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COURSE SYLLABUS 
 

CANS 200: Understanding Canada (CRN 1557) 
 

General information 

Course and Section: CANS 200 

Term and year: Fall 2022 

Course schedule: Lecture times: Mondays and (some) Wednesdays, 1:05pm – 2:25pm 

Lecture location: Macdonald Harrington Building G-10 

 

Conferences times and locations: TBA 

Number of credits: 3.000 Credits 

Instructor information 

Name and title: Dr. Jodey Nurse 

E-mail: jodey.nurse@mcgill.ca  

Office hours and location:  Wednesdays 10am – 12pm, Ferrier Building 102F 

TA information  

Name:  Bronwyn Miles 

E-mail: browyn.miles@mcgill.ca 

Office hours: TBA 

TA information  

Name:  Eric Wilkinson 

E-mail: eric.wilkinson@mcgill.ca 

Office hours: TBA 

Communication plan: If you have questions about the course, please email me or visit me 

during my office hours. If you have a question about your course 

conference specifically, please email your designated TA or visit your 

TA during their office hours. If you contact us via email, we will do our 
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best to respond within 48 hours during the regular work week. Please 

check the course website regularly for course updates and 

information.  

 

Land Acknowledgement 

McGill University sits on land that has long been a site of meeting and exchange amongst Indigenous 

peoples, including the Haudenosaunee confederacy and the Anishinaabe nations. This is a course about 

understanding Canada, and therefore the experiences and stories we will explore are intertwined with 

conversations about on-going colonialism and its effects in the world around us today and in the past. 

We recognize and respect the diverse Indigenous peoples whose presence marks this territory on which 

we now gather, and we understand that colonialism is an ongoing process and hope this course helps 

build our mindfulness of our present participation. 

Course description 

What is Canada? Canadians have not always agreed on what Canada is: what its national symbols should 

be; where its borders are; what stories its history should include; what central values it promotes. 

Indeed, what Canada represents is not a stable idea, but is instead a debated concept wielded by various 

actors in the past and the present to legitimize divergent agendas or beliefs. In this course, we will 

explore these different ideas about Canada by examining the evolution of some of the country’s key 

cultural, economic, social and political institutions and interrogating many important and defining topics 

such as colonialism, liberalism, nationalism, identity, multiculturalism, race, the welfare state, trade, 

human rights, gender equity, public health, foreign affairs, climate change, and reconciliation. 

Throughout this investigation, we question what stories we tell about Canada and why, while also 

exploring the voices and experiences that have commonly been silenced. The assignments for this 

course are specifically created to allow for a strong overview of these important subjects, but also to 

encourage you to focus on more specific topics for which you have a particular interest. Throughout the 

course, you will develop important interchangeable skills such as critical thinking and persuasive writing 

abilities in an inclusive and collaborative environment and gain a greater understanding of Canada. 

Course delivery 

• This course is an in-person course, but it does make use of myCourses, which you can access 
using your central login and password. The course website will provide copies of the syllabus, 
assignments, general information, drop boxes for submitting assignments, posted grades, 
discussion boards, links to course readings, and more. Important announcements are also 
made on the myCourses’ announcement board, so please try to check the site before each 
class, just in case. 

•  I will also post additional links to student resources through myCourses, including links to the 
Learning Resources page. Visit https://www.mcgill.ca/tls/students/learning-resources for 
more details.  

https://www.mcgill.ca/tls/students/learning-resources
https://www.mcgill.ca/tls/students/learning-resources
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• I strongly encourage you to seek support from Student Services if you are feeling 

overwhelmed by your academic work and/or would like to further develop your time and 

workload management skills. Visit https://www.mcgill.ca/studentservices/ for more details. 

