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Dear colleagues, 
 
Welcome back everyone!  I hope that you have all had a nice Holiday break with 
family and friends. The break provides a nice opportunity to re-invigorate and 
also to plan for the future. I hope that the start of 2015 has been exciting. 
 
With the results in, I would like to share with you the tremendous success that 
MIMM 212 has had with the implementation of the Small World Initiative. Let me 
use this occasion though to congratulate Dre Samantha Gruenheid for her 
leadership role in this initiative and Simon Hernandez and all the students that 
contributed to this success. Well done! We look forward to the successful 
continuation of this project. 
 
With 2015, we welcome Dre Mary Stevenson to the department. Dre Stevenson’s 
office and lab will be located in Room 508. Her joining the department is a 
tremendous opportunity to expand our expertise and further nurtures collaborations. Welcome Mary! 
 
On March 31/2015, Dr James Coulton will be retiring, after a 35-year career at McGill. To celebrate Dr Coulton’  
contributions, we will have a Mini-Symposium on the afternoon of February 20/2015. 
 
Last, 2015 will also bring us an External Cyclical Review of the Department, scheduled for April 13-14/2015. Please, 
make sure to respond to Ms Maria Babiak if you would like to be scheduled in the itinerary of the reviewers. Your 
feedback is very important and I thank you for that in advance. 
 
Have a wonderful year! 
 
Yours in service, 

Quim 

 

 
Publications  

1. Evaluation of the immune response and protective efficacy of Schistosoma mansoni Cathepsin B in mice 
using CpG dinucleotides as adjuvant. Ricciardi A, Dalton JP, Ndao M. Vaccine. 2014 Nov 21. pii: S0264-
410X(14)01541-2. doi: 10.1016/ j.vaccine.2014.11.016. [Epub ahead of print] PMID:25448114 

2. Research priorities for elimination of visceral leishmaniasis. Greg Matlashewskiemail, Byron Arana, Axel 
Kroeger, Ahmed Be-Nazir, Dinesh Mondal, Shan Golam Nabi, Megha Raj Banjara, Murari Lal Das, Baburam 
Marasini, Pradeep Das, Graham Medley, Abhay Satoskar, Hira Nakhasi, Daniel Argaw, John Reeder, Piero 
Olliaro. THE LANCET Global Health Vol. 2, No. 12, e683–e684, December 2014. 
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3. Production and analysis of immunomodulatory excretory-secretory products from the mouse gastrointestinal 
nematode Heligmosomoides polygyrus bakeri. Rajesh M Valanparambil, Mariela Segura, Mifong Tam, 
Armando Jardim, Timothy G Geary & Mary M Stevenson. Nature Protocols 9, 2740–2754 (2014). 

 

     
 
Josée Chabot 
Technician 

How long have you been with the Department? 

I have been with the Department since March 2005. 

What is your job description (short biography)? 

I am emplo ed a  a re earc  tec nician in Dr. Don S eppard’  laborator . en 
I first joined his team, 9 year ago, there was no team! I assisted Dr. Sheppard in 
setting up the laboratory and training our first students. Once the laboratory 
was up and running, I spent most of my time at the bench, conducting experiments for my research projects, 
as well as assisting students on their own projects. I was involved in a lot of protocol development and 
optimization. In the past few years, the laboratory has grown substantially, so the majority of my time is 
now dedicated to managing t e laborator ’  finance  and admini trative matter  and participating in grant 
proposal preparation...although I still enjoy every minute I get working at the bench! These last 6 months, I 
have also had to coordinate preparations for our upcoming move to the Glen campus. 

What do you look forward to when you come to work every day? 

I look forward to working with my lab colleagues. I am lucky to be part of a very cohesive team, which really 
enhances my work environment. I also look forward to learning new things every day; it is very stimulating 
to work an academic institution and to be surrounded by bright and inquisitive people. I also love that every 
day is different and brings its own challenges. 

 

 
 

Duff Biobar Updates 
 

BioBar Hours 
The operating hours for the BioBar are the following: between 8-12 and 1-4.  
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Don’t forget t e Biobar Stocks Useful Lab Supplies such as: 

 Kleenex; 
 Bleach; 
 Gloves; 
 Paper Towels; 
 Etc. 

 
At competitive price!  Please visit our website for the Biobar list of company. For more information, please visit Tom 
(RM-514, 514-398-3920). 
 
If you would like to get a list of products available at the BioBar, please contact Tom Ringer at tom.ringer@mcgill.ca. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 As of January 1, 2015, Professor Mary Stevenson is joining our Department as a Tenured Full Professor, jointly 
appointed with the Department of Medicine. 

 The results of the Internal Funding Competitions have been announced. The Radcliffe awardees are 
Drs Martin Richer and Selena Sagan. The MDTC awardees are Drs. Sylvie Fournier and Ji Zhang, and Drs Irah 
King, Maz Divangahi and Dick Menzies. 

 The Small World Initiative implemented by Dre Gruenheid in our MIMMM 212 has been a resounding success. 
To read the newsletter that Simon Hernandez has worked very hard to complete click here. It details some 
of the successes we are seeing as this program spreads across the globe. I hope that you will notice Simon's 
attempt to emphasize the student contribution to this program. We have over 1,100 students participating 
in the SWI this semester, and we expect more this winter. What a tremendous success we are experiencing. 
Feel free to share this newsletter with your colleagues, administrators, and anyone who expresses an interest 
in implementing the SWI in their lab. (To return to T e C air’  De k  click here.) 

 The wait is over!! The grand opening of our new MIMM LOUNGE took place on December 2, 2014 at 11am. 
Open 24/7, D12 is the new lounge for Faculty, Staff, and Graduate Students to meet, eat & relax. 

 There is a new class/conference room available in the Duff: D13. D13 can accommodate up to 21 people 
and is AV equipped. 

 A Mini-Symposium to celebrate Dr J. COULTON’  retirement will take place on February 20, 2015 at the 
Faculty Club.  As the space is very limited, we ask you to confirm your participation as soon as possible.  
RSVP to Mr Patrick Ritchie. (To return to T e C air’  De k  click here.) 
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The first person who emails Patrick Ritchie with the date the following pictures were taken will win a surprise!  
 

  

 

 
  

 
INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON HUMAN IMMUNITY AND THE MICROBIOME COMING TO MONTREAL IN 2015. 
As a result of a partnership between Cell Press (Elsevier) and the CIHR Human Immunology, we are proud to announce 
the celebration of an International Symposium on Human Immunity and the Microbiome in Health and Disease 
coming up in September 27-29, 2015.  For further information, click here. 

 
 

You are all encouraged to submit any news, grants, papers, awards, pictures, or items that you want to include to 
our monthly newsletter. We will be happy to share them with the rest of the department. You can email them to 
office.microimm@mcgill.ca.  
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