
 

Dear Friends of the MISC, 

With summer in full swing, and Canada Day right around the corner, we at the MISC 

wanted to remind everyone what a great 2014 it’s been for us so far!  Here are just 

some of the things we’ve been up to … 

January  The MISC welcomed a new Acting Director.  With our 

Director Will Straw on a half-year Sabbatical leave, Suzanne Morton joined us as Acting 

Director.  Professor Morton came to us from McGill’s Department of History and Classical 

Studies, in the Faculty of Arts.  Amongst her many professional accomplishments, she 

currently sits on the Canada Post Stamp Advisory Committee (how cool is that?).  

Dr. Morton jumped right into things here at the MISC, had the pleasure of meeting 

many of you.  We want to thank her for a wonderful six months spent here, during which 

she was involved in so many exciting events, like … 

 

February  We hosted our annual conference, this year on the 

subject of Petrocultures: Oil, Energy and Canada’s Future.  On February 6 and 7, we 

brought together Canadians from across the country to look at all facets of the energy 

industry in Canada.  Conference guests ranged from esteemed environmentalists like 

Steven Guilbault, to Aboriginal environmental lawyer Katherine Koostachin, to award-

winning filmmaker Brenda Longfellow, to U.S. Federal Energy Regulatory Commissioner 

Philip D. Moeller, to “Canadian country cowboy” Tim Hus, who brought the house down 

at a memorable opening night cultural event. 

Petrocultures was a big success, and got lots of people talking.  We had a wonderful 

turnout, especially from the student community.  A big thank you to all who came out! 

 

http://willstraw.com/
http://www.mcgill.ca/history/suzanne-morton
https://www.mcgill.ca/misc/conferences-events/conference-2014
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vf2WFoLkS0Yhttp://www.equiterre.org/en/equipe/steven-guilbeault
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NgP1x6_YBLE&list=PLs5Izv4r1bTD9yr9EYyY4P2r6n-_pzmA8&index=14
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mFyXePjM7rQ&list=PLs5Izv4r1bTD9yr9EYyY4P2r6n-_pzmA8&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fbIt3HN2754&feature=youtu.be
http://www.timhus.ca/


March  We hosted two memorable lectures.  On March 24, Green 

Party of Canada leader Elizabeth May hosted the annual J.R. Mallory Lecture, The Crisis 

in Democracy.  The McGill Faculty Club ballroom was packed for this fascinating 

political discussion, and many more watched on live stream. 

And on March 31, we hosted the spring Eakin Lecture, from 2014 Visiting Eakin Fellow 

Cheryl Suzack, and special guest Professor N. Bruce Duthu, of Dartmouth College.  

Under the theme, Discussing Indigenous Agencies, Suzack and Duthu gave back-to-

back lectures that got a wonderful response from the audience. 

 

April  As the end of the term approached, we hosted American Writers in 

Montreal: Reading and Discussion of Poetry and Prose on April 14, featuring MISC 

Fulbright Student Award Recipient Cam Terwilliger reading from his book, Yet 

Wilderness Grew in My Heart. Terwilliger was joined by Coastal Carolina University 

Associate Professor Dan Albergotti, reading a selection of his poetry from his book, 

Millennial Teeth. 

That same day we celebrated the end of the term with our Canadian Studies 

Students, who also unveiled the latest edition of their journal, Canadian Content. 

Congratulations on a great semester to all our students! 

*Note:              As many of you already know, in April our Director, Professor Will 

Straw, took ill while on sabbatical, with Guillain-Barré Syndrome, a rapid-onset 

neurological condition.  We are pleased to report that, after very good treatment in a 

Parisian hospital (Dr. Straw was in France conducting research); he is well on his way to 

a full recovery.  We look forward to having him back at the MISC soon.  Will and his wife 

wish to extend their thanks to everyone who sent good wishes their way, and look 

forward to the upcoming months at the MISC! 

