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AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL SKEICH

Vaude Elizabeth Seymour Abbott, B,A., M.D., (Bishop®s College)
L.R.C.P, & S, Edin, ,M,D,, (McGill) honoris causs,

Just the other day, in clearing out a certain cupboard, I came upon
en old diary of my sister®s into which she had thoughtfully pasted many years
8g0, some newspaper cuttings gi.vir_xg an account of an attempt which I made when
in my third ysar in Arts at McGill, now nearly forty years ago, 10 obtain ad~
mission w0 the Faculty of Medicine as an undergrad uate student. This old
account has oprought the facts before me so vividly that I thought it might be
of interest to you to @ccompany me back in & birds eye view ecrose the pust
in a brief autobiographical retrospect,

Brought up in the couniry by my beloved Grandmother, and educated
with my only sister entirely at home except for one year in Montreal at
Miss Symmers and Smith School,;.; was foriunate in that this School was for
the first time sending up a cljaea to MeGill for the June Associate in Arts
examination, a&s the matriculation was then called, I hud been very unevenly
prepared in ihe Country, well up in French and History and Literature, and
yet knowing nothing whatever of Latin or algebre or geometry and very little
of arithmetic; but I was consumed by & great thirst for the school work, and
hurled myself into it with a tremendous 2est, with a result that I was so
fortunate w8 to win the Scholarship incto McGill from that School, Hud it not
been for this mppening, I should probably not be here to-day, for an arts
education for a girl was at that time considered @ quite unnecessary luxury
and it was exceedingly difficult for me to be spared a second year from home,

But Miss Symmers wented her firgt scholarship taken up for the henour of

her Bchool, 80 pressure was brought to beer at home, and I was permitted to
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come. Accordingly 1 came down (this was in the middle of September
1885), the plan being that I was to enter upon my first year in Arts

and engage rooms for us ull, where ny Grundmother and sister were to join
me for the Winter, in October. I had been just three weeks in Arte and
all our vinter's arrangements were made when I was obliged to give it up
and reiurn to $t, Andrews, That was the time of the great small-pox
epidemic in Monvreal, and my dear Grandmother was anxious and decided not
to come, leuving me free 1o do as I thought best. It was & great struggle,
I had just begun Greek, @nd the University life scemed to me to have opened
the gates of Paradise, but by 21l the luvs of fair play it was my"tura"

to stay at home and lLet my sister come down when the epidemic had abated,
and this was what did come to pass. That guiet winter at St.Andrews wes
not altogether fruitless however, for & kind ol friend in the City sent

me the modern Greek Textbooks and our own 0ld Anglican clergyman coached

me in this subject all winter long, Our lessons were mostly from the

Greek Testament and interwoven with much sound doctrine. " AV y ay

dear®, he would say ,0means upward , T@Tf(ﬁ’o. I turn, WY—{ , my face,
d\\fg)» W7 0% + a mun turns his face upward 1o Goci; "See that you
do likewise,™ While for Latin I hud the Presbyterien minister, alsh &
very ancient man, "We wikl begin our lescson, my dear, he would say
*by kneeling together in prayer®, and so we did.
This was the reason that although I matriculeted in 1885,
I did not actually embark on my Arts course until the session 1386-1887,
and so graduated in 1890 with the third class of women in Arts from McGill. ,
My three weeks in thoe First Year in 1885 gave me at first ® cartein advan~

tage over my fellow Freshmen who, consequently, elected me President, e

post I ratained until my Final Year. At that time we were called the
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Donalia Department of McGill after Sir Donald A, Smith, later Lord
Strathconn, who had just given his first endowment for the higher edu-
cation of women at McGill, and we were housed in that part of the Arts
Building which connected the present Bursar's Office (ihen the Principal's
house) with the centre block. There wers then no Science Building, no
Redpath Library, no R.¥,C., nc Biclogical Building, no new Medical Build-
ing, no Royal Victoria Hospital. Only the long low line of buildings
from the Principal'es housé to the Molson Hall, the Redpath Museum, in which
most of our honour courses were given, two small blocks at the site of the
front part of the present Blological Building, which noused the Medical
Feculiy, and downtown tvhe Montreal General Hospital with only ite three
front blocks surmounted by a cupbéla. The rooms we Occupied were ithen called
the Eust Wing, and we thought it a palaca. Very enthusiustic we all were,
but I think perhaps I, who was country-bred, and had not had my f3l of
school or directed study before I entered Arts, felt our new advuntage most
acutely of us amll, Y was literally in love with McGill, or so the girls
said, and I have never really fallen out of love with her since. I.mention
this because I think it best explains all that happened since,

Being es we were the third class of women to graduate from
McGill, we helped to make our little page of history, for our nine members
raised the women students to 20 and thet was a l=srge enough number to or-
ganize from. During the four years I was in Arts, we helped our seniors
of clase '88 to found the Delta Sigma Debating Society (in 1888) and in
our last Session 1889-90, we ourselves founded a religious society, which
is now the College Y,W.C.i., but which we called our Theo Dora or gifts to
God Society, A few wesks after our gradustion in June 1890, we got to-

gether und organized a Soup Kitchen on Jurors Street for vfactory and working



L

girls, which we and the accruing band of Women Grudustes meintained as
such for a number of ysars, and which finally became the Univereity
Settlement; e&nd we banded ourselves at this time us the future HcGill
Alumnae Society.

28 an Undergraduate I was Editor for the Donaldes of the
MeGill Forinightly, then our only college publication, e&nd a hectic time
I had. Aris, Science, snd the Donalda Editors, the latter being I,
united in a }ote of censure against the Editor in Chief, who was a graduate
in Arts but an undergraduate in Medicine, because he insisted in putting
in over the heads of the Editorisl Board, what we and our constituencies
considered, overebroad medical jokes., Muny a time have I mounted the
stair in the East Wing to hear some such words as: "Father says he is not
going to let us have the Fortnightly in the house, there's another medical
joke in it this morning." The men in Arts and Science also objected to
certain Editordals which appeared without! . having been eubmitteq/favouring
the views of Medicine which were usually(ﬁgog)with those of the other
Faculties rather than Arts. Our Editor-in~Chief, however was impervique
10 our reprimands; he fuiled to resign and repeated the offence, and
ve three resigned in & body, whereat he and his junior medical editor
triumphantly brought out the last number of the Session alone, From
this I learned & lesson I have never forgoiten, which is that to resign
one's office is to abandon one's trust, and therefore any other form of
protest is to be preferred to withdrawal from office, if one really cares
for the work it represents.

I was Class Valedictorien too, a mutter which was a more

serious underteking tnen, than now, for the men and women in Arts graduated

with Science in the Windsor Hall, and we reed our three valedictories,
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(which had been strictly censored ihe day before by vhe Principal Sir

Williem Dawson and all references not completely in accord with the

then University policy, sternly deleted), in open Convocation./ They

were published in the May number of the University Guzette of that year

and I would like to quote some paragraphs from my own if only to show
how seriously we took ourselves, and how deeply we sensed our relation-
ship to the School that had admitted us within her sacred precincts,

It began, -~

“Ag we stand together here on the vantage ground of our
Grdduat ion day looking backward over the past and forward
over the future, the one supreme thought that comes to us
out of the kaleidoscope of memory and hope is that of this
mysterious work. To what it ultimately tends we know not,
but we press forward in it to this tne mark of our high
calling, Work is fundamental to the onward march of science,
it is at the bottom of every great and good action that was
ever done, it underliies the foundation of all true character;
and it is the sin of idleness that is io be counted es the
deadl iest, just because it chokes, with thestifliag pressure
of stsgnation, every noble deed and eventually, every holy
inspiration.® And it ended "......, It is with full hearts
thut w& turn to repeat the word to our Alma Mater herself.
But surely, there is no need (of vain repetitions hers).

