
Message from the Director

The Maude Abbott Medical Museum has experienced 
remarkable success since we inaugurated our renovated main 

room in September 2018. The opening was widely covered by 
the media, including CBC radio/TV, Radio Canada, le Devoir, 
Québec Science, the Montreal Gazette, and several other local, 
national and McGill outlets. 
In the 12 months since opening we have welcomed over 2,000 
visitors, including many individuals and approximately 20 
groups. The museum website has also been very active, with 
approximately 30,000 page views. 
We have established contact with a number of other medical 
museums and organizations, such as the Université de Laval and 
the US-Canadian Historical Biorepository Network. We have 
also collaborated with a number of McGill departments in the 
development of exhibits and publications.
Last year’s Museum Friends conservation project related to 
the US Civil War bones has been completed; all the specimens 
have been cleaned and are now stored in appropriate dust-proof 
archival storage containers. 
We have also mounted a new exhibit related to the achievements 
of Maude Abbott (see next page). 
New material acquired by the museum includes a collection 
of specimens showing developmental abnormalities from 
the Department of Anatomy and Cell Biology, a number of 
Department of Medicine Awards from the early 1900s, a 
variety of microscopes from the mid-1900s, and miscellaneous 
laboratory items from the Departments of Pharmacology and 
Therapeutics, Biomedical Engineering, and Physiology. 
We are looking forward to another busy year. This fall, we will 
be hosting visits by physicians from several medical groups       
(e.g., the Canadian Cardiovascular Society) as well as local 
historical groups such as the Ste-Anne-de-Bout-de-l’Ile Historical 
Society. Our calendar also includes seminars and visits involving 
a variety of students, including those from local high schools, 
Concordia, and McGill. 

We are near completion of the creation of a comprehensive 
collection management system (in collaboration with MED 
IT) and a reorganization of the storage areas for our expanding 
collection.
Finally, we have started planning several projects as our part 
of the Faculty of Medicine’s participation in the 2021 McGill 
Bicentennial Celebrations.
As in previous years, we could not accomplish any of these 
projects without the moral and financial support of our Museum 
Friends, and I sincerely thank all of you who have helped us in 
these ways.

Rick Fraser, Director
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Top: A group of nurses visiting from Japan for a three-week 
intensive language course at McGill’s School of Continuing 
Studies in the Languages Department. 
Bottom: Members of the International Society for the 
Nomenclature of Pediatric Congenital Heart Disease attend the 
unveiling of the Abbott commemorative plaque.
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The project we propose for our Friends for this year is to assist us with the 
development of a virtual exhibit of Maude Abbott’s collection of cardiovascular 

specimens. Many of the specimens are now displayed in a cabinet in the main museum 
room. We would like to exhibit images of each specimen, as well as appropriate 
descriptive and background text, on a site similar to that which we prepared for the Osler 
collection several years ago (https://www.mcgill.ca/medicalmuseum/exhibits/maude-
abbott-medical-museum-osler-collection). The virtual exhibit would be available to 
museum visitors as well as individuals around the world via the Museum website.
Right: Abbott Specimen 49. Tetralogy of Fallot. From a ten year-old boy with cyanosis 
and left hemiplegia. 1921.

Lining the halls of the Strathcona Building are a series of molded terracotta plaques 
on which the names of many McGill Medical Faculty members have been inscribed, 

