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EVENTS

Workshop for MIMM Faculty

Message from the Chair
Dear MIMMers,
This time of the year is always extremely
busy for everyone and time seems to fly
by very quickly. By now, most grant

"Assessment Strategies in Biomedical
Courses: Going Beyond MultipleChoice
Questions". This workshop is being
developed in collaboration with Dr. Claire
Trottier, Academic Associate and
Education Specialist at MIMM, and will be
directly relevant for MIMM Faculty
members. The workshop will take place
on December 1, 2016 from 08:30
12:00 in the CyberMed Classroom
210/11, McIntyre Medical Sciences
Building. Register here.

applications are submitted, the midterm
exam period is over and we can already
see the end of the term approaching on
the horizon. However, even if we are all
quite busy, it is important to stay involved
and connected with the MIMM
community. On this note, we have held a
number of successful events in the past
month: the traditional MIMM BBQ (Sept.
30), a very wellattended MIMM career

Infection and Immunity Seminar
Series
The Department of Microbiology and
Immunology hosts its annual seminar
series where prominent scientists are

day (Oct 27th), the MIMM Homecoming

invited from world over to present their

wine and cheese (Oct. 28th) and as
usual, our booth in Redpath Hall was very

research within the scope of infection and
immunity. The objective of this series is to

popular at the McGill Open House (Oct.
30). I would like to acknowledge the

allow interaction between undergraduate,
graduate students and postdoctoral

critical work of everyone in making these
events a success: the students, staff

fellows and a worldrenowned
investigator in the field of infection and

members and Faculty members that
organized and participated in these

immunity. The forum also provides
participants with the unique opportunity to

important departmental events. On behalf
of the MIMM community, thank you very

speak with outstanding scientists and
colleagues, thus establishing a basis for

much, your participation is deeply
appreciated.

future career opportunities and
collaborations. Check here the details
regarding the seminars series.

Note that another round of internal
funding will be initiated independently by
both the Department and the MDTC. The

Scheduled seminars for the month of
November:

Radcliffe Collaborative Research grant

Nov. 3  Dr. Bebhinn Treanor

($10,000) and the MDTC grant ($10,000)
will again this year support new and

Nov. 10  Dr. Moutih Rafei (Adjunct
Member Candidate)

collaborative research projects between

Nov. 17  Dr. Karen Madsen

at least two labs. Please contact Suzana

Nov. 24  Dr. Michel Bergeron (Adjunct

Kafadar de Rodriguez to get the
application forms and guidelines. The

Member Candidate)

deadline to submit your applications to

ACHIEVEMENTS

Suzana is Friday January 13th at
5:00pm.
The McGill Undergraduate Research
Conference (URC) was once again well
represented by MIMM students. This
year 5 of our students presented posters
describing their work: Emma Hignett,
Orsolya Lapohos, Cindy Leung Soo,
Jingrui Wang and Yu Jian Yang. In
addition, Dr. Le Moual kindly volunteered
to serve as one of the poster judges. For
the seventh year in a row the excellent
work of one of our student was
recognized by an award: congratulations
to Emma Hignett from Dr. Gruenheid’s
lab who received second prize in the
Medical Sciences category  well done!
Thank you to all participants and Dr. Le
Moual for proudly representing our
Department. Let’s try to keep this

Vanier Scholar 2016
Vanier Scholars
demonstrate
leadership skills
and a high
standard of
scholarly
achievement in
graduate studies
in the social sciences, humanities,

successful streak going for years to
come!

natural sciences, engineering and
health. Sophie Cousineau, a PhD
student from Virology, is the recipient of

Last but not least, next Spring McGill will

a Vanier Canada Graduate Scholarship

host the 85th Association Canadienne
Française pour l’Avancement des

2016. She is conducting her research
study on, "Dissecting the role of the

Sciences (ACFAS) meeting (May 812th,

poly(C)binding protein 2 in the hepatitis

2017). This meeting will bring about

C virus life cycle." Read More.

6,000 Frenchspeaking researchers
along with many scientific journalists to

STUDENT ASSOCIATION

our Campus. This is a great opportunity

UPDATES

for our students to present their work by
delivering either oral or poster
presentations. As a member of the
ACFAS scientific committee, I ask you to
please encourage your students to
participate and represent your labs and
our Department. The abstract submission

MISA Wine & Cheese

deadline is Monday, November 28th,

MISA is organizing a Wine & Cheese on

2016.