Learning outcomes 

 

Upon completion of this course, you will be able to: 

1. Identify and analyze key cultural, economic, social, and political institutions in Canada and their 

evolution over time and interrogate key concepts such as nationalism and identity 

2. Connect the past and present and improve your research and writing skills through the research 

assignments 

3. Confidently engage in group discussions, provide a clear and coherent expression of your 

thoughts, and be open and considerate of others’ ideas 

4. Build community with your peers by sharing your research and ideas 

 

Instructional methods 

In this course, you will have regular lectures as well as conferences led by your assigned TA. As noted 

at the beginning of this course outline, you will receive three credits upon completion of this course, 

and therefore you will be expected to spend a total of about 135 hours attending course lectures and 

conferences and completing course assignments and preparing for other course activities.  

 

All class lectures and conferences will be held in person this semester, but please note that 

instructional methods are subject to change based on public health protocols and university policy. For 

more information about participating in conferences and what to do about any unexpected absences 

in the course, please see the related information posted on the course website. 

 

As explained earlier, the course website, found through the myCourses portal, will provide all of the 

information you need to complete the course. Please review the course website regularly for course 

updates and information. You are also encouraged to download the myCourses Pulse mobile app to 

stay connected and on track. 

 

Expectations for student participation 

You are expected to participate in course activities and complete course assignments as outlined in 

the course syllabus and on the course website and related documents. If after reading the course 

syllabus and assignment instructions you have any questions, please contact me for clarification.  

 

Please note that you must be courteous in all your course interactions and communications with the 

instructor, TAs, and fellow classmates. It is important that teaching and learning spaces are respectful 

https://www.mcgill.ca/studentservices/
https://www.mcgill.ca/studentservices/
https://mcgill.service-now.com/itportal?id=kb_article&sysparm_article=KB0011379
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and inclusive. To this end, offensive, violent, or harmful language arising in course contexts may be 

cause for disciplinary action. 

Intellectual property considerations 

 

To protect intellectual property, please ensure that all the associated course materials are not 

reproduced or placed in the public domain. While everyone enrolled in the course can use course 

materials for their own purposes, they cannot allow others to use it by posting it online or giving it or 

selling it to others who may copy it and make it available. Instructor-generated course materials are 

protected by law and copyright infringements can be subject to follow-up by the University under the 

Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures. Your cooperation in this matter is greatly 

appreciated.   

 

Required course materials 

All course content and readings are freely available through the course website and the McGill Library 

website for all students enrolled in this course. No textbook purchases are required for this class. 

Optional course materials 

Although the lectures will provide the basic context you need to understand the assigned readings for 

this course, I strongly encourage any students who have not previously taken an introductory 

Canadian history course to consider reviewing a general Canadian history text. A historical perspective 

of Canada is critical in this course. While there are many texts available, including H.V. Nelles’ A Little 

History of Canada (third edition), you may also want to consult the free, open-access, and online text 

by John Douglas Belshaw, Canadian History: Post-Confederation (B.C. Open Textbook Project, 2016). 

https://opentextbc.ca/postconfederation/. 

 

https://opentextbc.ca/postconfederation/
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Course Schedule 
 

Week Date Description Course Requirements Assignments 

due 

1 Aug. 31 

(Lecture) 

Introduction to 

the Course 

Please login to the course website and review the course 

syllabus, assignments, and schedule and come prepared 

with any questions you might have about the course. 

Please 

complete 

and submit 

the “Stuff I 

Want to 

Know About 

You” form to 

the 

designated 

online drop 

box. 

2 Sep. 7 

(Lecture) 

Changing 

Lifeworlds 

Assigned reading: 

• Susan M. Hill, “Chapter 1: Karihwa’onwe–The 

Original Matters,” in The Clay We Are Made Of: 

Haudenosaunee Land Tenure on the Grand River 

(Winnipeg: University of Manitoba Press, 2017), 

15–52. 

