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FROM THE CHAIR’S DESK .

Dear MIMM®",

Excellence at MIMM is part of our culture and takes many forms. No better
example than this last month. Check it out.

MIMM continues a remarkable record of success at the Annual Undergraduate
Research Conference (URC) of the Faculty Science. For the last six years, our
nominated students have received awards at this highly competitive meeting. This
year it was Erica Ma, working in Dr. Irah King’s lab. Erica received the 2" prize in
the Medical Sciences Category. Congratulations to Erica and Irah. You made us all
very proud. And the same for all of our students that took part at the URC. Special
recognition and thanks to Dr. Herve Le Moual for coordinating MIMM'’s presence
at URC for the last few years.

We just came out of a very successful International Symposium of Human
Immunity and the Microbiome, organized with Cell Press and the CIHR Human
Immunology Network (CHIN). Over 330 participants came to Montréal to discuss
cutting edge discoveries in Human Immunology and the Microbiome. Moreover,
the Symposium provided a great opportunity for exposure of our trainees to leaders in the field and to project the
exciting work being done here. We are looking to continue our association with Cell Press and periodic organization
of this conference. Stay tuned!

Another milestone achieved: Pubmed just listed 20 publications from MDTC (our Microbiome and Disease Tolerance
Centre). Congratulations to all involved.

In another vein, Astha Agrawal and Patrick Ritchie finished our 2015 Alumni Survey, a very informative exercise.
Among the findings that stand out: over 80% high satisfaction rate for our graduates, and 45% of our graduates end
up in academia (a higher than expected outcome). These results give us all a tremendous impetus for the work we
do. More extensive report of the results will be presented at a future Town Hall meeting.

Last, but not least, don’t forget that recruitment for a new faculty member is underway. Please, attend the seminars
and chalk talks by the candidates, and provide me with your feedback. Your input is very important to ensure that
we make the best decision in identifying our newest recruit.

Without further due, enjoy this issue of MIMM bites!
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