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  FROM THE CHAIR’S DESK 

 
Dear MIMMers,  

I would like to start this newsletter wishing you all a very Happy 2016! May we see 
in the year ahead many inspiring academic achievements, exciting discoveries, and 
invigorating developments. 

I believe that the short term looks prosperous. The change in federal government 
coincides with a much louder talk on commitment to invest in research and 
innovation. And the opportunities to see some action on this talk are around the 
corner. Let’s hope that we see increased budget allocations to CIHR and allied 
research agencies and organizations in the new government’s budget. 

We will be going through the first CIHR Project competition and the second CIHR 
Foundation competition, as well as a new CFI call (CFI-9) in the coming months. I 
would like to wish every member of the department participating in these 
competitions my full support and the best of luck. Let me emphasize the importance of preparing these applications 
ahead of time, and of going through internal peer review. The latter can be coordinated not only at the faculty level 
but also at the departmental level. Let me know if you need any help. 

Last, we are nearing the end of my first term as Chair of the Department. I would appreciate that you participate in 
the review process by providing Dr. Mara Ludwig, Vice-Dean of Academic Affairs, your feedback on my leadership at 
mara.ludwig@mcgill.ca. I truly thank you in advance for doing so. It means a lot to me as we continue to make our 
Department a reference of academic excellence and administrative fairness and transparency. 

Without further due, let 2016 begin! 

Yours in service, 
Quim 
 
RESEARCH 

 
Publications  
 

1. Alsahafi N, Ding S, Richard J, Markle T, Brassard N, Walker B, Lewis GK, Kaufmann DE, Brockman MA, 
Finzi A. Nef proteins from HIV-1 elite controllers are inefficient at preventing ADCC. J Virol. 2015 Dec 30. 
pii: JVI.02973-15. [Epub ahead of print] 

2. Atayde VD, Aslan H, Townsend S, Hassani K, Kamhawi S, Olivier M. Exosome Secretion by the Parasitic 
Protozoan Leishmania within the Sand Fly Midgut. Cell Rep. 2015 Nov 3;13(5):957-67. doi: 
10.1016/j.celrep.2015.09.058. Epub 2015 Oct 22.  

3. Ding S, Veillette M, Coutu M1, Prévost J, Scharf L, Bjorkman PJ, Ferrari G, Robinson JE, Stürzel C, Hahn 
BH, Sauter D, Kirchhoff F, Lewis GK, Pazgier M, Finzi A. A Highly-Conserved Residue of the HIV-1-gp120 
Inner Domain is Important for ADCC Responses Mediated by Anti-Cluster A Antibodies. J Virol. 2015 Dec 
4. pii: JVI.02779-15. [Epub ahead of print] 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Nef+proteins+from+HIV-1+elite+controllers+are+inefficient+at+preventing+ADCC.
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Exosome+Secretion+by+the+Parasitic+Protozoan+Leishmania+within+the+Sand+Fly+Midgut
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Exosome+Secretion+by+the+Parasitic+Protozoan+Leishmania+within+the+Sand+Fly+Midgut
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=A+Highly-Conserved+Residue+of+the+HIV-1-gp120+Inner+Domain+is+Important+for+ADCC+Responses+Mediated+by+Anti-Cluster+A+Antibodies.
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=A+Highly-Conserved+Residue+of+the+HIV-1-gp120+Inner+Domain+is+Important+for+ADCC+Responses+Mediated+by+Anti-Cluster+A+Antibodies.
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4. Duerr CU, McCarthy CD, Mindt BC, Rubio M, Meli AP, Pothlichet J, Eva MM, Gauchat JF, Qureshi ST, 
Mazer BD, Mossman KL, Malo D, Gamero AM, Vidal SM, King IL, Sarfati M, Fritz JH. Type I interferon 
restricts type 2 immunopathology through the regulation of group 2 innate lymphoid cells. Nat 
Immunol. 2015 Nov 23. doi: 10.1038/ni.3308. [Epub ahead of print]. 

5. Lee WS, Richard J, Lichtfuss M, Smith AB 3rd, Park J, Courter JR, Melillo BN, Sodroski JG, Kaufmann DE, 
Finzi A, Parsons MS, Kent SJ. Antibody-dependent cellular cytotoxicity against reactivated HIV-1-infected 
cells. J Virol. 2015 Dec 9. pii: JVI.02717-15. [Epub ahead of print] 

6. Memari B, Bouttier M, Dimitrov V, Ouellette M, Behr MA, Fritz JH, White JH. Engagement of the Aryl 
Hydrocarbon Receptor in Mycobacterium tuberculosis-Infected Macrophages Has Pleiotropic Effects on 
Innate Immune Signaling. J Immunol. 2015 Nov 1;195(9):4479-91. doi: 10.4049/jimmunol.1501141. Epub 
2015 Sep 28. 

7. Monat C, Cousineau B. Circularization pathway of a bacterial group II intron. Nucleic Acids Res. 2015 Dec 
15. pii: gkv1381. [Epub ahead of print] 

8. Skeldon AM, Morizot A, Douglas T, Santoro N, Kursawe R, Kozlitina J, Caprio S, Mehal WZ, Saleh M. 
Caspase-12, but Not Caspase-11, Inhibits Obesity and Insulin Resistance. J Immunol. 2015 Nov 18. pii: 
1501529. [Epub ahead of print].  