The "ego polliceor*thui we have just vowed is still vibrat-
ing &n the air; and can ve ever dreum of ceasing to love
and cherish and reverence, of ceasing to keep holy and un-
defiled the memory of that Univerasity thai has made us her
own children., Let us be still, and let our whole future
life-work prove that from our hearts fur more than from our
lips, arises to our Alma Mater a wish that &s a prayer

“Farewell."
Owing to my domestic conditions, which were those of & very small
family circle, it was impossible for me to remain away from home for two

consecutive years. Accordingly afier my first year in Arts our little

household moved into the city. Owing to illness at home I was obliged

to drop my Classics honour course in my third year, but as I had had

Greek throughout, I was able to qualify in the final year for the Lord
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Steanley gold medal, which I won. O0f the five medals awarded that year,
the nine girls in Arts '90 got three; and very proud of each other we
were.

But what about Medicine?! The idea of studying it was not in
the first place my own., My childhood "best friend", now Mrs. C,H,
Eagtluke, who is by the way one of our leading Canadian artists/ to-day,
said to me during my second year in Arte, as we sat one day together in
the fields at her home in Almonte. "Whui ure you going to do when you
leave Gollege!® "I never ihought about ity said I, "If I were'nt an
artist," said she, "1 would be a doctor, Its a lovely life, 50 human
and full of people." I came home and said 10 my Grandmother, "May I
be & doctor?" ‘"Dear child," said she, "you may be anything you like,"
This was not & full decision however, and I thought and spoke of the
plan only dn a desultory way, my great desire ai that time being to remain
on as a student at McGill, At the end of my second year, in May 1888, when
the rira£ class of women graduated, their valedictorian Octavia Ritchie,
ufterwards Dr, Grace Ritchie Englend, who was my very dear frisnd, made a
stirring plea for the admission of women to medicine at McGill, The
authorities were however strongly opposed io coeducation and the matter
rested there, Then, in my third year (1889), some kind ladies in the
citx/of rather advanced views, hearing tnat I wanted to stiudy medicine,
sent for me, and offered to support uny step I might tuke in the matter,
and even undertook to go with me to call upon some of the leading Doctors,
to ascertain their views, The result was that I did send in}on February
12th, 1889, with the approval of some of the Physiciuns who were more or
less sympathetic or rather, not u:friend1y¢ the following petition which

I quote from the newspuper cutting mbove referred to,



To the Dean and Faculty of Medicine of McGill University:

I, the undersigned, having decided upon adopting the
medical profession, and being desirous of obtaining the
necessary instruction jn Montreal, do hereby petition the
Dean and Faculty of Medicine that some provisions be made
to this end. And I further most earnestly pray that the
said provision be mude for the upproachingsession of the
college year, 1889690.

I would solicit an early reply to this petition,

l em, yours respectfully,
Maude £, Abbott.

111 Union Avenue, Feb.12th, 1889.

Shortly thereafter some of these lay friends, who were interested,
formed themselves into a Society which they called ihe "Associaticn

for the Profossional Education of Women (A,P.,E.W.), &nd they also

petit ioned the Faculty to consider my request favorably, tc inform them
what requirements financial end otherwise would be needed for our ad-
mission (for there were now two of us), and they pledged themselves to
raise whatever funds were considered necessary 1o meel these, and 1o
this end asked for a Conference, The Faculty granted this, and a
deputat ion from it met representawives of the A,P.X.W. and we two
petitioners, but the Facully finally ruled that it was impossible for

them to consider vhe subject favorably at the present time, This was in

the autumn of 1889://,/
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f/#f%/fShortly after my graduation in Arts, 1890, I had a message from
the Medical Faculty of the University of Bishops College ( a small
gchool with its building on the corner of Ontario and Lance Streets,
which wes more or less in rivalry with leGill, buﬂ)whose students had
their hospitel work from the LeGill Teachbing Staff at ihe Lontreal
Yencral Bosp;tal), informing me that it contemplated opening its doors
f/, to women the following augumn and that three women hed alresdy eurolledp
‘j/ themselves, and inviting me to do so. Dr. Kitchle (& graduate of the
first clase in Arts from McGAll) then in her Third Tear al queens in
Kingston wes one of the three eurolled for her final year at Lishops,
and September fojund me there & medical undergraduste iu ny firet year.
Phose were dark daye. No longer within the walls of my Leloved M3G111)
among rough studenis, meny of whom seemed 10 me 1T have lower siandards
than those among which we hud worked togeiher Ifor the pure love of the
workin%’and giruggl ing, as only & 1irst year student in nediciue aues
struggle, wilh the bare bones of anatomy,- it wes a dreary round. But
Dr. Springle, our Frofessor in Anatomy, gnd Dr. Bruere in Pathology, were
R % 27 VORI
‘ bright 1ights on our horizon, amd the work at the k.G.HE. was in prospecf//
f/’;efore, {he end of my firei yesr however, in the spring of 1891, I was
warned by liss Ritechie to apply at once for my siudents perpetual ticket

for the Montreal General Hpspitel, and LA pay ithe mozey dowa immuuiatelx,

oy RV
)&l and I accordiugly did, that seme day, pay in ny $20. .00, 'which was duly
receipted; but my hospitsl ticket, which had to be issued later by the
Committee of Management, did not come to me. Miss Ritechie, (whose brother
the late Dr.Arthur Ritchie was & fellow graduate of Dr.Oslers from
NeGill and a friend of the men in power), had already walked the wards

throughout the session 1890-91, with success and popularity, but some of

l‘ | |
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her old fellow-studelmts at Gneens had written in, esking for permiseien
to attend the Summer session, and the Committee of Management saw with
slarm that they had taken & siep that might open the flood gates for

an ill-considered innovation, snd they had accordingly sctmnally ruled
that no more tickets shonld be issned to women students, so that, in
spite of lhe Tfact that my $20.00 had besn paid in and scknowledged, the
matter was still in abeyance and my ticket withheld. It was now July

of 1891, and I waer beginning tc lay my rlams to go 1o Philadoelphis, when
the newspaper storm broke. It was the time for the pryment of annnal
subscriptions to the lontreal Genersl Fospital, and ibe situvation had
somehow get through to the consciousness of the Governors, snd & number
of these headed by kr. D.A.P. Watt snd fthe late Mr.Hugh kelennan, quite
spontaneously, and éntire]v as 8 matter of fair play, took up the cudgelgy
on my hehal%. saying it wae unfair to refuse a ticket for hospital
attendance tov me, an Axte @radna%éjgﬁ 100113; vhen this privilege had just
been awcvorded my fellow graduate Miss Ritchie and in no way abused by her;
and they refused to pay ja their sulseriptions untll & ticket had been
issued also to me. The papers were again full of the pros and cons of the
situation, of the "poor little men~students™ whe were about to be invaded
and who aeeded protection from the "great big lady s*vdent™, who was
about to descend oﬁrhem if allowed, but on the whole they were quite
favourable to the cause of women in medicine. I felt the publicity of it
both then and earlier, greatly, and it made me very unheppy. I felt quite
sure that none of importance in my world would cver want to speak to me'
again after 21l this newspaper exposure, end indsed I think meny people
did probably think of me askance and bdame me as t0c0 young a women to be

flaunted in the papers so. ln the middle of it all one day by mail at

| T r——



St.Andrews the ticket suddenly reached me. The battle had been suddenly

won for me catirely in asbsentia, by men I had never known or seen. But

a Resolution had been pessed by the Committee of Masnagement that no

other tickets for hospltal attendance were to be 1issued to wWomen students.
buring the next three seesions I was ln full attendanceaqt all

the MGeH. Glinios that were open t0 MeG1ll and Bishops studentgi_l was

the only woman, for Liss Ritehie had gresduated, and a kiss fbffelté '

whom & second ticket really was allowed tkrough the influence of thok

late Dr. Kirkpatrick,did rot atterd the Third and Fourth Year clinies,.