 

3 Sep. 12 

(Lecture) 

 

 

 

 

 

Sep. 14 

(Lecture) 

Transforming 

Powers 

 

 

 

 

 

Political Culture 

and 

Confederation 

Assigned reading: 

• Donald Fyson, “Between the Ancien Régime and 

Liberal Modernity: Law, Justice and State 

Formation in Colonial Quebec, 1760–1867,” 

History Compass 12, no. 5 (2014): 412–432.  

 

Assigned reading: 

• Sasha Mullally, “Marginally Relevant?” The 

“Fathers of Confederation” and Canadian 

History,” Canadian Historical Review 98, no. 4 

(2017): 727–741.  
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4 Sep. 19 

(Lecture) 

 

+  

 

Scheduled 

conferences 

(NO lecture 

on Sep. 21) 

Colonialization Assigned reading: 

• Carmen J. Nielson, “Caricaturing Colonial Space: 

Indigenized, Feminized Bodies and Anglo-

Canadian Identity, 1873–94,” Canadian Historical 

Review 96, no. 4 (2015), 473–506. 

• Allan Downey, “Twaá:rathon 1: The Canadian 

Appropriation of Lacrosse and “Indian” 

Performances,” in The Creator’s Game: Lacrosse, 

Identity, and Indigenous Nationhood (Vancouver: 

UBC Press, 2018), 33–84.  

Readings 

assigned this 

week will be 

discussed in 

scheduled 

conferences.  

 

 

5 Sep. 26 

(Lecture) 

 

+  

 

Scheduled 

conferences 

(NO lecture 

on Sep. 28) 

Liberalism and 

Nationalism 

Assigned reading: 

• Michael Lincoln, “Nationalism and the 

Solitudes,” International Journal of Canadian 

Studies 50 (2014): 45–64.  

• Pablo Giori, “Quebeckers and Québécois: 

Evolution and Changes in Identity and National 

Habitus in Quebec (1960-2016),” National 

Identities 21, 3 (2019): 267–285.  

Readings 

assigned this 

week will be 

discussed in 

scheduled 

conferences. 

 

DUE Friday, 

Sep 30: 

“Past, 

Present, and 

Future” 

Research 

Proposal 

6 Oct. 3 

 

+  

 

Scheduled 

conferences 

(NO lecture 

on Oct. 5) 

Symbols, 

Celebrations, 

and 

Commemoration 

Assigned reading: 

• Tina Loo, “Dan Cranmer’s Potlach: Law as 

Coercion, Symbol, and Rhetoric in British 

Columbia, 1884–1951,” The Canadian Historical 

Review 73, no. 2 (1992): 125–165.  

• Owen Thomas, “Cultural Tourism, 

Commemorative Plaques, and African-Canadian 

Historiography: Challenging Historical 

Marginality,” Histoire social/Social History 29, 

no. 58 (1996): 431–439.  

Readings 

assigned this 

week will be 

discussed in 

scheduled 

conferences. 

7 FALL BREAK 

No classes 

scheduled 

(Oct. 10 + 

Oct. 12) 
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8 Oct. 17 

+  

 

Scheduled 

conferences 

(NO lecture 

on Oct. 19) 

The Rights 

Revolution and 

the Response 

from the Far 

Right 

Assigned reading: 

• Dominique Clément, “Chapter 2: Canada’s Rights 

Revolution,” in Canada’s Rights Revolution: 

Social Movements and Social Change, 1937–82 

(Vancouver: UBC Press, 2008), 17–35. 

• Asa McKercher, “The Edmund Burke Society and 

Right-Wing Extremism in Late Twentieth-Century 

Canada,” Canadian Historical Review 103, no. 1 

(2022): 32–72.  

Readings 

assigned this 

week will be 

discussed in 

scheduled 

conferences. 

9 Oct. 24 

+  

 

Scheduled 

conferences 

(NO lecture 

on Oct. 26) 

Cultural 

Pluralism and 

Multiculturalism 

Assigned reading: 

• Thomas M. Prymak, “The Royal Commission and 

the Rudnyckyj’s Mission: The Forging of Official 

Multiculturalism in Canada, 1963–1971,” 

University of Toronto Quarterly 88, no. 1 (2019): 

43–63.  

