
CANS 200 Understanding Canada 
Fall 2020 
  
Instructor 
Prof. Andrew Potter 
E-mail Address: andrew2.potter@mcgill.ca 
Office Hours: Tuesdays from 10 to to 11:30 am via Zoom   

 
  
Teaching Assistants:  
Ryanne Lau:   ryanne.lau@mail.mcgill.ca  
Lauren Buchardt: lauren.buchardt@mail.mcgill.ca  
 
Class Hours: Tuesday and Thursday, 1:05-2:25 
 
Remote Delivery: this course features flexible remote teaching, as all the lectures will 
be pre-recorded and posted on MyCourses at least 24 hours before the class time (so 
usually around noon Monday). These lectures will tend to be shorter than a standard in-
class lecture, and divided into shorter chunks focusing on specific arguments or issues. 
So, in a typical week, the “lecture” might actually consist of 2-4 mini-lectures based on 
the general theme of the week.  

During the normal class lecture times, using Zoom, the teaching assistants will each 
host a seminar that will go into more depth on the course readings, pick up themes from 
the lectures, and otherwise answer student questions and facilitate discussion. 

 
Course Description 
 
One of the longest-standing and most-deeply held convictions about this country is that 
it is doomed, that it is an impossible federation, an accident of history, that can’t 
possibly hold together given the centrifugal forces of modernity -- technology, liberalism, 
and globalization. How can Canada possibly work? 
 
But there’s a less dramatic take on the question, which begins with the assumption that 
Canada is a viable, functioning, stable, and reasonably independent country. But how 
did this come to pass? And given that it exists, with the borders, institutions, and culture 
that it has, how does it all hang together? How do Canada’s various political, social, 
economic, and cultural institutions work together to create and sustain the country? 
 



This course is an interdisciplinary introduction to understanding Canada, and it is 
roughly divided into two sections: How Canada came to be, and how Canada works 
today. In the first half we will look at the forces that made Canada how it is; in the 
second, we will look at a few of the ways that Canada actually functions in practice, 
including the legalization of abortion and the decade-long war in Afghanistan.  
 
A MyCourses page is available for the course. We will use this page to make 
information available to you and you can use it to communicate with instructors or with 
other students. All assignments must be submitted electronically into a MyCourses 
dropbox. 
 
Course Assignments 
 
The course requirements are four written assignments, all of which should be 
submitted on MyCourses by Noon Eastern TIme on the due dates specified in 
bold in the course schedule provided below. 
 
20% Take home quiz 
20% Critical response to Lament for a Nation 
20%  Book Review of Clearing the Plains 
40% Take home exam 
 
Required Readings 
 
There are five required books. Hardcopies are available through the McGill Bookstore 
as well as through commercial delivery services such as Amazon. Electronic versions 
are available for commercial platforms such as Kindle, and in some cases as e-texts 
through the McGill Library.  
 
 
H.V. Nelles, A Little History of Canada (third edition), Oxford.  
Kate McKenna, No Choice: The 30 year fight for abortion on Prince Edward Island, 
Fernwood Publishing.  
George Grant, Lament for a Nation, by George Grant. Please use the 40th anniversary 
edition published by MQUP.  
James Daschuk, Clearing the Plains, University of Saskatchewan Press 
Kim Nossal and JC Boucher, The Politics of War: Canada’s Afghanistan Mission 
2001-2014, UBC Press.  
 
 



Additional links to electronic material will be made available on the Mycourses page for 
the course.  
 
Extraordinary Circumstances 

In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University’s control, the content 
and/or evaluation scheme in this course is subject to change. 

Zoom Etiquette 

The University recognizes the importance of maintaining teaching spaces that are 
respectful and inclusive for all involved. To this end, offensive, violent, or harmful 
language arising in contexts such as the following may be cause for disciplinary action: 

1. Username (use only your legal or preferred name) 
2. Visual backgrounds 
3. “Chat” boxes 

To maintain a clear and uninterrupted learning space for all, you should keep your 
microphone muted throughout your class, unless it is your turn to speak.  

You should follow instructors’ directions about the use of the “chat” function on remote 
learning platforms. 

 

McGill University Policies 
  
1. Policy on Academic Integrity 
 
“McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore all students must understand the 
meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under 
the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (see 
www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ for more information).” 
 
« L’université McGill attache une haute importance à l’honnêteté académique. Il 
incombe par conséquent à tous les étudiants de comprendre ce que l’on entend par 
tricherie, plagiat et autres infractions académiques, ainsi que les conséquences que 
peuvent avoir de telles actions, selon le Code de conduite de l'étudiant et des 
procédures disciplinaires (pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le 
site www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/). » 
  
2.  Language policy 
 



“In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course 
have the right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded.  
 
« Conformément à la Charte des droits de l’étudiant de l’Université McGill, chaque 
étudiant a le droit de soumettre en français ou en anglais tout travail écrit devant être 
noté » 
 
 
Lecture and Readings Schedule 
 
Week 1 
Sept 3  Introduction to the course 
 
Week 2 
Sept 8  Early Indigenous History and New France 
Nelles, Chapter 1 
 
Week 3 
Sept 15 New France to British North America 
Nelles chapter 2 
 
Week 4  
Sept 22 Confederation and McDonald’s Canada 
Nelles chapter 3 
 
Week 5  
Sept 29 Canada in the 20th Century 
Nelles chapters 4-5 
 
QUESTIONS FOR QUIZ POSTED 
 
Week 6  
Oct 6  Canada on the continent  
Lament for a Nation Parts 1-4 
 
QUIZ DUE 
 
Week 7 
Oct 13   Is Canada possible? 
Lament, parts 5-7; Potter Intro 



Bliss Identity trilogy 
 
 
Week 8  
Oct 20  Clearing the Plains 1 
Daschuk part 1 
 
CRITICAL RESPONSE TO LAMENT FOR A NATION DUE 
 
Week 9  
Oct 27  Clearing the Plains 2 
Daschuk Part 2 
 
Week 10    
Nov 3  The Fight for Abortion on PEI 
McKenna, No Choice 
 
DASHUK BOOK REVIEW DUE 
 
 
Week 11 Canada in Afghanistan 1 
Nov 10  Nossal + Boucher 
Plus other readings 
 
Week 12 Canada in Afghanistan 2 
Nov 17  Nossal + Boucher 
Plus other readings  
 
Week 13 Canada in Afghanistan 3  
Nov 24  Nossal + Boucher 
 
Week 14 Conclusion 
Dec 1  Wrapup lecture 
Take-home final exam: questions posted on MyCourses at noon ET exactly one 
week before the official exam date, which will be announced during the semester 
by the McGill exam office. 

 