| I enjoyed the work greatly and cn the whole I was very kindly treated,

but I was more or less at a discdvaniage for I was rarely guizzed or

ealled down on the flocr, an@ there ve"e)painiul moments in the operating
room, when I bad to deocide for myself whether or not it was beat to leave
the woom for certain operation. mot atiended by the nurses, the thought
of which still gives mwe a Lingle of enmbarassment. 0Of all ile teschers,
Dr. Shepherd was the kindest to me in & praciical waym for be often let
me assist in operatioms on ny csses, or would reward what Le regarded as
a well worked-up case report by allotting me extra Leds, taking them away
for this purpose from "that fellow who is nevcr here when he is wanted".
1 had &8 many a8 four beds &t & iime under him. On the otiker hand he took
a delight in plaguing me by swuch smnouncements as ". k:ve 10 lst yom out
early today gentlemen to attend a meeting we're having to keep cut those
troublesome ladg-students™. The stamping and applause that greeted such
& remark as this was the only unchivalrous act on the part of the men,
vwhich I remember. A number of them had been my fellow graduatee in Arts,
and I used to mlook longingly across at them, but I was now in an alien

School, and I think over-sensitive)and somehow, we did not grow intimate;
and I was very lonely,
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71 gradusted in ledicine in 1894, wining the Senior Anatomy prize,
and the Chancellor's Prise for the best examination in the final branches,
and in July following, =sailed with my sister for Europe, my dear
Grandmother then having dieq)nn December 12th,1890. The (sptain was en
01d family friend and we sat one on each side of him at the table, but
they calied us the Infents cf the Ship, for we had never travelled before,

!

and yet we were bound for Heidelberé)and after that, we knew not whether.
But Vienna was at that time the Mecca of the Postgraduate, and our idea
was to first leurn Germen in a less expensive locality end then go there.
We had & month first in london with old friends, and Professor Moyse, who
had crossed with us, had given me a card of introductiocn to Sir Viector
Horsley then at University College and Luneeus Square Hospital. Between him
and facilities provided by%iondon School of kedicine for Women, I had all
the medical sight secing I counld carry. SirVictor was very good to us,

had us at the house for lunch, got us tickets for admission to the House
of Lords, and sent me notices for his daily private operations. On the
morning of the day we left for the Coatinent, I attended one of these
orerations and afler it went up to him to say goodbye. "Did you say you
are going to Heldelberg" he said; wud when we arrived theré)a week later,
I found a letter from him addressyto me Poste restante, containing
introduetions from him)to Czerny 1he great surgeon, Erby the great
neurclogist, and Hoffmana the medico-legal expert. As I was at that time
steering for Gynaecology (or so 1 thought) and as ihis meant a knowledge
of surgery, I decided to follow Czerny, and I went to his operations dailye¢
The very evening of the first morning I spent in his operating room, all
Heidelberg was astir with joy beczuse he had just refused a call to Vienna

| oy
to succeedA ¢llroth. In his honour the students held a_Fackelzgg, or

‘---IIIIIlIIIl--l--I------------------;----.



torchlight procession in his honour, marching before his house and

cheering him sword in hend, after which they marched to the Studentenplatz

which lay just under the walis of the beautiful castle’and danced their
syord-dance, etriking their swords ‘above thelr heads to the tune of the
song they sung together;
" Alt Heidelberg du feine
Du sladt an khren reich
Am Necksr und am Rheine
_ein auders kowmﬁdir gleich".
and ending by throwing their swords together in & heap in the middle of
the Pagfg. This wes & great sight ihat met our unsccusiomed eyes in the
streaming moonlgght, for our kiudly hoslesses of the Pension Caemmerer
steercd us 80 that we saw it alle
“hree weels in Heidelberg end one in bern (where I saw the great
Kocher operste) and six in Interlakep, @and then September 1894 saw ue in
zurich, where I metriculated intc the University (since this admitted
women), for the winter s ssion)while ny sister settled down to music at
the conservatoriume. As le usual abroad we found o0ld friends there and
had a cosy apartment and & happy winter. I concenirated on Pathology, for
which purpose 1 got a place in Prof. Ribbert's laboratory, and struggled

there alone and with very litile personal supervision over ny first

microscoplc sectiond,dlmost the only help he gave me being "Zelichnen Siec,

Freulein™, "draw, draw everyihing you see under your microscope”; but I
-——__'/_ =

followed his wonderful courses 10 the students oncombined gross and

microscopic pathology with great interest and profit; angAglso on

Gynaecology for which purpose I was allowed to enrol myself as & Student
"Unter-sssistent4n” with Prof. Wyder, in which capacity my still
insufficient grapp of the language brought me up against various

difficulties, but he was extrsordinarily kind throughout, and in the end
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opened the way to Vicnma by introducing me te Wertheim there. I also
followed Forel (Charcote great co~worker in hypnotism) in his lectureas
on nervous und mentel diseases, and had a neuropathology laboratory
gourse with the dlistinguished von liomekow and I learnt to use the
ophthalmoscope on rablLits egeé, and bhad a special covrse in Otolaryn-
gology.

At lgst, in Marych 1895, we rezched Viemna, and remasined there
or in the vieinity nearly two years. 1 bLegen my medical work with the
post-gradnate courses in Gynsecology =znd Obstetrics, taking two in each
subjeet, to make up for my lack of stndent experience, at least in
Gynaecology. In the Obstetrioss eumrsfs, we followed the reguler schedule
then in vogue, which coneisted in spending three dayes and nighte on the
Schanta quar-klinjé where we were accommodated with flee-infested beds,
snd were given a pert in the meny cases that ceme off, under the able,

thovgh it seemed to us cold-blooded tvtelage of Dr. Wertheim, at that

time a Frivet-Docent; then ceame three daye iIntermiesion &nd then three
daye on duty again. These were the most exnensive of all the covrees,
apd although very goodm they were not, I believe, the best thing to be
had in Vienna at tiet time. In concenesus of opinion then (end 1 believe
still), the greatest things to be had there by far, were the Fathology
with Kolisko and Albrecht, snd the Internal Medicine conrees with Ortner
in Neusser's Clinic, Cvestek in Nothnagel'e ard Kovacs at the Frenz-
jobefspital. The only onee of these ibree sets of courses in Internal
Medicine open to women, were Dr. Ortaier's, the other courses admitiing
men ondky, not because these teachers objected to taking women, but
hecause the "Americsmns” who were responsible for filling the places in

them had made this ruling. Each course was shared by six postgraduate

students who paid 20 guldens aplece for 20 bedside gquiz clinics given
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by the Dogent, and his methods were of the best. A1l that could be got
from the patient by Inepection and Palpation we hed tc zlean before
proczecding further, and often from the character of the pulse and other
general ieaturcs we had o0 nurrewed the field by exclusion, that the
diegnosis junped out &t cne s¢ soom as the main feootls of the cese were
'omposed. As soon as one internal Eedicine course ended, another by the
smﬁa teacher begau, and cnce one had secured a "pluee” one usually held

