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Dear MIMMers,  

I would like to start this newsletter wishing you all a very Happy 2016! May we see 
in the year ahead many inspiring academic achievements, exciting discoveries, and 
invigorating developments. 

I believe that the short term looks prosperous. The change in federal government 
coincides with a much louder talk on commitment to invest in research and 
innovation. And the opportunities to see some action on this talk are around the 
corner. Le ’  hope ha  we ee increa e  bu ge  alloca ion  o CIHR an  allie  
re earch agencie  an  organi a ion  in he new governmen ’  bu ge . 

We will be going through the first CIHR Project competition and the second CIHR 
Foundation competition, as well as a new CFI call (CFI-9) in the coming months. I 
would like to wish every member of the department participating in these 
competitions my full support and the best of luck. Let me emphasize the importance of preparing these applications 
ahead of time, and of going through internal peer review. The latter can be coordinated not only at the faculty level 
but also at the departmental level. Let me know if you need any help. 

Last, we are nearing the end of my first term as Chair of the Department. I would appreciate that you participate in 
the review process by providing Dr. Mara Ludwig, Vice-Dean of Academic Affairs, your feedback on my leadership at 
mara.ludwig@mcgill.ca. I truly thank you in advance for doing so. It means a lot to me as we continue to make our 
Department a reference of academic excellence and administrative fairness and transparency. 

Without further due, let 2016 begin! 

Yours in service, 
Quim 
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Fanny Guimont-Desrochers, Postdoctoral fellow 

How long have you been with the Department? 

I have been in the Department since April 2014. 

What is your job description? 

I i  my bachelor’  egree an  PhD u ie  a  Univer i y of Mon real in 
Microbiology and Immunology. I worked on the genetic and functional 
characterization of NK cells and dendritic cells. Afterwards, I spent a year in the 
USA at the National Institutes of Health to study the role of dietary metabolites 
in the regulation of immune cells. In 2014, I started my postdoctoral studies at 
McGill Univer i y in Dr Connie Krawc yk’  labora ory. My projec  i  focu e  on 
the role of Notch receptors on dendritic cell activation and function. I design, 
perform and analyze experiments.  I also train younger lab members on various techniques and give them feedback 
on their projects. 

What do you look forward to when you come to work every day? 

I look forward to see my colleagues because I really enjoy working with them. I also really like designing new 
experiments and trying them out. Working in a lab is amazing because you are always busy and never get bored! 

 
 




