Sarah Morales. 2018. Canary in a Coal Mine: Indigenous Women and Extractive 
Industries in Canada Sarah Morales. 73-85. In, UNDRIP Implementation More 
Reflections on the Braiding of International, Domestic and Indigenous Laws. 

 
October 9th: Week 6:  Land Defense  
 

Aimée Craft. 2019. Navigating Our Ongoing Sacred Legal Relationship with Nibi 
(Water). In Braiding Legal Orders. 101-111. 
 
Andrew Crosby & Jeff Monaghan. 2018. Chapter 4: The Raid at Elsipogtog. In 
Policing Indigenous Movements: Dissent and the Security State.  
 
*Required*  
Listen to the Warrior Life podcast: Episode 29, with Ellen Gabriel  
 
Explore: the Wet’suwet’en Supporter Toolkit (2020 version) 
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October 16th: Week 7: Colonial Barriers to Indigenous Health  

Karina Czyzewski. 2011. Colonialism as a Broader Social Determinant of Health. 
In International Indigenous Policy Journal. 2(1). 1-14. 

Cindy Blackstock. 2012. Jordan's Principle: Canada's broken promise to First 
Nations children. In Pediatrics & Child Health. 17(7). 368-370. 

Human Rights Watch. 2016. Make it Safe: Canada's Obligation to End the First 
Nations Water Crisis [special report].  

LLoy Wylie & Stephanie McConkey. 2019. Insiders' Insight: Discrimination 
against Indigenous Peoples through the Eyes of Health Care Professionals. In 
Journal of Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities. 37-45. 

Gina Starblanket & Dallas Hunt. 2020. Covid-19, the numbered treaties & the 
politics of life. 4-19. 

 
October 23rd: Week 8: Urban Indigenous Environments 

Jon Johnson. 2013. The Great Indian Bus Tour Mapping Toronto’s Urban First 
Nations Oral Tradition In, The nature of empires and the empires of nature: 
Indigenous peoples and the Great Lakes environment. 279-294.   

Leanne Betasamosake Simpson. 2017. Plight; Big Water; Circles Upon Circles. 
In, This Accident of Being Lost: Songs and Stories. 5-8; 65-68; 75-78.   

Wawmeesh Hamilton. January 26, 2020. Urban Indigenous people forgotten in 
UNDRIP talks, say advocates. In, CBC News. 

 
October 30th: Week 9: Indigeneity: band status, citizenship, and DNA 

Pam Palmater. 2011. Rethinking Indigenous Identity and Belonging. In Beyond 
Blood: Rethinking Indigenous Identity. 175-210.  

Taiaiake Alfred and Jeff Corntassel. 2005. Being Indigenous: Resurgences 
against Contemporary Colonialism. Government and Opposition 40 (4): 597-614.  
 
Darryl Leroux. 2018. Social Studies of Science. ‘We’ve been here for 2,000 
years’: White settlers, Native American DNA and the phenomenon of 
indigenization. In Social Studies of Science. 80-100. 
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November 6th: Week 10: Indigenous Anti-Racism and Black-Indigenous Relations 

Bonita Lawrence and Ena Dua. 2005. Decolonizing Anti-Racism. In Social 
Justice. 32(4). 120-143. 
 
Nandita Sharma and Cynthia Wright. 2008.  Decolonizing Resistance, 
Challenging Colonial States. In Social Justice. 3(113). 120-138. 
 
Zainab Amadahy and Bonita Lawrence. Indigenous Peoples and Black People in 
Canada: Settlers or Allies? In Breaching the Colonial Contract. 105-136.  
 
Joy Henderson. July 1 2020. As an Afro-Indigenous woman being Canadian 
means living in a nation built on my ancestors’ stolen lands by my ancestors’ 
slave labour. In The Toronto Star.  

November 13th: Week 11: Decolonization 

Eve Tuck and K. Wayne Yang. 2012. Decolonization is not a metaphor. In 
Decolonization: Indigeneity, Education & Society 1 (1): 1-40.  

Shiri Pasternak and Hayden King. 2019. Land Back: A Yellowhead Institute Red 
Paper.  

November 20th: Week 12: (No lecture) Group Presentations 

November 27th: Week 13: Reconciliation  

Elder Albert Marshall. May 29, 2018. Learning Together by Learning to Listen to 
Each Other. In Education Canada.  
 
Ruth Koleszar-Green. 2018. What is a Guest? What is a Settler? In, Cultural and 
Pedagogical Inquiry, 10(2), 166-177. 

 
Tanya Talaga. 2020. Reconciliation isn’t dead. It never truly existed. In The 
Globe and Mail. 
 
Cheryl Knockwood. 2019. Rebuilding Relations and Nations: A Mi'kmaw 
Perspective of the Path to Reconciliation. In, Braiding Legal Orders. 111-119. 
 
Joshua Nichols and Robert Hamilton. 2019. Conflicts or Complementarity with 
Domestic Systems? UNDRIP, Aboriginal Law and the Future of International 
Norms in Canada. In, Braiding Legal Orders. 207-215. 

December 4th: No Class, Research Essay Due (Fall Term Study Day)  