it Throughont one's stay in tlen, cither teking it aleng with other
gourses, or when one needed the iime for olher work, put ing in a
substitute who pvaid for it wkile he used 1it, and yiolded it up again at
reqguest. This very conveunlent arrsngement gave the advsuluge (o those

who had beeun lougest in Vienna, or wlo bad hed friends there before their
arrival, ior the Docent eared not st all whoe wus Lhere so long as he was
raid, and it was quite easy ior 0l1d members io get control of other
"plages", and hand them Lo Iriends on their érrival. It is readily seen
tlat such a system might underge stusc, and I believe u time did arrive
latver when "Chicago"” held one course and "ooston” aﬂothcr, and an outsided
could moi get in st alle Bul in uwy time il wae merely a convenience, and
&t least in 1ihe Urtl-rier courses cveryone wa:e friendly s1.d obliging.ﬁ‘u_‘
When we arrived we found two old lontreal friends there, Dr.W.P.Hamilton
and Dr.Gsorge Mathewscn, who vere nearing the end ¢f & winter's stay,
and Dr.Hamilion gol me a "phace” immcdiately in one of Ortrier's sourses,
and explained tke value cof it t2 me, sc that I owe 1t to him that I held
it during the entire 22 months I was in Vienna, cither £filling it myself
or by substiiutes, who were always to be obtained. Thus it came about
also that when la September 1896, four old fellow graduated of mine in

Arts, Drs.Armour Robertaon, Fry, Sicholls and MascCarthy arrived umexpect
edly

B i



S N,

i_ \;'..‘ ‘x 7\]

= i

for ihree months work, I "owned" no less than four places in Ortrier's
ocourse: that had been handed over to me by departing friends, and was
therefore able to "place" all four men immediately, with & result ihat
thes gave me a grand Christmes dinusr at ihe Riedhef wiith an invitetion
addressed to me as the "Fresident of the kontreal kedieco-Chirurgical
Sooiety of Vienna" (a pieasaut harbinger as women had not yet been
admitted to the Ledical Socilety at home), at which there were presents
for everyone and meny yromises of mutual good will and good fellowship-
were exchanged.
in the same way, ihe gross rath logy which was given once or

twice weekly by Kolisko oua &ll the accumulated material and was simply
maguificent (no other word gpplies) was always attended by practically
all the post-grad.ates throuwghout their stay in Wien. ve had splendid
courses too, from Albreechiin petiological histology which gave us a
good outline and sent us home with a fine collection of slides,.The two
courses which I followed with him 1 had the pleasure of sharing with
Ure heSe Warthin of Awn Arbor, snd laid there the foundation of a
friendship thet has lasted since. I had meny other courses, Neuwology
with Ve Goldner,leuro-pathology with Obersteiumer, Bacterlolegy with
Gohn (and myself got Diptheria), Blood discases with Neudorier, vto=
laryngology, Ophthalmology and ilhe rest, and followed the lectures by
Professors leusser and kothnagel, mraff-nbbing and von VWaguner, Shanfs,
and Kiderhofer,~ but it was the grounding 1 obtained into Internal
ligdicine and Pathology from Uriner and Kolisko and Albrecht that
determined my bent, and méde possible my later work at LieGill. f(’

IAgﬁ?In the Spring of 16897, en route at last for home, I passed the

examination at Edinburgh for the Trfiple Qualification Ligentiate in




in sompeny with Dr. G.S. MscCerthy (lLicGill led 'S4), aund Dr.W.B.Howell
(lied '96), and 1l interned a8 locum tenens for a short ime in a small
Woman's Hospital at Glasgow, where the new Listerian methods of asepsis
were followed in one surgical ward, while the 0ld pre~Listerian practices
of sluicing out the abdomen with tap water were practiced in the other,
(to my great consternation), and later during the Summer I served as

Clinican Assistant for three moniths iu the great City Asylum at

Birmingbam. Returning to Montreal in Sepiember 1897, I set up my office
and door plate at 156 Mansfield Street in the Lovember following, next
door but cne to Dr.Shepherd, uvpon whom I left s cerd with some trepida=-
tion. A few weeks later I had occazion to call him in coansultation om
a case of stone in the kidney, Gnd he operated on my pa tienl, &snd has
ever since been one of my best and kindest friends.

While in Inglend I Lad Jjoinred the british Medical issociatlon,
and I had been in praciice only a few weeke when I atterded 2 meeting
in Montresl at whichk Dr.dames Stewsrt and Dr. Adaml reportcd a case from
the R.V.R, of Pigmentation Cirrhesie in Bronzed Tisbetes, the first in
the Lnglish language, end tke first in esny literature in a woman. The
tissnue rezction 1is peculiar, in that tke ircn rigwent reacts to ferro-
cyanide of potassium turning a bright Prussion blue (Perl's test). I had
seen such & case in Albrecht's laborstory in Vienna and had the mieros=
ecopic slides with me. I have them still. Next day, In walking through
$he college grounds 1 heppened to meet Dr. hartin, who was ledical
Superinteadent of the Montreal Genersl Hospitsl during the latter part
¢f the time I was a student there. He stopped me with the question,
"Are you practising heret" snd when I said "Yes", he invited me to come

up and work at the R.V.H. Whereupon I asked him if I might bring my

| .
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‘ slides of pigmemtation cirrhosis and show them to Dr. Adami, end he

! made an appoiniment for me accordingly for the following day. When

| Up. Adami ssw my slides, he 1lurned over the case of "Blue Mary" as
1% came 10 be called im the literature to me Lo work up, while

j Dy Martin set me to work from the clinical side on a statistical study
orn “uuctional Hearti Murymurs, based on the records in the Hospital since
its opening zome five jewrs p?BViouslyvO& firished Dr.kartin's paper
first,&gnd he criticized it for me from Berlin,Germany, whers he had
gone for Post-gratnate work, a.d Ir.James Stewart read it for me ( in
Dr.Martin®e abeeJEB, and as 1 could not present it myself not being &
membexr), at the Ledico-Chirurgical Society o which women had not yet
been edmitted. Itiwas very well received and immedistely after it had
beon read Dr.Adami propo=zed a Resolution that women be admitted to
membership im the Lociely, and nominsted me for eclection to membership.
This Resolution, which had been nroposed & year earlier on behald of
another medicel woman and hed then been turned down, was now carried
practically waanimously, only one member voting ageinst 1t. This
happuied on Lharch 21st,1898, and théaartdcle "On so-called Functional
Heart-kurmurs" appeared in the Loniresl kedicel Journal for 1899 JXXViii, !
of that yearjjihe ligmentation-clrrhosis was a more extensive affalr.
As it was the first plece of psthological research 1 had ever dones’
Dr. Adami told me to work it over as completely as poscible first,.and
after this was doue, Lo make & survey of the literature. 1 accordiugly
wrote to Vienna for the full records of the case from which I had the
slides, and they very kindly seni me materisl from two others with a
paper by Erets who had siudied also & large number of livers to

determine the presence of haemosiderin in conditions other than tlhat

.—
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yhich we were studjing. In the light of his article 1 proceeded to
examine the livers from 811 the sutopsies dome at the R.V.H. since

4t8 origin five yesars before end tc test those which showed pigment

for haemosiderin, and ineidentally I found it necessary to perfect the
techniyue of Perl's test, which did not give a Prussian~blue reaction
on formalln preserved maberial unless the solutions were heutied, and
the hydrochloric acid used in excess of the ferrocysnide of potassiume.
In his work on heemosiderosis in copper poiconing Professor Mallory
glves me credit for this point in ite techhique. 11 wad nearly two
yesrs before thie work, and my study of the jiterature, was finished,
and mesutime Vr. Uple of Baltimore brought ouv a study of & case that
had ocourred et Johns Hookins. Foriurutely, the fact thatoDrs.Stewart
and Adsml had uwade a brief report of our case at the Montreal meeting
of the B.l.A. established its priority, but Oples case has frequently
been quoted by American Writers(though never by English oneg) &s being
the first in the inglisk lunguege. ly article was ready for publication
by December 1899, and it was presented for me by Sir Humphry Rolleston
before the Pathological Soclety of London in Jenuary 1900, and pudblished

in ite Transections, and 8lso in the british Journal of Pathology &and

Bagteriology inm February 1900. I may add that it wae ‘tho firet communica-

tion ever made by a woman before that Soclety.