• Deborah Shadd, “Language, Education, and the 

Structuring of Canada’s Social Sphere,” in Denise 

Merkle, Gillian Lane-Mercier, and Jane Koutas, 

eds., Minority Languages, National Languages, 

and Official Language Policies (Montreal & 

Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 

2018), 187–209.  

Readings 

assigned this 

week will be 

discussed in 

scheduled 

conferences. 

 

 

10 Oct. 31 

+  

 

Scheduled 

conferences 

(NO lecture 

on Nov. 2) 

Women’s Rights 

and Gender 

Equity 

Assigned reading:  

• Christabelle Sethna and Steve Hewitt, 

“Clandestine Operations: The Vancouver 

Women’s Caucus, the Abortion Caravan, and the 

RCMP,” Canadian Historical Review 90, no. 3 

(2009): 463–495. 

• Neil Guppy and Nicole Luongo, “The Rise and 

Stall of Canada’s Gender-Equity Revolution,” 

Canadian Review of Sociology 52, no. 3 (2015): 

241–265.  

Readings 

assigned this 

week will be 

discussed in 

scheduled 

conferences. 

 

DUE Friday, 

Nov 4: 

“Past, 

Present, and 

Future” 

Research 

Paper 
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11 Nov. 7 

+  

 

Scheduled 

conferences 

(NO lecture 

on Nov. 9) 

Foreign Affairs • Kim Richard Nossal, “Don’t talk about the 

neighbours: Canada and the regional politics of 

the Afghanistan mission,” Canadian Foreign 

Policy Journal 17, no. 1 (2011): 9–22. 

• Sara Greco and Stéfanie von Hlatky, “Soft 

Contributions are Hard Commitments: NATO and 

Canada’s Global Security Agenda,” Canadian 

Foreign Policy Journal 24, no. 3 (2018): 273–285.  

Readings 

assigned this 

week will be 

discussed in 

scheduled 

conferences. 

12 Nov. 14 

+  

 

Scheduled 

conferences 

(NO lecture 

on Nov. 16) 

Public Health • Gregory P. Marchildon, “Canadian Medicare: 

Why History Matters,” in Gregory P. Marchildon, 

ed., Making Medicare: New Perspectives on the 

History of Medicare in Canada (Toronto: 

University of Toronto Press, 2012), 3–18.   

• Heather MacDougall and Laurence Monnais, 

“Not without Risk: The Complex History of 

Vaccine Resistance in Central Canada, 1885–

1960,” in Maryse Guay et al, eds., Public Health 

in the Age of Anxiety: Religious and Cultural 

Roots of Vaccine Hesitancy in Canada (Toronto: 

University of Toronto Press, 2017), 129–161.  

Readings 

assigned this 

week will be 

discussed in 

scheduled 

conferences. 

13 Nov. 21 

+  

 

Scheduled 

conferences 

(NO lecture 

on Nov. 23) 

Canada’s Energy 

Regime and 

Climate Change 

• Laurel Sefton MacDowell, “Chapter 13: The 

North and Climate Change,” in An Environmental 

History of Canada (Vancouver: UBC Press, 2012), 

305–325. 

• Toby Davine, Mary Lawhon, and Joseph Price, 

“Place-making at a national scale: Framing tar 

sands extraction as “Canadian” in The Globe and 

Mail,” The Canadian Geographer 61, no. 3 

(2017): 428–439. 

Readings 

assigned this 

week will be 

discussed in 

scheduled 

conferences. 

 

 

14 Nov. 28 
 
+  

 

Scheduled 

conferences 

(NO lecture 
on Nov. 30) 

Reconciliation Assigned reading (and listening): 

• Phil Fontaine, “Chapter One: The History,” in A 
Knock on the Door: The Essential History of 
Residential Schools (Winnipeg: University of 
Manitoba Press, 2016), 9–46. 

