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The MIMM department wishes you a
Happy New Year! May 2021 bring

you happiness, health and success. MIMM is happy to welcome back Dr.
Corinne Maurice, who is returning from a
maternity leave. Dr. Maurice welcomed a
new addition to her family in the spring.

Congratulations and welcome back.

MESSAGE FROM YOUR MIMM
CHAIRS


https://mailchi.mp/e26621859cd4/mimm-bites-october-newsletter-4919550?e=[UNIQID]

Happy New Year everyone!

| hope your holidays were restful and
allowed you to take some time to recharge
and refresh.

2020 has now been officially relegated to
the trash, where many feel it belongs, and
we are

entering the new year with light at the end
of the COVID tunnel. We still have a ways
to go though, as case numbers and
hospitalizations are continuing to rise
during this early phase of vaccine
deployment. As a result, the winter
semester will be largely remote, with the
potential for a limited teaching lab “boot
camp” experience later in the semester if
public health measures permit. Research
labs will continue to operate under the
same restrictions as the fall semester, and
we will still be holding all administrative
activities over Zoom.

Hopefully this will be our last “remote”
semester, and we thank all of you for all
your hard work, patience and efforts to
support the MIMM community. As always,
please don'’t hesitate to reach out to either
of us if you have questions, suggestions
or concerns.

Stay safe!

Don and Sam

A viral passion

Working at the cutting edge of emerging
virus research meant Gatignol was well
placed at the advent of COVID-19.

Host Ainslie MacLellan speaks to Dilhan
Perera about the science experiments he
posts on Tik Tok. Perera is a PhD student
at McGill University and a TA in

MIMM212, specializing in parasitology and
vaccine development. To hear his

interview click the link here.

Research continues to identify new
pathway through which to deliver more
efficient and effective drug therapies to
combat HIV-1. Dr Andrew Mouland,
Senior Investigator at the LDI and
Professor of Medicine at McGill University,
is exploring the promise of liquid-liquid
phase separation (LLPS) that leads to the
condensation of proteins and nucleic
acids, as an emerging target against HIV-

1 and other viruses.


https://www.mcgill.ca/microimm/undergraduate-programs/amr
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-383-lets-go/clip/15816198-montreal-germs-millions-tik-tok-views

“Yes, I saw it coming at the beginning of
January,” she said. “I remember that the
first time a journalist asked me for an
interview was on the 215, At that time I
saw there was something, but we just
didn’t know what would be the amplitude
and the severity of it. People in China,
maybe they knew a little bit more, but
from here we were thinking at first that it
could stop, like SARS CoV-1 did in 2003.
We saw quickly though that it was less
severe but that the dissemination was
much faster. So the risk was here.” Read
more

2020 SEA-PHAGES

This is the first semester McGill held a
SEA-PHAGES course. Our group of 11
students successfully annotated the
genome of a novel bacteriophage using
bioinformatic softwares. The annotations
is currently in quality check with the
national SEA-PHAGES team and will

available in the databank in the near

PhD student receives McGill
MedStar Award

Adam Hassan's publication entitled

Vaccination against the digestive enzyme
Cathepsin B using a YS1646 Salmonella
enterica Typhimurium vector provides
almost complete protection against
Schistosoma mansoni challenge in a
mouse model, submitted to the McGill
MedStar program, has won the Faculty of
Medicine & Health Science's McGill
MedStar Award and in recognition of the
excellent research he carried out in the

Faculty of Medicine.
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future. Currently, the SEA-PHAGES
students are working together to write a
scientific article to submit to the McGill
Science Undergraduate Researchers
Journal. Go team!

Stay updated on the latest COVID-
19 news by visiting the McGill
COVID-19 page.

Connect with us!

Like our official Facebook page and.
follow us on Twitter

o O 6 ©

Want to contribute an item to the MIMM Bites? Send it here.
Visit the MIMM website for the latest updates.
View previous editions of MIMM Bites Newsletters
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