
 
Since high school, I have served as plumber, electrician, appliance repairman, 

wall painter, gardener, roofer, i.e. a complete handyman for the 9 units apartment 
building my family owns in Montreal, while at the same time taking care of its 
administrative businesses. Having always been a “hands-on” type of individual, I quickly 
realized how satisfying the procedure skills taught in medical school are, in all their 
concreteness and technical perfectionism.  I then came to appreciate, through my core 
clerkship experience in general surgery, how rewarding the practice of medicine as a 
general surgeon is, as we have the expertise to dramatically affect the course of illnesses 
through surgical procedures that constantly demand for ingenuity, since each patient is 
unique in anatomy and physiology. Furthermore, compared to many other surgical 
specialties, the patients we care for often tend to be critically ill and resistant to 
conservative measures, which brings about a greater sense of responsibility and reward as 
their caregiver. However, notwithstanding the procedural aspects of surgery, I was 
equally fascinated by everything else medicine has taught me through these four years, 
and it is precisely this idea of becoming an accomplished, well-rounded physician that 
appeals most to me in general surgery. I have come to appreciate that, as surgeons, we 
ought to be not only experts in the operating room, but also masters of medicine in its 
entirety to provide excellence in the care of our patients.  

 
From early on in medical school, I have been an identified as a hard-working and 

keen student who is organized and efficient in all my accomplishments. I also enjoy 
working in stressful and unpredictable environments, where new challenges constantly 
demand ingenuity. I am fully aware of the high workload, stressful environment and 
demanding lifestyle of a career in general surgery, and I firmly believe I can meet these 
demands with my efficient work ethics.  
 

I believe becoming an accomplished general surgeon goes beyond expertise in 
clinical practice, and given the complexity of care we provide to our patients we must 
base our decision-making on as much validated scientific evidence as possible. 
Throughout medical school I have had the opportunities to involve myself in several 
research projects, and was able to share some of my findings in journals and at 
conferences. I developed a particularly interest in clinical research, especially 
epidemiology, and I will pursue formal training in the latter field, with a view to a future 
career within an academic institution.  
 

A Montrealer at heart, I have tremendous respect for McGill University as a 
flagship institution for medical education excellence around the world. In light of the 
excellent medical training I received throughout my 5 years as a student, I have all the 
reasons to believe that its surgical education for residents can only continue in the same 
direction. In addition to the possibility of continuing my work with researchers I know 
well, I will be very honored to have the opportunity to stay at my home university to meet 
the surgical needs of the population I grew up with.  


