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Minutes of the meeting of the Faculty Council Steering Committee held on August 25, 2021 at 2:00 

p.m. via Zoom. 
  

PRESENT (via Zoom) 

 

Regrets:  n/a 

 

1. Review of the March 31, 2021 Steering Committee Minutes 

The minutes were approved without change.  

 

2. Review of the May 18, 2021 Faculty Council Minutes  

The minutes were approved without change.  

 

3. Revised Terms of Reference for Faculty Council (for review and ratification)  

L. Moss indicated that in rebranding our Faculty’s name, updates needed to be made to all of our 

Terms of Reference and thus, official approval is required at the September 21 Faculty Council 

meeting. She further indicated that the addition of two new graduate student positions, one in the 

School of Medicine and the other in the School of Biomedical Sciences, was made. B. Robaire 

asked whether Academic Associates should be added; the Chair suggested to pass the revised 

Terms of Reference as is in September and make a note that before the next meeting, we work 

out the exact status of Academic Associates and consider whether we should recommend a 

representative for that group as well. 

 

 

Arora, Anish (PGSS) Colby, Diana  Eidelman, David (Chair) 

Fierheller, Caitlin Gonnerman, Laura Maione, Stefanie (secretary) 

Marchionni, Caroline Marelli, Ariane Moss, Leah 

Music, Sanela (ARM) Robaire, Bernard Valerio, Alexander (MSS) 

FOR ACTION: L. Moss to look into adding the category of Academic Associates before the 

November 2 Steering Committee meeting and in time for the December 7 Faculty Council 

meeting. 
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4. Revised Terms of Reference for Faculty Council Steering Committee (for review 

and ratification) 

B. Robaire asked about this committee’s membership composition relating to CAS positions. The 

Chair suggested verifying composition on a School basis now that all the Schools have been 

established, noting we should try to have representation that is proportional to the size of each 

School. 

 

5. Review of topics for the September 21, 2021 FC meeting [education, research, 

students] 

The Chair asked committee members whether any time should be reserved to speak to where 

things are at with COVID. B. Robaire provided his full support. C. Marchionni suggested 

speaking to the ramifications of vaccine passports with respect to our Faculty. The Chair agreed. 

A. Arora added a concern among graduate students is, given so many people are moving to get 

to Montreal in time for in-person classes to resume, that it would be beneficial to speak to how 

the uncertainty will be managed by the Faculty if things were to change once again. The Chair 

agreed this is an important question which will require monitoring. A. Marelli mentioned it may 

be difficult to pivot to other topics if the meeting begins with discussions surrounding COVID. 

The Chair suggested that between now and then, we make up an FAQ that he can address which 

would include the most important points, and in a few weeks, committee members could be 

approached for any larger issues that should be added, reserving a fixed time for discussion.  

 

The Chair asked about agenda items that we have already agreed to. L. Moss noted that a vote on 

the School of Population and Global Health (SPGH) strategic plan is required in order for it to 

move forward to APC and Senate. 

 

The Chair asked learners what topics should be addressed. S. Music mentioned career 

development has been a big topic for residents, especially in the context of COVID and not being 

able to organize electives abroad. The Chair agreed this is a great topic and very timely. L. Moss 

suggested leaning into our Assistant Deans in the WELL office along with A. Ryan. The Chair 

added we should speak to R. Husa as well as it pertains to postgraduates.  

Student topics: 
 

i. NEW TOPIC: Career learning & development opportunities beyond the Faculty: See 

paragraph above. 

 

ii. Planetary health issues: No discussion was had. 

 

FOR ACTION: D. Eidelman, L. Moss and B. Robaire to meet offline to discuss before next 

Steering Committee meeting on November 2. 
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iii. Inter-professional social accountability: As of the March 31 Steering Committee meeting, C. 

Marchionni to follow-up with F. Filion. 

 

iv. McGill Ultrasound Interest Group (MUSIG): Pre-approved topic. No discussion was had.  

 

v. Graduate students and postdocs: B. Robaire provided an email update before the August 25 

Steering Committee meeting indicating that A. Ryan will be developing specific 

recommendations as a follow-up to the report and the meetings with individual departments. 

He noted an update would be suitable for Spring/Fall 2022. 

Research topics 
 

i. NEW TOPIC: Strategic Research Plan (for presentation and approval): due to a robust list 

of topics, it was decided to hold this topic for the December 7, 2021 Faculty Council meeting. 

 

ii. Presentation from the new head of Lady Davis: The Chair suggested holding this topic for 

the December Faculty Council meeting to coincide with the Strategic Research Plan 

presentation, noting that in addition to S. Robbins, we could invite R. Touyz, the new MUHC-

RI Director, and perhaps G. Turecki (Douglas) to speak so as to make the next meeting more 

research focused. A. Marelli expressed uncertainty about having directors of the JGH and RI-

MUHC speak all in one session. She suggested having S. Baum and S. Baillet present at a 

later meeting to focus on the interaction between the Research Institutes (RIs) and the RIs at 

the hospital level and the Faculty. The Chair agreed, noting the need for an offline sub-

committee to plan this and then bring it to the Steering Committee as a proposal. B. Robaire 

indicated he would be pleased to assist.  
 

C. Marchionni shared that in Nursing, there is a serious issue in getting clinical instructors, 

for which the Chair suggested a presentation could be made at a later meeting to focus on 

Nursing and any other Professional Schools. 

 

A. Arora suggested that one future topic to consider is equity, diversity and inclusion and how 

we are working on strengthening that at the level of the Faculty and education, incorporating 

the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and how the Faculty is responding to it. The Chair agreed this 

is an important topic, but noted he would need to think about how to address it. A. Marelli 

shared that one way would be with well-articulated policy on inclusion and diversity, re-

iterating at a high level that our entire community’s goal is to create a safe environment for 

people to learn and converge around the learning environment. The Chair indicated we are 

looking at our curricula from an anti-racist lens. L. Gonnerman confirmed this is also being 

done in her own School, systematically going through the textbooks to see what is there and 

what is missing. The Chair mentioned having read a book about radical empathy, noting 

perhaps inviting the author to speak at a future meeting.  
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iii. Animal Facilities in Faculty of Medicine: As of August 24, 2020, this topic was deferred to 

a future meeting, after the CMARC audit.  

 

iv. Round of Committee meetings for AI: At the Steering Committee meeting held on January 27, 

2020, A. Marelli suggested presenting a first report on what the committee recommended. It 

was decided to defer to a future meeting.  

Education topics  
 

i. NEW TOPIC: Continuing Professional Development (CPD): TELS & WELS update: D. 

Colby indicated timing is important given CPD are launching new programming, as such, 

this topic was approved for presentation.  

 

ii. Human Trafficking: F. Filion had submitted this topic at the January 27, 2020 Steering 

Committee meeting. At the August 24, 2020 Steering Committee meeting, it was decided that 

it could be presented at the winter 2021 Faculty Council meeting. As of March 31, 2021, due 

to a robust list of topics to be presented, this topic will be tabled for a future meeting. 

Business arising/updates 
1. Steering Committee membership (1 medical resident rep): No discussion was had. 

2. Faculty Council membership (1 graduate student rep from the School of Medicine and 1 

graduate student rep from the School of Biomedical Sciences): No discussion was had. 

 

There being no other business to address, the meeting ended at 2:58 p.m.  