including McGill’s Faculty of Medicine founders Andrew Holmes and John Stephenson, 
Sir William Osler, and the former Faculty of Medicine Dean C. F. Martin. The plaques 
were part of the original building (constructed in 1909). They number 99 (33 on 
each of the three main floors) and are all dedicated to men. We thought that Maude 
Abbott deserves to be included, both because of the prominence of her museum in the 
Strathcona Building and because of her academic accomplishments. 
Since all the original plaques had been used, we hired an artisan to create a plaster 
replica, which was mounted near the museum entrance (coincidentally, next to the 
plaque honoring William Osler). The unveiling occurred at a gala soiree in February 
and was attended by representatives from a number of McGill and MUHC Departments 
(many of whom generously helped to finance the project, including the Departments 
of Anatomy and Cell Biology, Pharmacology and Therapeutics, Pediatrics, Pediatric 
Cardiology and Surgery, and the MUHC Maude Unit). The unveiling coincided with 
a visit to the Museum by members of the International Society for the Nomenclature 
of Pediatric Congenital Heart Disease, founded by Drs. Marie Beland and Christo 
Tchervenkov.
Left: Daniel-Jean Primeau, ornamental plasterer, and his team install the plaque and the commemorative text. 
Right: Prof. Annmarie Adams, Chair, Department of Social Studies of Medicine, Dr. Mary Hunter, Chair, Art History and 
Communication Studies, Dr. Mary Hague-Yearl, Head Librarian, Osler Library History of Medicine.
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New Acquisitions

This past year, the museum acquired several Faculty of 
Medicine awards, including two Holmes gold medals 

(1912 and 1969) and the Morley Drake prize in Pathology and 
Bacteriology. 
The Morley Drake prize is a monocular brass microscope with 
a mahogany case won by F. H. Mackay in 1910 (inscription on 
stand). Its namesake was Professor of the Institutes of Medicine 
at McGill from 1868 to 1874, when he retired due to heart 
failure, leaving a position open on the Faculty for the young 
William Osler. 

The new Abbott exhibit was mounted in time for the Abbott plaque unveiling ceremony to show some historical features of her 
Atlas of Congenital Cardiac Disease, such as some of the printing blocks used for its illustration and the layout version sent to 

the publisher. A sample of some of the recognition she has received for the Atlas and the work behind it is also shown, including a 
Canadian stamp (part of a group of four physicians including Hans Selye, Frederick Banting and Armand Frappier from 2000) and 
the award given to her by the Canadian Medical Hall of Fame in its inaugural induction year (1994). 
Left: Abbott’s handwritten application to become a student in the Faculty of Medicine at McGill (1889).
Right: Display containing Canadian Medical Hall of Fame trophy, 1932 news article, textile caricature (created by Helena 
Scheffer), and Abbott’s application letter to the Dean of McGill’s Faculty of Medicine.

Left: Front and back of medal. 
The gold medal weighs 60.8 grams
         and is 4.5 cm in diameter.

New Abbott Display



New 

Special thanks are due to our Friends for their generous donations. Your moral and financial support will have an important impact on 
new exhibits and the displays we are developing during the coming year.

If you would prefer to receive this 
newsletter by email, please let us know at:
medicalmuseum.med@mcgill.ca
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We are always happy to hear from you. Please send your 
comments to Joan O’Malley 
Room 2/38B
Strathcona Anatomy and Dentistry Building
3640 University Street
Montreal, Quebec H3A 0C7 
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During the 2013 move of pathological material from the Duff Medical Building to 
the Strathcona Building, a number of noteworthy specimens were discovered. The 

one shown here was obtained in 1928 and consists of the lungs and trachea of a young 
boy who died of diphtheria. A prominent pseudomembrane can be seen partly occluding 
the airways, beginning in the upper trachea and extending into the segmental bronchi. 
The pseudomembrane results from the action on the airway mucosa of a toxin secreted 
by the pathogenic bacterium Corynebacterium diphtheriae. Although it is classically 
seen in the pharynx and epiglottis, as illustrated by this specimen, the necrotic mucosa 
can extend well beyond these regions.  

The Pathological Collection Lost and Found Department
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Diphtheria was once one of the most common causes of death in 
Canadian children under the age of five. 
The patient was a seven year-old boy from the Alexandra 
Hospital an infectious diseases hospital located at the southern 
edge of Pointe-Saint-Charles, near Verdun. According to medical 
principles of that time, control of contagious disease involved 
isolating patients in dedicated wards and minimising points of 
access while providing maximum air circulation and sun.

Left: Site plan of the Alexandra Hospital. Note the central block 
dedicated to diptheria patients.
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