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Er ica Ma Tak es Secon d  Place 
at  t h e Un d er g r ad  Resear ch  
Con f er en ce at  McGi l l  in  
Med ical  Scien ces Cat eg o r y  
By  Olg a Ok ou lov a 
 

Er ica Ma, a fourth year in 
the MI MM undergraduate program 
at  McGill, presented her research 
project  and placed second at  this 
year’s Undergraduate Research 
Conference (URC) at  McGill, in the 
category of medical sciences. The 
conference, which took place on 
October 16, 2015 and was 
organized by the Faculty of Science, 
serves as an opportunity to 
showcase the many var ied research 
projects conducted by students 
within the faculty. 

This was the eleventh 
annual Undergraduate Research 
Conference with a total of forty-six 
undergraduate student  part icipants 
who worked with professors to 
com plete their  unique research 
projects, most ly in the sum mer 
proceeding the conference. 

Ma’s supervisor and 
pr incipal invest igator for the project 
was Dr. I rah King, an assistant  
professor in the MI MM Department . 
When asked about  Dr. King’s 
involvement , Ma replied, “He [ Dr. 
King]  was involved in so many 
ways” . More specifically, Er ica went 
on to explain that , “He was my 
supervisor and my PI ;  he funded the 
research that  I  did, he mentored my 
project and my development as an 
undergrad researcher, he offered 
advice on the progression of my 
project ” .  

 
Ma’s research, which was 

t it led “ system ic coordinat ion of 
eosinophilia following imm une 
challenge” , involved the 
invest igat ion of eosinophil cells in a 
helm inth infect ion. 

“ I n m ost  im mune 
responses you need an influx of 
immune cells to the site of infect ion 
or immune challenge. This 
accumulat ion of cells is part ially 
responsible for generat ing an 
effect ive immune response. My 
project , specifically, was on the 
accumulat ion of a specific immune 
cell called eosinophil in response to 
a cer tain infect ion, specifically, a 
helm inth infect ion,”  Ma explained. 

The conference was 
divided into five categor ies – 
biological sciences, com putat ional 
and mathemat ical sciences, physical 
sciences, psychology and 
neurosciences and, of course, 
medical sciences. Out  of the 
students present ing, all had been 
selected beforehand out  of a pool of 
individuals who had applied to 
present . 

While Ma spoke about  her 
second place victory as a “nice 
validat ion of the work that  I  and 
Dr. King had done” , she also said, “ I  
take it  with a grain of salt  because 
there were m any really excellent  
presentat ions at the conference… 
especially from  our departm ent” . 
She concluded with, “ I t ’s an honour, 
in itself, to be presented [ at  the 
conference] ” .

When asked for the key to 
a successful and effect ive 
presentat ion for those students who

 
wish to part icipate in the conference 
in the future, Ma replied, “To be 
honest , I ’m  not  exact ly sure. I  
guess, maybe t ry to make the 
presentat ion accessible, because 
the judges aren’t  specifically from  
your specific subfield.”  She went  on 
to explain that , “For example, my 
field was immunology but I  had a 
biologist  as a j udge, in addit ion to a 
biochem ist . Just  make things easier 
to understand, perhaps. And let  
your enthusiasm for your project  
show.”  

The next  Undergraduate 
Research Conference (URC) is set  to 
take place in the Fall of 2016. Best  
of luck to all those applying and 
prepar ing to undertake their var ious 
research projects within their 
specific categor ies. Congratulat ions, 
once again, to Er ica Ma and to all 
those who competed in this year’s 
Undergraduate Research 
Conference. I t  is a pr iv ilege, year 
after  year, to celebrate the unique 
endeavours and accomplishments of 
the students in the MI MM 
undergraduate program . 