) While this work was in progress, Dr.Ademi set me 1o work slso on
a bacteriological problem, namely the possible transmutation in form of
the colon bacillus under the setion of certain serous effusions,(ascitie
fiuid). Two papers were published by us on this work but ne observation

of any importa.ce was made by me, partly I think because my own training
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in hggteriﬁlogioal technicue wae quite inadeguate for any advanced

prablem of this kind./ggt 1 spent many harassing and hestic weeks trying

40 chsage & perfectly good colon bacillus with typical cultural features

inva @ ﬁiplococcdig form by ineoculating successive serfes of guinea-pigs
- agd patting:{{ through repeated changes of aseitic fluid media. This was
ﬁhe oqu;;eally depressing bit of medical research 1 ever 616.44¢>

/&
¥ the McGill Medical luseum, snd g year later to 118 Guretorship, Dr.Adami

' holding the title of
llxmgxxhu[Director &8 heed of tre Pathelogieal Depariment. In Janvary

In the Summer of 1898 I had been appointed resistant Curator of

1899 the Feoully gent me down bto Washingiou and the other greal centres
in thet viciniiy to see Luscums, before embarking on Ly task of classify-
ing and catsloguing the higtorical HeGill collection eud compleling its
teachin; series. I went down with Dr. Wyatt Joinstoa's decimsal classifi-
cation in my hand (which I afterwards applied Lers) for discussion with
other Museum workeps, and I carried a suggestion from him thet I and the
Curator of the Army Nedicel Vroeum &t Washington should together try 1o
organiza a "Soclety of Curators™ &8 Done such existed. Ko actien followed
this suggestion at the time, but it led latér to the development of the
International Associetion of Medical luseums. On the way +0 Wsashington

I etayed over at Baltimore and there for ihe first time I met Dr. Osier,
and had the privilege of making rounds with him end & group of his students
and physicisns. Not only this, but he invited me to dinner 8t his house,
and afterwards 1 was present at one of his famous student evenings, at
which nine young men and two young women, his case-reporters at the
Hoepital, sat around the large dining~table, and I beside him at one end.
After showing ue ull some Yare first editions from early Nasters of

ledicine, and then discussing with {hem the probleme and pointe of interes
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gn their case¢e for the week, he tunrned suddenly upon me, as 1 sat there

| with my heart beating at the wonderful new world thaet had opened so

i unexpeotedly before me, with the words:"1 wonder, now, if you realize
whet & eplendid opyportunity you bhave in that keGill Museum. When you go
home louk up the srticle by Sir Jonathan Hutchinson on his "@linical
Museum”, in the Eritish lBdical Journal for . Pictures of life and
death together,~ wonderful, end then see what you can d0." And so he
quietly dropped the seed that dominated all my future work for very many
years. My recollections of this to me, most wonderful first experience of
one who Las béuome kiown to us as the grectest Clinicel Teacher of his
time are detuiled in & little rcp{int which 1 cen give to those of you
who are interested.

éjf%%turning to Moutreal from this rather strerous and wholly

8timulating trip, to the conflieting cslls of & practice that had fallen
somewlat lnto arrears through my absence, ihe multidinous claims of a
Museum colleetion iha+t, in Dr. Ruttan's words al the Lime "necded a lover",
and to pereonsl problemwd of varioue kinde, I had a sort of nervous break-
down from worry and overtiredness, end wes off work for some eix months,
and after thet I gave myself up almost entirely to work in and upon the
Linseum oollection,sthough for meny years 1 still did =ome desultory practice
partly because I needed the money, &nd pertly becsuse of my desire to cling
s8till to the c¢linical =ide which hy time In Wien red sc endeasred 1o me.
This Huseéﬁﬁgggk was very demanding &snd seemed at first & dreary and
unpromising drudgery; but, a8 Dr.Osler lad prophesied, it blossomed into
wonderful things. Of these the most important as its immediate outcome were

. (1) the application of the Wyatt-Jogmeton System of kuseum Classification,
(2) the Museum Teaching, and (3) the development of what I call the Osler

catalogue,

_
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(1) The Museum Classification.:>Bafore my appointiment to the Curator=-
ship scvey.l attempts had been mede, bu the combinstion of leﬁters and
figures, Lo congtruet an ezpansive group number under which the specimens
would fall intc eeries contalning conditions of the same kind, which is
an epseutial feature of any well-ordered Museum. This object is attalned
in come places(ba in the Royal College of Surgeons Museum), by putting a
shelf oumber on the Jur and sbelving the like conditions togeiher, but
in a collectiion not slready numbered, the use of expansive group numbers
provided these caun be used ia logical esequence, is theoreiically best.Q
The problem was tc vrovide & numerical serles that would mpel  the needs
of simplicity and legical subelassicstion, and Dr. ﬁyatﬁ%gégééik upon the
plan, eome months before my evypointrent,of adepting and simplifyliag the
decimel cyetem of Library classifisation to the needs ovi the Ledical
Huseum, using in the case of a Museuwm of Speeial Patholcgy, 88 Ourse was
then, an cnatomical mnumber before and the pathologicadl number after the
decirel end subdividing in multiples or ﬁeciméls ¢cf these figures for
the group figure roquired? The anstomical pert of ihie classificationw
was already complete, having been adaptéa.for uge in medical libraries
and publisked by Dr. Haviland #ield of Zurich, butl the patholiogical
classification had still to be worked out 10 meel the needs of the
collection and a gertain mﬁéicum of scicentific accurscy, aud thls it
beceme my task to com etejiDr. Ldami pointed cvvt 1o me that the best way
to make an e¢fficient classifioa€¥§§$iéd%:&;pply it, thus finding out its
deficlencies or advantages, and as soon as I had done this he made me
publish it as it stoodfwhich I dié in 1902, aud egain with slight
improvemeats in the Pathologicel part in 1916 , 1916 , and 1926 . You

will find the classification in active use both in the Ledical Museum
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on the S¢cond Floor of this building, and in the kuceum of the
Pathological Institute, and it is used aleo in a number of other
Museume on ihis eondinent, &8 1t hae been found to be simple and
easily azplied azd very useful for teaching purpoces.

(2) The kuseum Teaching was a quite spontaneoue development.