9. Shourian M, Flaczyk A, Angers I, Mindt BC, Fritz JH, Qureshi ST. The Cnes2 Locus on Mouse Chromosome 
17 Regulates Host Defense against Cryptococcal Infection through Pleiotropic Effects on Host Immunity. 
Infect Immun. 2015 Dec;83(12):4541-54. doi: 10.1128/IAI.00697-15. Epub 2015 Sep 14. 

 
  FACES OF EXCELLENCE 

 

Fanny Guimont-Desrochers, Postdoctoral fellow 

How long have you been with the Department? 

I have been in the Department since April 2014. 

What is your job description? 

I did my bachelor’s degree and PhD studies at University of Montreal in 
Microbiology and Immunology. I worked on the genetic and functional 
characterization of NK cells and dendritic cells. Afterwards, I spent a year in the 
USA at the National Institutes of Health to study the role of dietary metabolites 
in the regulation of immune cells. In 2014, I started my postdoctoral studies at 
McGill University in Dr Connie Krawczyk’s laboratory. My project is focused on 
the role of Notch receptors on dendritic cell activation and function. I design, 
perform and analyze experiments.  I also train younger lab members on various techniques and give them feedback 
on their projects. 

What do you look forward to when you come to work every day? 

I look forward to see my colleagues because I really enjoy working with them. I also really like designing new 
experiments and trying them out. Working in a lab is amazing because you are always busy and never get bored! 

 
 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26595887
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26595887
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=HIV-1+Antibody-dependent+cellular+cytotoxicity+against+reactivated+HIV-1-infected+cells.++Journal+of+Virology.++2015.+In+Press.++%5BEpub+ahead+of+print%5D+*+Co-corresponding+author
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=HIV-1+Antibody-dependent+cellular+cytotoxicity+against+reactivated+HIV-1-infected+cells.++Journal+of+Virology.++2015.+In+Press.++%5BEpub+ahead+of+print%5D+*+Co-corresponding+author
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26416282
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26416282
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26416282
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26673697
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26582949
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26371125
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26371125
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

UPCOMING 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Please join us in welcoming Steven 
Sutcliffe, who will be joining the Maurice 
lab in January 2016. His graduate work 
will focus on the role of bacteriophages in 
the gut microbiota. 
 

p 
 
 
 

 

  
Let's Talk Science 
Wednesday January 27th | Noon | Sheldon Conference Room 
 
Dr. Martin Richer will be speaking about 'Regulation of CD8 T cell 
function by inflammatory cues'.  

 
 
  SERVICES 

 
 
Duff Biobar Updates 

 
BioBar Hours 
The operating hours for the BioBar are the following: between 8-12 and 1-4.  
 
Don’t forget the Biobar Stocks Useful Lab Supplies such as: Kleenex; Bleach; Gloves; Paper Towels; Etc. At 
competitive price!  Please visit our website for the Biobar list of company. For more information, please visit 
Mr. Tom Ringer (RM-514, 514-398-3920). If you would like to get a list of products available at the BioBar, please 
contact Mr. Tom Ringer. 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1920&bih=955&tbm=isch&tbnid=JUq7toEXxy3ZxM:&imgrefurl=http://www.jmindsupply.com/Product Pages/chem-fluids-lubes.htm&docid=TuI4nUF2MTcHPM&imgurl=http://www.jmindsupply.com/images/Product Page Images/Company Logos/Fisher Scientific logo.jpg&w=480&h=148&ei=smFlUbXoNYng0gHqx4CIDQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:0,s:0,i:82&iact=rc&dur=1496&page=1&tbnh=98&tbnw=318&start=0&ndsp=42&tx=123&ty=64
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1920&bih=955&tbm=isch&tbnid=Lxa6LYkskfCM5M:&imgrefurl=http://www.biochem.wisc.edu/seminars/steenbock/symposium33/supporters.aspx&docid=j7sTVLZs3AT3hM&imgurl=http://www.biochem.wisc.edu/seminars/steenbock/symposium33/images/neb_logo.gif&w=300&h=116&ei=yl5lUdPMDoO70gHGroGIAQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:8,s:0,i:108&iact=rc&dur=623&page=1&tbnh=92&tbnw=240&start=0&ndsp=32&tx=165&ty=51
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1920&bih=955&tbm=isch&tbnid=GjMqu0MIqIHaAM:&imgrefurl=http://www.aviatelive.com/?s=Roche&docid=3dfNzANz5vj0kM&imgurl=http://www.swissnexboston.org/activities/events-inhouse/RocheLogo.jpg/image&w=2378&h=1272&ei=2VxlUcK3D8qK0QHu4YDIDw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:5,s:0,i:100&iact=rc&dur=1585&page=1&tbnh=164&tbnw=307&start=0&ndsp=38&tx=181&ty=105
http://www.mcgill.ca/microimm/files/microimm/mimmbiobar_listofcompany_20141029_2.pdf
mailto:tom.ringer@mcgill.ca
mailto:tom.ringer@mcgill.ca
http://www.mcgill.ca/microimm/channels/event/dr-james-taylor-seminar-mcgill-256581
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You are all encouraged to submit any news, grants, papers, awards, pictures, or items that you want to include to our 
monthly newsletter. We will be happy to share them with the rest of the department. You can email them to 
Mr. Patrick Ritchie. 

mailto:office.microimm@mcgill.ca