 

 

 

http://elizabethmaymp.ca/
https://www.mcgill.ca/misc/mallory-lecture
http://bcooltv.mcgill.ca/Viewer1/?EventID=201403219377
http://bcooltv.mcgill.ca/Viewer1/?EventID=201403219377
https://www.mcgill.ca/misc/eakin
http://www.english.utoronto.ca/facultystaff/facultyprofiles/suzack.htm
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~nas/facstaff/duthu.html
http://bcooltv.mcgill.ca/Viewer1/?EventID=201403213986
https://www.mcgill.ca/misc/channels/event/american-writers-montreal-reading-and-discussion-poetry-and-prose-232403
https://www.mcgill.ca/misc/channels/event/american-writers-montreal-reading-and-discussion-poetry-and-prose-232403
https://plus.google.com/u/2/photos/101603175133688689374/albums/6021513464705694993


Summer  While the semester may be over, MISC isn’t slowing down!   

Already, we are happy to report that MISC Board of Trustees co-chair Lili de Grandpré 

(McGill MBA, ’81) has been honoured by the McGill Alumni Association (MAA) at their 

annual Honours and Awards Banquet, this past May 8. She received the Award of Merit, 

the MMA’s highest honour, for her outstanding contributions to the university. Mme de 

Grandpré is a well-known Quebec businesswoman and former Vice-Chair of McGill’s 

Board of Governors, and you can read her biography here. 

And on June 3, Mme de Grandpré’s fellow Board co-chair, Denise Chong, received an 

honorary PhD (Doctor of Letters) from the University, as part of our Spring Convocation 

ceremonies.  Ms. Chong is a respected economist and award-winning Canadian 

author.  You can read her biography here. 

Both Ms. Chong and Mme de Grandpré have served with distinction as MISC Board co-

chairs, bringing immense enthusiasm and generosity to all they have done here.  While 

their terms are coming to an end this autumn, they will forever remain a part of the 

MISC family.   

Denise, Lili, congratulations and deep thanks from the MISC! 

Autumn  We’ve got some major events coming up this fall – starting 

with a can’t-miss event that’s been two decades in the making! 

On September 23, the MISC celebrates its 20th anniversary. A public symposium, 

Canada Remix will bring together some of Canada’s leading minds to discuss their 

ideas for our future.  We will also mark the end of a fundraising campaign to help 

support the MISC’s public education mandate for many years to come.  We look 

forward to celebrating this landmark event with friends, both old and new. 

We will also welcome our two new Board of Trustees co-Chairs, Ann Dadson and 

Michael Goldbloom, who will begin their mandates. 

 

On October 8, we will hold the annual Cundill Lecture, given by 2013 Cundill Prize 

winner Anne Applebaum (Iron Curtain: The Crushing of Eastern Europe, 1944 – 1956).   

On October 15, we will host the annual J.R. Mallory Lecture.  This year’s lecture will be 

delivered by the esteemed Dr. Cindy Blackstock, Executive Director, First Nations Child 

http://publications.mcgill.ca/reporter/2014/05/mcgill-alumni-association-celebrates-top-volunteers-and-student-leaders/
http://www.mcgill.ca/desautels/lili-de-grandpr%C3%A9
http://publications.mcgill.ca/reporter/2014/04/fourteen-personalities-to-receive-honorary-degree-from-mcgill/
http://publications.mcgill.ca/reporter/2014/04/fourteen-personalities-to-receive-honorary-degree-from-mcgill/
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/denise-chong/
https://www.mcgill.ca/misc/20yearsofmisc
https://www.alumni.mcgill.ca/aoc/online-giving/step1.php?allocations=05657
http://www.ubishops.ca/about-bu/principal/biography.html
https://publications.mcgill.ca/reporter/2013/11/anne-applebaum-wins-the-2013-cundill-prize-in-historical-literature/
https://publications.mcgill.ca/reporter/2013/11/anne-applebaum-wins-the-2013-cundill-prize-in-historical-literature/
https://www.mcgill.ca/misc/channels/event/jr-mallory-lecture-dr-cindy-blackstock-236481
https://www.extension.ualberta.ca/research/professoriate-directory/blackstock/


and Family Caring Society of Canada.  We are sure this is one lecture you won’t want 

to miss! 

And on November 20, the 2014 Cundill Prize in Historical Literature will be awarded at a 

private ceremony in Toronto. 

 

So, enjoy the summer months, and know there’s a lot to look forward to at the MISC! 

 

http://www.cundillprize.com/