As I came to kaow the specimens intimately, the studenls began

dropping in snd asking quéstions about them, and Dr.Adami, who as
Pyofessor of Pathology held the title also of Lirector of the Museum,
put up & motice for the fimal year, stating that those students who
wished to have the specimens demonstrated to them might erreange with

me for this at hours muicelly suitsbls. Very"sogn the entire final year
had enrolled itself in groups which came weekly}?otation, so that 1 met
every estudent once weekly in serial demonstrations which comered all the
material that wes worth studying by ihe end of the Session. In 1902 1
went asgaim to Europe, eund spent & morth in Berlic living ln pension with
Dr. B.w.5ippy(of gustric unlcer fame) aund his wife, old friends of Vienna
days, and Dr. Sippy &nd I took patlhology courses with Veeterreich and
others. I came home im Aumgusi 1902 with fresh naterial for demonstra-
tionssend with ihe first edition of Xsufmsn's Special Fathology, which
was exactly what we needed 1o snewer the guestions that arese in the
course of the discussions from the informsl nature of the "grind'.
Partly I think as a result oi this, the demonstratiouns became in the nex’
few years so popular that some of the best students would return every
morning at 8 @.m. to go over -again the ssme meteriale In 1902 and 1903
they had given me a puree in acknowledgement of the voluatier nature of

these demonstratiens, end in 1904 ithis was accompanied by a letter

signed by the President and Secretary of the Class of warm appreciation



[ which they said 1bey felt it & duty to put on record hefore they
graduated. This letter 80 impressed the Faculty that on account of
this snd other reasong they placed the Luseum Pemonstrations on the
curriculum as & compulsory part of the course; snd they remained so
until 1922.

(3) The "0sler cetalogue™ of the Museum was merely an ordered
catalogue of the material srranged in series under 1its Deveriptive
Claseificaticn and each sectlon of it was preceded Ly aa introduction
which pleyed upon Lhe material snd so mude 1t in a limited way, &
text-book of Pathology. The special feature of i1t was that each section
ghould be done in collaboration with 2 cliniclian interested im the
subjeet (I being my own clinical collaborator for the Circulatory
System), and that the whole should have the benefit of the reviciom
not only of the Chair of Pathology but of that of Clinical kediciue
(ox Surgery, according to ithe subject), &nd also where possible of
Dr.Osler himself, who promised his final revision before the Volumes
went to press. For the museum contained, in additiom to a Jarge number
of specimens placed there by the esrlier members of the Paculty, & very
rich collection made by Osler himBelf, 6urihg the years 1876-1884 whan
he was pathologist to the Montreal General Hoepital, and which had been
reported by him at that time in the contemporary Jouranals.

In the year 1904 he came to the Luseum for the first time in my
Curatorship. I shsll never forget him as I saw him walking down the old
Museum towards me with his great dark burning eyes fixed full upon me.
Eis delight that his own beloved specimens were being conserved and
catalogued and their histories and references from the literature

attached was very great snd he ineisted on being allowed to raise a sum

g_‘ |




fgr its publicetion. Thie the Paculiy ahthorized him io doc and Le
raised an amount sufficient to cover the estimated cost. We used a
part of it to publish the volume on the Haemopoetic Orgaens in 1915,
vat half of it is s81ill in the bank aweiting publication of that on
the Circulatory System which contszins most of his speoimens and is
planned to be the magnum opus of the whole. At this time tco, he asked
me to write up my kuseum Teaching in an article which he sent for
publication to the Journal of the American Medical Associstion where
it appesred 1906. In this year also the Paculty appointed me
Goveruor's Fellow of Pathology, sn appointment which I keld for some
five years.//

Two other activiities asrose cut of my work on ithe Nuseum Collection
or rather upon one particular especimen in it. This was a remarksble
cardiac snom.ly, an adult wiih no ventricular septum,'but a small
supplementary cavity at its right upper angle, giving off the pulmonary
artery. Whem I came across 1t in the year 1900, it wes in a perfect
state of preservatdon, but carried a label reading "Ulcerative Endocar-
ditis." Un the sdvice of Dr.liyatt Johnston, I wrote Dr. Osler enquiring
if he could inform me what Lt was. Le replied that he had often
demonstrated it to the students, that it was a special type of cor
triloculare bistriatum, and that it had been reported by Dr.Andrew
Holmes, iirst Dean of the Faculty, before the Edinburgh Medico~Chirur-
glcal Society many years ago. After & little sesrch I foumd the article
in the Transactiions of the Edinburgh Medico=Chirurgicel Spciety for
1823, with a copper plate engraving of the heart. I republished this
article with a description of the heart, and & little blographical



eketah uf Dr.Holmes in the Monireal Medical Journal for 1901ﬁ/’Next
yeax the Faculty invited me 10 write up the iew Medical Building of
that year which was thrown opes for the meeiing of the Casnadian Medical
spsociation in 1902. I decided to embody this in an Historical Sketch
of the kedical Faculty of keGill University end of its Bullding and
for thie purpose spent some time in the Archives at Ottawa, staying &t
the time st the home of the lute Dr.louglss Srymner, lominion Archivist
an 0ld friendkeand I also had the bemefit of the advice and assistance
of the late ﬁr.William kcLennan, Dr.Shepherd, and other suthorities on
the history of the School. The book was heevily illustrated too, at the
request of the Faculty and the photogrephs taeken for me by Notman at
that time, of the founders of the School, from the oil painting in the
old Faculty room)preserved them to posterity, for these original portraiti
were all burnt in the fire of 1907, and the ones now in ihe Assembly Hall
were painted from my phoiogrsphs. koreover by Mr.kclennsn's advice, I
published everything 1 had found in the Archives or elsewhere as an
Appendix to the volume which was Drought out as a speclal numbér of the
lpntreal Medical Journal for August 1902, and was distributed by the
Faculty free to all the members of the Canedian Medical Association
meeting. In 1921, on the occasion of the Centenary of MeGill, I repub=-
1ished the main features of this book with some additionsl masterial
ander the title "MeGill's Heroic Past”, but it is less useful thaen the
original book because it lacks this extremely valuable appendix.

4§?The other very important cutcome of my early article on the Lolmes
heart was that in 1906 Lr.Osler invited me to write the Section on
Congenitel Cardiac Disease in his new System of Modern Meéicinewaz asked

him how to treat it, and he said "Statistically", so I began on the
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Praissctions of the Pathologleal Soclety of London snd summarized all
thy cardiae anomalies there and fwom this passed to other srticles until
L had recorde of 412 eases with autopsies. I analy:zed ell the individual
cases in large ocharts spaced for tre special festures and symptoms

whieh I had printed &l the Gasette .ffice, and finally I had & large
mass of facts and figures from which to draw conclusions, with illus-
tratious of many of the type conditions drewn from our Luseum specimens.
The work was not completed until December 1907, but that it was agreat
success 1& shown from the following beautiful letter whiech Sir ¥william
OUsler wrote me when he had resd the proof.

Jan. 23rd, 1908,
13 Nerham Gardens, Osford.

Dear Dr.Abbott;

I knew you would write a good srticle but I
did not expect ome of such extraordinary merit. It is by far
and away the very best thing ever written én the subject in
Luglishe- pessibly in any language. I cannot begin to tell
you how much 1 appreciste the care and troubdble you have taken,
but I kuow you will £iné it to hsve been worth while. For
years it will be the standsrd work on the subject, and it is
articles of this Sort- and there are not many of thcm -« that
make & system of medicime. Then 100 the oredit which such s
contribution brimgs to ihe school is very great. lany many
thenks.

vincerely yours.
Wm. Osler.

