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Canadian prosperity could be enhanced considerably if we could better 
commercialize inventions from our research laboratories and put our 
knowledge to work. With this in mind, the University of Waterloo Dean of 
Engineering Advisory Council sponsored a one-day workshop, From the 
Research Lab to Marketplace: Removing Impediments to Successful 
Commercialization, on April 20. This workshop identified, in broad terms, 
some of the issues related to commercialization of Canadian innovations. On 
September 17, in Montreal, the discussion continues. This symposium is a 
first response to the challenges identified at the Waterloo workshop and will 
examine ways to mitigate two key impediments to commercialization: barriers 
to international trade and the perceived lack of access to risk capital. Key 
questions to be discussed include: 

 How best to stimulate business angel investment? 
 Do we need more venture capital?  
 How might we generate a more effective venture capital sector? 
 What limits the internationalization of Canadian businesses? 
 How might impediments to internationalization be mitigated? 

 

Discussions will be informed by expert panels that will review the evidence from best practices and studies 
carried out on these subjects. Since the symposium is by invitation only, we anticipate active sessions leading 
to a number of actionable suggestions and proposals. Our deliverable will be a short monograph that will be 
presented to Federal and Provincial governments, technology transfer departments of Canadian Universities, 
innovation centres and technology incubators, venture capitalists, and to financial institutions and professionals 
active in the commercialization field. This is an opportunity to express your opinions and make a contribution to 
increase the short and long term success of Canadian technologies. We look forward to your participation.  

There is no fee to attend this event. 
Click here to register. 
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8:30 Light Breakfast 

9:00 Welcoming Remarks & Background 

9:05 Debrief, University of Waterloo Symposium  
“From the Research Lab to Marketplace” 

9:30 Panel Discussion:  
Incentives for Business Angel Investment 

10:20 Coffee break and networking 

10:45 Panel Discussion:  
Stimulating Institutional Venture Capital 

12:00 Lunch 

13:00 Panel Discussion:  
Overcoming Impediments to International Trade I 

14:00 Panel Discussion: 
Overcoming Impediments to International Trade II: Potential Roles for EDC 

15:00 Coffee break and networking 

15:30 Facilitated Discussions 

16:30 Wrap-up and Next Steps  
 

ie-scholars  
ie-scholars is a virtual community that facilitates sharing of resources, expertise and knowledge about international 
entrepreneurship. Our objective is the acceleration of new ideas and approaches to key theoretical, methodological and 
conceptual issues in this emerging area of study. Our network is  supported by the Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council of Canada Knowledge Cluster program, and includes more than 120 researchers around the world. 
Join us by visiting our web site at ie-scholars.net.

 

http://www.ie-scholars.net

