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Retreat #2 of Clinical and Community Leaders 

 

DATE: MONDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2017 

TIME: 12:00 – 17:30 

PLACE: CENTRE MONT ROYAL, 2200 RUE MANSFIELD 
   SALON MONT-ROYAL II, 4TH FLOOR 

 

In light of the success of the inaugural retreat on June 19, 2017, the Faculty is reiterating its 

commitment to pursue inclusive dialogue and collaborations within its academic network. 

The first three presentations at the upcoming retreat – focused on cardiovascular diseases, 

cancer, and infection and immunity – will illustrate our ability to develop and grow successful 

and transformative collaborations between McGill partners, as well as showcase the potential 

benefits of these types of collaborations. 

To prepare for this retreat, the presenters were asked to consider the following questions: 

1. How do you propose to better coordinate academic activities across sites to maximize 

educational and/or research translational outcomes? 

2. What areas should be prioritized to: give renewed identity to a coordinated effort; 

increase output; enhance funding; and raise the profile of education and research in this 

area at McGill and in the Faculty of Medicine? 

3. What funding or resource opportunities would you consider for this collaborative effort? 

4. How can the Faculty help? 

5. How will you monitor progress and success?   

The fourth presentation will address the importance of whole person care to our academic 

mission. 

  

http://www.mcgill.ca/medicine/health-care/academic-health-network-montreal-island/june-2017-retreat
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RETREAT#2 AGENDA 

MCGILL’S ACADEMIC HEALTH NETWORK – EXCELLENCE 
THROUGH COLLABORATIONS 

12:00 – 12:55                            BUFFET LUNCH 

13:00 – 13:05 Dr. David Eidelman:  Introduction 

SESSION 1:   Promoting a Network of Collaborations 

13:10 – 13:30 
#1.  Dr. Nadia Giannetti & Dr. Lawrence Rudski:  “Cardiovascular 

Diseases” 

13:35 – 13:55 #2.  Dr. Morag Park:  “Cancer Research” 

14:00 – 14:20 
#3.  Dr. Don Sheppard:  “The McGill Interdisciplinary Initiative in 

Infection and Immunity (McGill I4)” 

14:25 – 15:10 PANEL DISCUSSION & PLENARY (moderated by Dr. Sam Benaroya) 

15:15 – 15:30                            COFFEE BREAK 

SESSION 2:    Fostering a Culture of Whole Person Care 

15:35 – 15:40 
Dr. David Eidelman:  Introduction 

15:45 – 16:05 #4. Dr. Thomas Hutchinson: “Relationship Centered Whole Person Care” 

16:05 – 16:50                                   PLENARY DISCUSSION 

16:55 – 17:30 Dr. David Eidelman CLOSING:  Conclusion, Next Steps 
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BIOGRAPHIES 

 
SAMUEL BENAROYA is Associate Vice-Principal and Vice-Dean of Health Affairs in the Faculty of 
Medicine at McGill University. He previously held the position of Associate Dean of Inter-hospital Affairs, 
from 1998 to October 2015, and served as Interim Vice-Principal of Health Affairs and Interim Dean of the 
Faculty of Medicine, from July to December 2011.   
 
In his faculty positions, Dr. Benaroya is responsible for managing and enhancing the relationships of the 
Faculty of Medicine with its affiliated teaching hospitals, as well as with the government agencies involved 
in health care. He is well-known for his collaborative approach to leadership. Dr. Benaroya has held various 
senior positions including serving as Associate Director of the Division of General Internal Medicine, 
Director of Medical Clinics and Associate Physician-in-Chief at the Royal Victoria Hospital and Director of 
the McGill Residency Training Program for Internal Medicine. In addition, he is the Coordinator of the 
Réseau Universitaire Intégré de Santé (RUIS) McGill since its inception in 2004. In this role, he is 
responsible for developing and strengthening relationships with health care partners across the RUIS 
McGill network. 
 

DAVID EIDELMAN, a McGill graduate and native Montrealer, is Vice-Principal (Health Affairs) and 
Dean of the Faculty of Medicine at McGill University. 
 