P.S. 1 have but ome regret, that Rokitensky and Pescock are

not alive to see it. Your tribute to R. is splendid, Ly
feclings were the same when I read ihe monograph.

o

There was a mew editiox of ihe System in 1915, in which
1 raised the number of cases studied in my monogrsph to 631 andathird
in 1327, in which my monograph was enl arged to seewds twice its size
in the firsti edition s«nd the number of cases analyzed was raised by me

to 850, with new chepiers on meny subjects and many new illustrations.
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i ccognition which this vwork received has actually mede me, in

lor's words, the first authority on ihis subject at least on

¢ sontinent.
| In the epring of 13907, huad come the great fires which burat
“3ld hedidal Building. of McGili/(with its gdditions and alterautions
im 1901), and & week later the Engineering Building. The flames
i suifed the central part of the Ledieal Building which enclosed our
kone and obstetrical collections, bat though they played havoec in the
front part of the Museum where the Clinical Teacking series were,
fugluding practlcally the whole Osler collection and the wonderful Eolmes
hoesrt, this was fortunately not buynt ocut for the fire was arrested here,
aid my catalogues were aleo suved with the help of am intrepid student.
Nearly everyihing however was on the floor, in the midsi of burst jars
and ashes, and students and Luseum Secretary aﬁd I worked for some 48
hours on end carrying them scrosec from the floor, or basement where they
had dropped tirough rolee imn the floow, om wire screeus 40 & room behind
the burears office, where we washed, identifled end salvaged them.
Dr. Kariin was in Lerlin and he got ue some 200 picked specimens from
Prof. Orth wnd from the london huseums, 1o take the place of the loss we
had sustalned, end a few weeks later when I wse in Washington, I put in
an appeaéz and the Army Lediocal Museum geve us no lessthan 1200 specimens
to replave the eplendid bone colleotion which had been entirely destroyed.
—i;;;2zz this time too, following the suggestion of the late Prof.
Wyatt Johnson, and the late Major James Csrroll, then Curator of the
Army liedicel linseum, and with the approval and support of Professor Adami
and Sir William Osler, I organized the Internstiomsl Assoclallon of

Medicel liuseums &and brought out iis first Bulletin which was published




2589 -

esteem, and to our hearty congratulaiions,we would add
the earnesi wish that you may long continue to reap

the reward of self sacrifice in the success of your work
and iun ihe love uud appreciaticn cf yeur fellow country=-
men.

June Sth
1910
Septiember 2nd

In Larch 1911 1 weat to Europe s2gsin, with the idee of orgamiz-

ing Local Sectiocns of the luseums Associatidu, and hoping alsc that

I might see Dr. Osler. Owing to the unezpeoted development of a |
phlebitis following tonsillitis Jjust after landiag, I was laid up

f2 Londoan and he and lady Osler took me with them to 0Oxford where

I c¢pent three happy weels with them reading delightiul books fresh
from the 0xford Prese snd seelng the currounding country, especially
hkwelme the historic almshouse of which the Tegius Profess of
Oxford wes lMaster. Then 1 did go t¢ Paris asnd Lolland and on my returng
to Loudoi aliendédg & meeting of vritish Patholougiels at thé hoyal
Uollege of Surgeons called by Sir William, at which a Lritish Lecal
weetion of tLhe Internationai Association of Ledicel Livseuns was
organized, and i1t was arrenged that we should be invited to itake charge
of the ceotion of LHuseum Technique of the International Congresy of
kedicine meeting in london in sugust 1913. I reuched home on June 1lth,
1911, in time for the opening df ourppresent New Medical Building,which
took plece that da?}//

In August 1913, I wenl acrose agsein ihic time &t the expense
of the Faculty in charge, as Secretary of the International Association
cf Medical kuseums, of the Section of museug Technique of the Coagress,
by invitatdon of ite Executive'agfzfg%¥fhz%S.Warthin, then President

of the American and Canadlian Section, and his family. We had circulari-
zed




pul lateruaiional membership well, and exhitits were sent in from all
over the Contiuent which mude ihis oge of ihe fineel parts of the
Congress Museum:,ﬂl;ery favoraeble article appcared in the Times
degexribing i1, and I cut this sul and seat it to Lord Strathcons who
wes living in london as Lord High Commissioner for Canada, and asked
him if he would support this Iuiernstionel undertaking whiech had
emenated from LeGill, and largely from the effortes of one of his own
"Lonalda" graduates, by donating & emall sum which would place the
Interunational Associstion of lLedieal luseums on & securer basis and
would act also as & nucleus for an Indowmest Fund. Dr.Shepherd, who
was them Dean of the Faculty, supvorted this eppeal later by a
personal visit, teking with me with bim, to Lord Strathecona, who
received us very grsciously snd enquired what amount of money was
needet and when 1 suggeeteaéﬁlooo, he did, seem tolthink ihie request
unreasonable. This visit was followed by letters supporting it from
Sir Thomse Barlow and leter from Sir Willlem Osler, and shortly there-
after Lord Strathcona Seunt me his personzl chegue for $5C0C.00 to be
applied tc the wuses oi the Association snd it is held in trust now by
heGill for this purpose end the interest paid over 1o it biannuellye.
At this meeting of the lkuseums Assoclation in london it Constitution
wag pefieoted froem the Internstionel side, end I was meade its permanent
Internetional Secretary. After it I visited Prof. Ludwig Aschoff who
had been slecged International President,in Freiburg,Germany, and went
down with introductiouns from him to Milen,Pavis,Bologna,Venice and Rome,
returning home in September 191%;//%’

In August 1914 ceme the greet War, snd the McGill Lospital drilledy

in the corridors of the liew Ledical Building, and nearly everyone we




¢ategd for went across. My part was of course to carry on ai home,

aud I was giver the Acting Editorship of the Cunadian kedicsal
Association dJournal from 1914-18, and did my best to keep it from

golng vader during that troniled end short-handed time./)ln 1915

1] did some work in the Lnatomical department of the Harvard Medical
Sehool with Frederic T.Lewis iIn auatomic reconstruction (prelimin&ryﬁ
revision of the secound ediiion of my monograph in Osler's Sysiem),and
publizhed an article with %“im on the prolLlen of tramsposition of the
arterial trunks, and in 1916 I siudied the techniyue of bssal metabolism
and bassl csarrying tenslons in the Respiration Leboratory of the Peter
dent Srigham Laboratory with irs.Boothdy asnd Irene Ssndiford and the
follewing year did determinations of basal metabolism by the Tissot
method of iudlrect calormetry &l the Royal Victoria Hospital for the
first time in Montreal end published an article descriptive of this
techunique und of the findlngs in & case of polycythsemia. In 1915 also,
&t the invitation of Dr.Barvey Cuching I delivered an illusirated
lecture on Florence Nightingale before the Harvard Eistoricel Club,
which waa afterwards published by his arrsngement, in ithree succecsive
nambers of 1he Boston Medicul #nd Surgicel csournal, uncer the title of
"Ploreace highlingele 8& seen lin his Fortraits®. 1000 copies cf tkis
article were reprinted in book form and =¢ld by me by subscriptiocn for
the benefit of the Cenasdian Ped Cross Society.umhis leé to my being
invited by liiss Hereey to give the Valedictery Address to the Nurses
gruduating from the Royal Vietoria Hespitasl iraining School in Lay 1916.
1 ended this address with a ples for the introduction of ihe Study of
the History of Nursing in the curriculum of every Training School. As a

result lilss Hersey/invited me to give an Introductory course of lectures




on this subjeot at ths R.V.H. Training School during the winter of
1916~17, ihe hospital to pay for any lantern slides 1 might #ish to
Lave made. In this connection 1 worked up & series of some 200 lantern
elides fliustlrative of tuls suovjest and later published these lectures

with & Gescriplive list of the slides in the Canadian Nurse. Since thean

these clides have been purchased from us (Willliam Muir and myself) by
Teachers College,Columbia, and most of the Trainlng ~chools in Canada
and eome in the U.S.4. Iu hovenwber 1927, the history of Nureing Society
of Teschers Ccllege made me an Honorary lLember in acknowledgement of
this coatribution, and 1t led sliso to my appoiniment in 1922 to the
post of Lecturer on this subject in the 1eGill School of Graduate
hurses, & post I still hold and au acilivity which I greatly enjoye.
In 1918, 1 wus gilven charge of {the Csusdlian &edioal Lssoclaetion

