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  FROM THE CHAIR’S DESK 

 
May is here! 

Exams are over. Our graduating students are busy with 
convocation and the necessary steps for their next challenge, be 
a job, be further training, or just a break. To all of them, and on 
behalf of the departmental faculty and staff our best wishes.  
Good luck and keep in touch! 

Welcome also to the first class of the newly minted BSc/MSc 
program. This new program is a way to fast track into graduate 
studies by providing (paid!) research opportunities during the 
summer after U2 and continuing into U3 and a full year of MSc 
research. This first year, six students have been accepted in this program in our department. To all of them and to 
their supervisors, congratulations, good luck and best wishes for great discoveries. 

Do not forget to register for our upcoming Graduate Research Day (click here). It will be a fantastic setting to 
showcase and learn about the cutting edge research done by the terrific MIMM grad students and postdocs. The day 
will feature Dr. John Brumell from the University of Toronto as keynote speaker. John is an emerging star in the field 
of Infection and Immunity and his talks are truly amazing. Don't miss it. 

Last but not least, keep your eyes open for an upcoming announcement on student and postdoc awards to attend 
the Cell-CHIN International Symposium on Human Immunity and the Microbiome on September 27-29, 2015 in 
Montreal. These awards will cover the full registration to attend this conference and meet with the global leaders in 
the field. 

Without further delay, enjoy the May Newsletter! 

Quim 

 

RESEARCH 

 
Publications  
 

1. Daniels, S. M., Sinck, L., Ward, N.J., Melendez-Peña, C. E., Scarborough, R.J., Azar, I. Rance, E., Daher, A., 
Pang, K.-M., Rossi, J.J. and Gatignol, A. HIV-1 RRE RNA acts as an RNA silencing suppressor by competing 
with TRBP-bound siRNAs. RNA Biology. 2015. 12:123-135. 
 

2. Divangahi M, King IL, Pernet E. Alveolar macrophages and type I IFN in airway homeostasis and 
immunity. Trends Immunol. 2015 Apr 2. pii: S1471-4906(15)00052-6. doi: 10.1016/j.it.2015.03.005. 
 

3. Labrecque N, Cermakian N. Circadian Clocks in the Immune System. J Biol Rhythms. 2015 Apr 20. pii: 
0748730415577723. 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=HIV-1+RRE+RNA+acts+as+an+RNA+silencing+suppressor+by+competing+with+TRBP-bound+siRNAs
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=HIV-1+RRE+RNA+acts+as+an+RNA+silencing+suppressor+by+competing+with+TRBP-bound+siRNAs
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Alveolar+macrophages+and+type+I+IFN+in+airway+homeostasis+and+immunity
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Alveolar+macrophages+and+type+I+IFN+in+airway+homeostasis+and+immunity
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25900041
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4. Meli AP, King IL. Identification of mouse T follicular helper cells by flow cytometry. Methods Mol Biol. 

2015;1291:3-11. doi: 10.1007/978-1-4939-2498-1_1. 
 

5. Thomassin, J-L., Giannakopoulou, N., Zhu, L., Gross, J., Salmon, K., Leclerc, J-M., Daigle, F., Le Moual, H. 
and Gruenheid, S. (2015) The CpxRA Two-component System is Essential for Citrobacter rodentium 
Virulence. Infection and Immunity 83(5), 1910-1928. 

 
 
 
  FACES OF EXCELLENCE 

 

 

Jennifer Di Massimo 
Student Affairs Officer 

 

 

How long have you been with the Department? 

I started in the department as Receptionist/Typist in November 1977. The offices were then located in the present 
day seminar room 507/509. In Sept 1978 I was promoted to Secretary and shortly after promoted to 
Bookkeeper/Secretary in Sept 1979.  I was recommended for the position of Student Affairs Officer in Dec. 1981. This 
position was the first of its kind throughout the university and its creation was established in this department. I was 
the second person to fill this position after my predecessor accepted the position of Administrative Assistant in the 
department.  Eight Departmental Chairs later including Acting Chairs I’m still here. I must be related to “the battery 
that keeps on giving.”  I’ve seen many students come and go, some to return later as appointed professors. 

What is your job description? 

I Manage the Student Affairs Administration for the Department and acts as on site Office Supervisor. Acts as resource 
person for academic staff, office staff, students and potential students in the area of university and departmental 
policies governing student-related areas. Acts as Advisor for undergraduate and graduate students.  Council students 
on study and student related personal problems. Assists and advises the Chairs of appointed committees. Executes 
assignments emanating from various committees. 

What do you look forward to when you come to work every day? 

Interacting with students, academic staff and the great MIMM Team I work with every day; helping people is what I 
enjoy the most and this is the place where I can do that. 

 

 

 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Identifi+cation+of+Mouse+T+Follicular+Helper+Cells+by+Flow+Cytometry
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=The+CpxRA+Two-component+System+is+Essential+for+Citrobacter+rodentium+Virulence.
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=The+CpxRA+Two-component+System+is+Essential+for+Citrobacter+rodentium+Virulence.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Todd Douglas, a PhD student in the Department of Microbiology and Immunology, 
was awarded a Keystone Symposia scholarship: “National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases (NIAID)/National Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and 
Skin Diseases (NIAMS) Scholarship”. Todd was invited to deliver an oral presentation 
at the upcoming Keystone Symposia on Mechanisms of Pro-Inflammatory Diseases, 
Apr 19 - Apr 24, 2015, Resort at Squaw Creek in Olympic Valley, California. 

 
Congratulations to both Dr Ciriaco Piccirillo and 
Dr Andrew Mouland for their promotion to Full 
Professor. 

  

 

 
Jenny-Lee Thomassin paper, referenced in the April 2015 newsletter, was selected 
by the Editors to be featured in the Spotlight section of Infection and Immunity, as a 
paper of significant interest. 

