
 

‘’What is this feeling?’’ I ask myself as the resident was asking me what I saw on the screen. I had felt 
this way before, as I’d climb the starting block of the swimming championships, step into a taekwondo 
competition or that time my father dropped me to my first class in McGill: excitement! As my eyes explored the 
many shades of gray, my brain was frantically going through differential diagnosis. My heart skipped a beat as I 
identified what looked like an apple-core on the image; I automatically linked it to the clinical history. It was my 
third month of clinical introduction, but I knew it was it. That burst of adrenaline, these butterflies in my stomach; 
it was nothing short of love at first sight. It was that simple: I had just read my first abdominal X-Ray and found 
my calling: diagnostic radiology. 

From my first radiology rotation in McGill, I got to witness how radiology combines the complex and 
diverse knowledge of all medical and surgical fields, which appeals to my intellectual curiosity. My eagerness led 
me to elect more radiology rotations, which confirmed that this field had made a lasting impression on me that did 
not fade. I would say that my heart rate reach an all time high when I was offered the opportunity of inserting 
PICC lines during my interventional radiology elective. I felt alive during my optional rotations, insisting to first 
have a look at the scans on my own, and then discuss them with the team. Those closer to me could see my eyes 
sparkle as I would share what I had seen during the day. Throughout my optional rotations in radiology, I got to 
spend my time in the many subspecialties. It opened my eyes to the complexity of this field. The number of times 
residents and doctors who would come up and seek advice from my supervisors was impressive and proved to me 
that despite the years of experience, a radiologist is never short of challenges! Radiology is a career path that 
represents to me the perfect equilibrium between a constant intellectual stimulation and a contribution to the 
health of countless patients. 

I understand that radiology is a cornerstone through which many clinical decisions are taken. A 
radiologist is constantly working alongside other specialists, making it essential to master communication. My 
social skills and my leadership will come of aid for this role of consultant. I was able to develop these skills in 
time as a representative of Canadian students in medicine in the international congress held in Copenhagen, as 
well as in many national research conferences. I have also been involved in many committees with proved to me 
that I can manage the stress resulting from these different commitments, as does a clinician. Despite my 
volunteering in different organizations and my work in research, I was able to maintain excellent academic 
results. 

In radiology, as in (sport) or (other sctivity), teamwork is essential. A radiologist works alongside his 
fellow doctors. Having been part of many sport teams, I understand the importance of cooperation to reach a 
common goal, which in medicine is the patient’s well-being. I was lucky enough to work with your dynamic and 
motivated team in places of choice such as the MGH and the RVH. I had the chance to work with your residents 
and I quickly felt as part of the team. My capacity to adapt has always allowed me to fit amongst work groups, 
whether they were made of colleagues or of interdisciplinary teams.  

Early in my academic path, I have implicated myself in research. I started by collecting data for my first 
project. I then wanted to have a more active role that requested more leadership skills. This is how I was awarded 
funds to complete a project that was published this year. I also had the chance of presenting this project in many 
national conferences. To start from an idea and to see it bloom as to share it motivates me to pursue on with 
research. I am currently working on two projects linked to radiology, including one that I have presented on your 
research day last spring. I appreciate the fact that your program offers the opportunity of working on research. I 
would like, throughout my residency and career, to continue to contribute to the development of this booming 
speciality. It would fit my path to pursue an academic career and share my knowledge. 

I am aware of the many challenges of a five-year residency at the McGill. I did calls with residents during 
my electives which made me realize how many responsibilities it entails. I am ready to take on these challenges, 
as I took on the (challenge removed – identifying info). I am a person full of rigor, perseverance and 
responsibility. I consider myself as a dynamic and polyvalent person, with a great capacity for adaptation in fact, 
during my clerkship, the residents and staff gave me many responsibilities and thought I was reliable, organized 



 

and pleasant. These are assets that will help me, without a doubt, in completing my residency and that make me 
an ideal candidate in your radiology program! 