Exhilit a4t Lumiltor,Ont. &t which vhe first exhibit of the Cesnsdian
Army ledical lMuceum, prepared and mounted al MecGill under my direction
wag shown. After the meeting, being in the viecinity of Amn Arbor,kich.,
1 weat on there tc be initiated inic the Alphe Lpsilon letsa freternity
of medical women, whlch had eleclted me 4 neilional lonorary lLember throug]
its Alpha (Ann Arbor) Chapier,some two yecars previously. ln the Summer
of this year, slsoc, 1le Universiily of Texas ofiered me the Appointiment
ol Acting Professor of Pathology for the duration o{ tThe war, with the
permanent one oX Assoclate Lrofecsor oi ithis sudbjecl after iis cessation
I was however retalned &t kLicGill.

-2;ﬁé In the Autwan of 1916, the Depsrtiment of Kilitia and Lefence
sppoigted me Acting Curetor of the Cenadisan Army Medicel Huseum and

placed the C.A.M. Collection of pathological &pecimens under my care at

MeGill, the work of cataloging mouating to be carried out under the
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supervisicn of ryself and Lry.dtdah with & Lisrcon officer (Major
F.B.Gurd)snd a technician (Giroux) to dc ibe actral ceteloging and
mounting under military pey. Later it was decided by the Government
to adopt the Letill Jateldogue «f which Volume IV hes beea published,
28 the model for the War Kvscum Cetalogue of which Major Gencral
J.L.Fotheringhan wes appointed Tiitor-in-Chief und myself the
hanaging kdétor, wiih a large Board of Collsborstors on the different
sections appointed both from Torosto uud lontresl. All ihe preliminary
work of 1his catelogue has beein dcme, but the editorial work still
require& conpurnmetion before il can be publiched, snd these appoiniments
I still hold for this purpose, under ithe Cuusadian Government. 4‘7

On Deecember 19th,1919 cur loved teacher snd friend Sir William
Ogler died at ths age of 70 yeare, though 8111l in his prims. The
follewing April, 1920, st the Cornell meeting of lhe Muscume Asscgclation
it was resolved to briung cut our next bulletin &8 a memorial number,
with myeself &s Manasging Eddtor. This took six yesrs to acccenmplish, the
firet Imprecsion belng issued in June 1926. The bound Volume comprises
650 pages, 120 articles by friends,sludGenils and mssociatee, 102 fine
illustrations, a Clascified Amwncteted Libliogrephy of #l1l his publica=
tions snd & bibliography of writings sbout Geler. The first Impressiom
which cost over $12,000, was finsnced pertly by subecriptiocas tc the
pPublication funé, of which the National Resesrch Conneil of Washington
gave $500.00 and Sir Edmund Osler $1000, snd by advance subscriptiong,
obtained from the distribution of sirculars, of which I scent oul over
12,000 from Philsdelphia and leGill. 1%t was exhaustied within six months

of its appearence, and wes very well reviewsd. A secound impression was

published in 1927, ppon the distribution of whick we are s8till working.
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In 1919 the Woman'sm lMedical College of Pemneylvania offered me
their Chair of Peatholoegy, and, as 1 wes nol in & position to consider
their offer at the time, they appointed an Acting Head of this
Depsrtment. In July 1923, their Board ¢f Corporstors agein spproached
ae, informing me thet iheir Faculty was undergoing reconstruction and
offering me double the samlary they had previously named, znd the
sppointment of my own Staff, if I wuuld segept ﬁhe Chair of Pathology
and Bacteriology, either on & tecporsry or a rermanent bagis. I
accepted this offer temporarily, on loan from MeGill, for a period of
cne yesy, which was aftervaerds extended 1o two, from September 1923 to
September 19280. I took with me to form the Staff of ny new Department
Ir.lola Mcletelile (Toronto Univereity) as Asscciete Professor of
Bacteriology; Ixr.Winnifred Plampin (LcGill '22) as Teaching Fellow in
Pathology; sad MNies Iseult Pinley (Infants' Ho:pital,Jondon), as
Techniclsn in Bacteriolngy and Pathology. With their sesistance we
succeesfully reorganized tke Department (which was graded A. by the
State Board of Inspection), and when I returae& to MeGill at the end
of the two years, my entire staff wae retained, and Dr.Helen Ingleby,
MeRoC.P.(University of London) wes sppointed on my recormendation, to
succeed sie in the Chalx of Pathology, arnd las carried on sueccessfully
ap to this time. During my stay in Philadelphia, I was admitted by
Bedside Examination to the Licentiate ¢f the State of Pemnsylvenia,
and elected to membership in the Phliladelphis Medical Society, Phila.
Physioclogical Society, Phila.Pathological Scclety and New England
Leart Associstien; and to Fellowship in the American Association of
Clinical Patholeogistis,and American Association for the Advancement of

Science. I published during itliat time a monograph on the Treatment of
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congenital Cardiac Disesse 1n the Billings-Forsehheimer System of
Therapeutics, and articles om "Clinical Classification of Cardiac
Lgfects" and "Bacterisl Inflsmmatory Processee in Cardiac Defects"
a8 well as Dmlletins X snd X1 of the International Assoclation of
dedloal Museums. I have held membership in the tmerican Assoccistion
of Pathologists and the Americen Associstion of Apnatomiets for meny
vears.

Since my relurn to MeGill, I have rublished the revised and
enlarged 3rd edit;on of my ronogroph on Congenital Cardiasc Disease
in Osler's hoderu Ledicine, a mono graph on the Diagnceis of Congenital
Cardiac Diseace in Blumer's Bedside Diegnosis, and the Firet and
“econd Impressions of thre Siy William Osler Femorial Volume

1 cannot cloce this little account of my acadiemic activities
o date, without a word of tribute to those geuserons-minded men on
the Faculty of Ledicdne who gave me fo freely of oprortunity and
recoguition during my early yvears, at o {ime when women were not Jet
admitted as undergradnéte studente to }c;ill,(for this only happened
in 1918, the first class graduatlng &e all koow, with high honors in

1922). Among these, 1 muet mention especially, Dr.Wyait Joknston,

perhaps the grestest genius 1cGill has ever numbered on his roll;

Prof. J.G.idami, whose recent death on September 11th,19286, came with
8 shock 10f sorrow to those of us who were privileged to know and
work under him, and who was alwsys Lo me & most generous and inspiring
Chief; Dr.F.J.8hepherd, under whose Deanskip in the years my

greatest advancement took plece, snd who was from ny student days,on,

the kind and liberal supporier of what he saw to be honest work; and
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Ur. CeFo.liertin, who has always teen my best friend in the Uciversitye.
wr may I omit from this 1list Dr.ii.F.Hemilton, who fizst guve ne & hand
in Vieana; John lieCrae, who revealed himself on more than one oc¢caeion
#y true friend; aend last but not leamsi, Sir Williem Osler, who keen
interest in my work and broasd human sympaihy, pierced the veil of my
youthful shyness with s perscnsl siimulus Hhat srvused my ioctelleclt to

its most passionate indeavour.

Mesude Lk.Abbott
liareh 3lst, 1928.
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