Prior to his appointment as Dean in 2012, David served as Chair of the McGill Department of Medicine 
and Physician-in-Chief at the McGill University Health Centre (MUHC) for seven years.  As Chair, he was 
responsible for overseeing the largest clinical department of the McGill Faculty of Medicine and its 
academic network, which includes the MUHC, the Jewish General Hospital, St. Mary’s Hospital Center and 
the Douglas Mental Health University Institute, among other partners. 
 
In 2015, he was elected as a Fellow of the Canadian Academy of Health Sciences (CAHS).  David is an 
accomplished clinician-scientist, whose research in inflammatory disorders of the airways is based at the 
Meakins-Christie Laboratories in Montreal. 
 

NADIA GIANNETTI received her MD from McGill University.  She became an attending cardiologist at 
the McGill University Health Centre after completing a Fellowship at Stanford University, California in 
Heart Failure and Cardiac Transplantation. 

She is the founder and Medical Director of the Heart Failure and Heart Transplant Centre at the McGill 
University Health Centre in Montreal, Quebec.  She is a clinical researcher with interests in outcomes in 
high risk heart failure patients and complications post-heart transplant and is an active investigator on 
numerous large clinical trials.  For the past 15 years, she has been a primary member of the Canadian 
Heart Failure and Heart Transplant Guidelines. Over the years, she has served on many advisory boards. 
She is a full time cardiologist at the McGill University Health Centre with responsibility for the care of over 
1000 patients with Heart Failure.  Since 2010, she has been the Chief of Cardiology at the McGill University 
Health Centre overseeing all activities in the Division of Cardiology. 
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THOMAS HUTCHINSON graduated in Medicine from the National University of Ireland with honours 
in 1971. He trained as an Internist and Nephrologist at McGill University from 1972-1976. From 1976 to 
1978 he was a Robert Wood Johnson Clinical Scholar at Yale University with Dr. Alvan Feinstein. Dr. 
Feinstein led a revolution in medical research that included patients’ subjective experience and reported 
symptoms as a source of research data. In 1978, Dr. Hutchinson returned to McGill where he combined 
clinical practice of Nephrology and Internal Medicine with research on the clinical determinants of survival 
in patients with kidney failure. Concern for the lived experience of patients with kidney and other chronic 
diseases, as well as for their caregivers, led Dr. Hutchinson to meet pioneering therapist Virginia Satir in 
1986, to complete a 4 year training course in Family Therapy at the McGill Institute for Community 
Psychiatry in 1995 and to publish a book on the stories of kidney patients in 1998. 
 
In 2002, in order to enlarge his focus on the quality of patients’ lived experience, Dr. Hutchinson changed 
his clinical practice to Palliative Medicine and joined Dr. Balfour Mount in developing McGill Programs in 
Whole Person Care. The Programs are aimed at enlarging the Western Health Care mandate from cure 
and prolongation of life to an equal concern with patients’ quality of life and seek to study, understand 
and promote the role of health care in relieving suffering and promoting healing in acute and chronic 
illness as a complement to the disease focus of biomedicine. Since 2005, the Programs have taught healing 
in medicine to all medical students throughout all 4 years of the new Physicianship Curriculum at McGill. 
Dr. Hutchinson edited the first academic book on Whole Person Care that was published by Springer in 
2011, “Whole Person Care: A New Paradigm for the 21st Century”. In 2012, he was named to the Faculty 
Honour List for Teaching Excellence at McGill in recognition of “outstanding contributions to education in 
the Faculty of Medicine”. Dr. Hutchinson chaired the First International Congress on Whole Person Care, 
sponsored by McGill's Faculty of Medicine, October 2013. In 2017, he chaired the 2nd International 
Congress on Whole Person Care and published a new single author book outlining the vision and 
implications of whole person care “Whole Person Care: Transforming Healthcare” published by Springer. 
Dr Hutchinson is a Professor in the Department of Medicine and Director of Whole Person Care at McGill. 
 

ARIANE MARELLI is Professor of Medicine, Director of Cardiovascular Research and the Associate 
Director of Academic Affairs for Cardiology at the McGill University Health Centre. She is trained in Adult 
and Pediatric Cardiology with advanced training in Adult Congenital Heart Disease at the University of 
California in Los Angeles. She completed a Master in Public Health at Harvard University with a focus on 
methodology for large databases and health information technology. She founded and directs the McGill 
Adult Unit for Congenital Heart Disease. 