Friday November 25th at 6PM.
The location will be announced shortly on

All the best, take care.
Ben

the MISA website.

SERVICES

FACE OF THE MONTH

Duff Biobar Updates

Dr. Mary Stevenson  Face of
the Month
Can you tell us about yourself?
I did graduate studies at The Catholic
University of America in Washington DC
in the Department of Biology with a
specialty in microbiology and

The Biobar stocks useful lab supplies
including Kleenex, bleach, gloves, and
paper towels at competitive prices.
BioBar operating hours are from Monday
to Friday: 8:00 12:00 & 1:00 3:30.
More information.

immunology. So it makes sense that I
found a home in MIMM! My laboratory
research for my M.S. and Ph.D. thesis
projects was done “off campus” in the
Laboratory of Immunobiology, National
Cancer Institute, NIH. The focus of my
work was macrophages and tumors. Our
laboratory was one of very few working
on macrophages at the time. Then I
came to Montreal where I was a post
doctoral fellow for 2 years and a
Research Associate for 1 year under the
supervision of Dr. Emil Skamene at the
Research Institute of the Montreal
General Hospital, now part of the

Jobs Available!
Still looking for a job? Visit the postings
available online or have a look at the job
binder located in Room 511 of the Duff
Medical Building.

PUBLICATIONS

Research Institute of the MUHC. My work
focused on the role of monocytes
macrophages in innate immunity to

Recent horizontal transfer, functional
adaptation and dissemination of a

intracellular pathogens and genetic
control of resistance to Listeria
monocytogenes in mice.

bacterial group II intron. LaRoche
Johnston F, Monat C, Cousineau B. BMC
Evol Biol. 2016 Oct 20;16(1):223.

Describe your nature of work and how
did you first become interested in this
line of work?
My research is focused on the
immunology and hematopathology of
bloodstage malaria. As a PDF, I worked
with Dr. John Lyanga, a Clinical
Immunology resident originally from
Cameroon, to set up the mouse model of
Plasmodium chabaudi AS. This
experimental model is considered to be
the most appropriate model to study
human falciparum malaria. I also worked
on the P. berghei ANKA and P. yoelii
models in mice. My laboratory

We want your feedback!
Do you have a comment about our
newsletter? Are we missing any features?
We want to hear from you. Contact us for
your valuable suggestions and feedback.

collaborates extensively with Dr. Philippe
Gros to identify genes that determine
susceptibility to malaria in mice. My
laboratory is also studying the
immunomodulatory effects of
gastrointestinal nematode infections
using a natural pathogen of mice. The
aim of this work is to identify molecules
secreted by these parasites that

Connect with us!

suppress host immune responses to

Like our official Facebook page and

unrelated antigens, including other
pathogens, and modulate the outcome of
autoimmune and inflammatory diseases.

follow us on Twitter for regular updates!

We collaborate with Drs. Timothy Geary
and Armando Jardim at the Institute of
Parasitology for these studies.
Did you experience any challenges
while researching on diseases like
malaria?
There are two major challenges to do
research on major global pathogens,
such as malaria, or a neglected tropical
disease like GI nematodes. First, it is very
difficult to have access to samples from
patients residing in endemic countries in
Africa and other undeveloped nations. A
second major challenge is the lack of in
vitro models to work with these
pathogens. For these reasons, many
investigators interested in studying
diseases caused by parasites use animal
models. Working in mouse models is
extremely attractive given the availability
of numerous inbred, congenic, and other
mouse strains, gene knockout mice, and
reagents especially immunological
reagents.
Share an interesting fact about you or
your work
One of my greatest passions is travel.
Because my work is global in nature, I
have had the opportunity to travel
internationally including to Australia. The
global nature of our work has also
allowed me to interact with colleagues
worldwide, many of whom are now good
friends. Although the only endemic area I
visited so far is Southeast Asia, I have
embarked on a collaborative project with
a US colleague, who established a field
site in Kenya to study young children with
malarial anemia. Hopefully, this will give
me an opportunity to travel to Kenya and

other areas of Africa, not only for my
work but also to expand my knowledge of
the world.
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