 
Congratulations to Lucila Baldassarre (U1) who has been chosen for the 
Ralph Steinman SURA award. Lucila will join Dr. Hervé Le Moual research 
team working on a project concerning the formation of outer-membrane 
vesicles in Gram-negative bacteria. 

 

 

 
Congratulations to Dr Greg Matlashewski for receiving a Grant to 
support his project on visceral leishmaniasis elimination in India, 
a collaboration between India and Canada to save children’s 
lives. For further information, click here. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.mcgill.ca/microimm/files/microimm/mimm_aprilnewsletter_20150401.pdf
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GALA AWARDS 2015 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Jennifer Dimassimo 

Top administrative staff  
 

Yifei (Phoebe) Zhong 
Top Masters’ student 

 
François Coulombe 
Top Ph. D student 

 
Dr. Greg Matlashewski 

Teaching, Faculty 
member 

 
Dr. Brian Ward 

Teaching, Associate 
member 

 
Dr. Maziar Divangahi 

Top research 
contribution 

 
Christian Palmer 

Athletic  

 
Yoojin Choi 

Extra-Curricular. 
Undergraduate Student 

 
Isabelle Desloges 
Extra-Curricular, 

Postgraduate Student 

 
Robert Scarborough 

Mentorship  

 
Maral Saghaei-Dehkordi 

McGill 
Undergraduate Student 

 
John Brannon 

McGill 
Postgraduate Student 

 
Lucila Baldassarre 

Ralph Steinman SURA 

 
Deeva Uthayakumar 

Ralph Steinman SURA 

 
Mitra Yousefi 
Wares Family 
Postdoctoral 

 
Dr. Dalius Briedis 

Student-based 
presentation 
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UPCOMING 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

"SAVE THE DATE. The Department of Microbiology and Immunology is hosting its 4th Annual Graduate 

Research Day on May 22 in the McIntyre Building 6th floor, Amphitheatre 522. The Keynote Speaker is 

Dr. John Brumell from the University of Toronto. We would like to thank the following contributors:” 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
SECOND CONFERENCE OF THE CANADIAN SOCIETY FOR CHRONOBIOLOGY, Concordia University, Montreal. 
From May 29-31, 2015. For more information about the program and registration, click here. 
 
CANADIAN SOCIETY OF IMMUNOLOGY 
To register for the 28th Annual CSI Conference (June 4th to 7th, 2015 in Winnipeg), click here.  
 
CANADIAN SOCIETY OF MICROBIOLOGY 
To register for the annual meeting of the Canadian Society of Microbiology, click here. The meeting is June 15-18 
at the University of Regina.  
 
INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON HUMAN IMMUNITY AND THE MICROBIOME COMING TO MONTREAL IN 2015. 
As a result of a partnership between Cell Press (Elsevier) and the CIHR Human Immunology, we are proud to announce 
the celebration of an International Symposium on Human Immunity and the Microbiome in Health and Disease 
coming up in September 27-29, 2015. For further information, click here.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.chronobiocanada.com/
http://www.csmregina2015.ca/
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  SERVICES 

 
 
Duff Biobar Updates 

 
BioBar Hours 
The operating hours for the BioBar are the following: between 8-12 and 1-4.  
 
Don’t forget the Biobar Stocks Useful Lab Supplies such as: Kleenex; Bleach; Gloves; Paper Towels; Etc. 

 
At competitive price!  Please visit our website for the Biobar list of company. For more information, please visit Tom 
(RM-514, 514-398-3920). 
 
If you would like to get a list of products available at the BioBar, please contact Tom Ringer at tom.ringer@mcgill.ca. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
You are all encouraged to submit any news, grants, papers, awards, pictures, or items that you want to include to our 
monthly newsletter. We will be happy to share them with the rest of the department. You can email them to 
office.microimm@mcgill.ca. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1920&bih=955&tbm=isch&tbnid=JUq7toEXxy3ZxM:&imgrefurl=http://www.jmindsupply.com/Product Pages/chem-fluids-lubes.htm&docid=TuI4nUF2MTcHPM&imgurl=http://www.jmindsupply.com/images/Product Page Images/Company Logos/Fisher Scientific logo.jpg&w=480&h=148&ei=smFlUbXoNYng0gHqx4CIDQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:0,s:0,i:82&iact=rc&dur=1496&page=1&tbnh=98&tbnw=318&start=0&ndsp=42&tx=123&ty=64
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1920&bih=955&tbm=isch&tbnid=Lxa6LYkskfCM5M:&imgrefurl=http://www.biochem.wisc.edu/seminars/steenbock/symposium33/supporters.aspx&docid=j7sTVLZs3AT3hM&imgurl=http://www.biochem.wisc.edu/seminars/steenbock/symposium33/images/neb_logo.gif&w=300&h=116&ei=yl5lUdPMDoO70gHGroGIAQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:8,s:0,i:108&iact=rc&dur=623&page=1&tbnh=92&tbnw=240&start=0&ndsp=32&tx=165&ty=51
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1920&bih=955&tbm=isch&tbnid=GjMqu0MIqIHaAM:&imgrefurl=http://www.aviatelive.com/?s=Roche&docid=3dfNzANz5vj0kM&imgurl=http://www.swissnexboston.org/activities/events-inhouse/RocheLogo.jpg/image&w=2378&h=1272&ei=2VxlUcK3D8qK0QHu4YDIDw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:5,s:0,i:100&iact=rc&dur=1585&page=1&tbnh=164&tbnw=307&start=0&ndsp=38&tx=181&ty=105
http://www.mcgill.ca/microimm/files/microimm/mimmbiobar_listofcompany_20141029_2.pdf
mailto:tom.ringer@mcgill.ca
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