Dr. Marelli has written a book and over 120 papers and book chapters. She lectures internationally on 
topics related health services quality, policy and big data. Her research has been supported by the CIHR, 
the HSF, the FRQ-S and the NIH.  She has received reports of invention from the McGill Office of 
Technology for disease specific software solutions. She serves on leadership councils at the American 
Heart Association and the American College of Cardiology where she has received awards of excellence. 
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MORAG PARK Ph.D., FRSC, FCAHS is the Director of the Goodman Cancer Research Centre and a 
Professor in the Departments of Oncology, Biochemistry and Pathology at McGill University. She is a James 
McGill Professor and holds the Diane and Sal Guerrera Chair in Cancer Genetics at McGill University. Dr. 
Park received a B.Sc. with first class honors from the University of Glasgow, a Ph.D. in Viral carcinogenesis 
at the Medical Research Council in Scotland and completed postdoctoral training at the National Institutes 
for Cancer Research in Washington DC, US.  She joined McGill University in 1988.  She was the Director of 
the Molecular Oncology Group at the McGill University Hospital Centre (2006-8) then Scientific Director 
of the Institute of Cancer Research for the CIHR (2008-13). Dr. Park is a research leader in the field of 
receptor tyrosine kinases (RTK) and mechanisms of oncogenic activation of RTKs in human cancers. She 
has developed leadership in breast cancer and tumor microenvironment. She was the elected chair of the 
Tumour Microenvironment Network of the American Association for Cancer Research (2015-2017). She is 
a recipient of a Canadian Cancer Research Alliance Award (2015) for Exceptional Leadership in Cancer 
Research, and the Canadian Cancer Society Robert L. Noble prize for outstanding achievements in basic 
biomedical cancer research in 2017. She has more than 200 publications. 

LAWRENCE RUDSKI completed his cardiology training at McGill and his echocardiography training at 
the Massachusetts General Hospital and Harvard University. He is a Professor of Medicine at McGill 
University and is the Director, Division of Cardiology and Director, Azrieli Heart Center, Jewish General 
Hospital.  He is the President of the Canadian Society of Echocardiography and has served on the Board 
of Directors of the American Society of Echocardiography.  He is also a member of the Board of Governors 
of the American College of Cardiology. Dr. Rudski specializes in non-invasive cardiology and has a 
particular interest in valvular heart disease and imaging of the right heart and imaging in pulmonary 
hypertension. 

DON SHEPPARD, MD, FRCP, FECMM, FACHS is a Professor in the Departments of Medicine, 
Microbiology & Immunology and the Director of the Division of Infectious Diseases at McGill University, 
in Montreal. He directs the medical mycology laboratory and practices clinical infectious diseases at the 
McGill University Health Centre.  His primary clinical area of interest is human fungal disease, particularly 
invasive aspergillosis in the immunocompromised host. Dr. Sheppard obtained his medical degree from 
the University of Toronto, Ontario in 1993. He completed his residency in internal medicine at McGill 
University in 1997, followed by an infectious disease fellowship at the University of California, San 
Francisco. Dr. Sheppard returned to McGill University to pursue a medical microbiology fellowship. He 
completed a postdoctoral fellowship at the Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, California in 2004 before 
establishing his research laboratory at McGill University. 
 
Dr. Sheppard’s research interests focus on elucidating the mechanisms by which the fungal pathogen 
Aspergillus fumigatus causes human disease in order to develop new therapeutics for these infections.  
His group has discovered the molecular mechanism by which Aspergillus forms biofilms, and is pursuing 
antifungal therapies that interfere with this process. His laboratory is funded by research operating grants 
from the US National Institutes of Health, the US Department of Defense, the Canadian Institutes for 
Health Research, and the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation of Canada.  He has published over 100 research 
papers and book chapters and has delivered over 150 invited lectures worldwide. Dr. Sheppard has been 
the recipient of numerous awards including a Clinician-Scientist award from the Canadian Institutes of 
Health Research, a Career Award in the Biomedical Sciences from the Burroughs Wellcome Fund, a 
Research Chair from the Fonds de Recherche Sante Quebec and most recently (2017), the Royal College’s 
Mentor of the Year Award for Region 4. In 2017, he was elected to the Canadian Academy of Health 
Sciences and the American Society of Clinical Investigation. 