• Bruce McIvor, interviewed by Sean Graham, 
“History Slam 195: Why Reconciliation Fails 
Indigenous People & How to Fix It,” Active 
History, History Slam Podcast, 
http://activehistory.ca/2021/12/historyslam195/ 
(December 2, 2021). 

Readings 
assigned this 
week will be 
discussed in 
scheduled 
conferences. 

15 Dec. 5 What is Canada? 
Concluding 
Thoughts 

No Readings assigned.  

http://activehistory.ca/2021/12/historyslam195/
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Course Evaluation 

 

Name of assignment or exam Due date % of final grade 

Conference Participation  20 

“Past, Present, and Future” Research Proposal Sep 30 10 

“Past, Present, and Future” Research Paper Nov 4 30 

Final Exam TBA 40 

 

Note: Policy on Missed Work, Extensions, and Late Penalties 

Assignments are late if they are not posted to the appropriate Avenue Dropbox by the date and time 

specified in the detailed instructions for that assignment. Generally, that time will be 11:59pm on the 

indicated date (except for the final exam). Late assignments are penalized at the rate of 3 percent per 

day. No assignments will be accepted after the last day of classes on December 5, 2022. If you think you 

will be unable to submit your assignment on time, please contact me as soon as possible. 

Extensions: Any requests for extensions or other accommodations must be made before the assignment 

is due, this includes requests made from students registered with Student Accessibility & Achievement. 

Each request will be considered on an individual basis. 

Religious observations: If you cannot meet a course obligation because of a religious commitment, other 

than final examinations, you are responsible for informing me, with two weeks' notice of each conflict, 

so that accommodations can be made. When the requested accommodation concerns a final 

examination, you are responsible for advising your Faculty office as soon as possible and not later than 

the deadline for reporting conflicts. Additional documentation confirming your religious affiliation may 

be requested. 

Conference Participation 

Conferences will be scheduled at the beginning of the semester. Each conference is 50 minutes in 

length. Conferences are used in this course to facilitate thoughtful conversations, encourage the 

development of strong communication skills, and allow students to build community with their peers. 

Because of the size of the class, smaller conference groups will be established. You are expected to 

prepare for and fully participate in your assigned conference groups. Participation grades are based on 

your regular and informed discussion of readings and the quality of your discussion contributions. You 

should display a thorough and thoughtful analysis of the material assigned. When participating, you 

should always be respectful of the views and opinions of others in the class. For more details about 

conference participation, please see the “Conference Participation” instructions posted on myCourses. 

“Past, Present, and Future” Research Assignment 
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In this course, you will be completing a research assignment that asks you to select a contemporary 

issue in Canadian society and then conduct research to explain (1) what the issue is today, (2) what the 

historical context of that issue is and how previous patterns or events shaped this issue, and (3) what 

are some potential responses for addressing this issue in the present and future. This research 

assignment has been designed to develop your critical thinking, research, and writing skills and to 

provide you with an opportunity to explore a topic that interests you. To complete this assignment, you 

will first submit a proposal and then write a final paper on your selected topic. 

1. “Past, Present, and Future” Research Proposal 

Due 30 September 2022 at 11:59pm 

Before you can submit your research paper, you must submit a research proposal. A list of potential 

research topics can be found on the course website in the assignment module. This list is not exhaustive; 

it is meant to inspire a research idea. However, if you have an idea for a topic that is not included on this 

list, please approach me early in the semester (by September 16th) to discuss other research topic 

options. A general topic that is not included on this list must be approved prior to the submission of your 

proposal to ensure its suitability and feasibility. For complete details about what is expected for your 

research proposal, please see the “Past, Present, and Future” Research Proposal instructions posted on 

myCourses.  

2. “Past, Present, and Future” Research Paper 

Due 4 November 2022 at 11:59pm 

After completing your proposal, you will focus on writing your research paper. Your research paper 

should be approximately 1,500 words in length, and you are required to use the Chicago Manual of Style 

format. Remember, there are three elements to this paper. Once you select a contemporary issue in 

Canadian society, you must address: (1) what the issue is today; (2) what the historical context of that 

issue is and how previous patterns or events shaped this issue; (3) what are some potential responses 

for addressing this issue in the present and future. Please keep in mind that there is no “one” way to 

write your paper, but you do need to have addressed these three elements sufficiently to forward a 

convincing argument for why this issue emerged and what responses are necessary to address this issue 

in the present and future. Because you only have 1,500 words to convey these ideas, you need to write 

succinctly and precisely. For complete details about what is expected for your research paper, please 

see the “Past, Present, and Future” Research Paper instructions posted on myCourses. 

Final Exam 

You will complete a cumulative exam that covers the major themes and topics addressed in lectures and 

assigned readings throughout the course. The final exam is worth 40 percent of your final grade. Please 

do not make travel arrangements during the exam period, as there will not be a makeup exam in this 

course. According to Senate regulations, instructors are not permitted to make special arrangements for 

final exams. Please consult the Calendar, section 4.7.2.1, General University Information and Regulations 
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at www.mcgill.ca for more details on these policies. Further details about the exam format, time, and 

location TBA. 

Note: In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University’s control, the content and/or 

evaluation scheme in this course is subject to change. 

 

McGill Policy Statements 

Language of submission 

In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have the right to 

submit in English or in French written work that is to be graded. This does not apply to courses in which 

acquiring proficiency in a language is one of the objectives (Approved by Senate on 21 January 2009). 

 

Conformément à la Charte des droits de l’étudiant de l’Université McGill, chaque étudiant a le droit de 

soumettre en français ou en anglais tout travail écrit devant être noté, sauf dans le cas des cours dont 

l’un des objets est la maîtrise d’une langue (Énoncé approuvé par le Sénat le 21 janvier 2009). 

 

Academic integrity 

McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the meaning and 

consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code of Student Conduct 

and Disciplinary Procedures (Approved by Senate on 29 January 2003) (See McGill’s guide to academic 

honesty for more information).  

 

L'université McGill attache une haute importance à l’honnêteté académique. Il incombe par conséquent 

à tous les étudiants de comprendre ce que l'on entend par tricherie, plagiat et autres infractions 

académiques, ainsi que les conséquences que peuvent avoir de telles actions, selon le Code de conduite 

de l’étudiant et procédures disciplinaires (Énoncé approuvé par le Sénat le 29 janvier 2003) (pour de 

plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le guide pour l’honnêteté académique de McGill). 

https://www.mcgill.ca/secretariat/files/secretariat/charter_of_student_rights_last_approved_october_262017.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/secretariat/files/secretariat/fr_charter_of_students_rights_fr_0.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/secretariat/files/secretariat/code_of_student_conduct_and_disciplinary_procedures.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/secretariat/files/secretariat/code_of_student_conduct_and_disciplinary_procedures.pdf
http://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/
http://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/
https://www.mcgill.ca/secretariat/files/secretariat/code_of_student_conduct_and_disciplinary_procedures_f.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/secretariat/files/secretariat/code_of_student_conduct_and_disciplinary_procedures_f.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest

	General information
	Instructor information
	TA information
	TA information
	Course delivery
	Learning outcomes
	Upon completion of this course, you will be able to:
	1. Identify and analyze key cultural, economic, social, and political institutions in Canada and their evolution over time and interrogate key concepts such as nationalism and identity
	2. Connect the past and present and improve your research and writing skills through the research assignments
	3. Confidently engage in group discussions, provide a clear and coherent expression of your thoughts, and be open and considerate of others’ ideas
	4. Build community with your peers by sharing your research and ideas
	Instructional methods
	Expectations for student participation
	Intellectual property considerations
	Required course materials
	Optional course materials
	Course Evaluation

