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Research Description: Epilepsy is one of the most common neurological disorders, 
characterized by debilitating seizures that disrupt the day-to-day of millions of people 
worldwide. The best curative treatment to date for epilepsy is neurosurgery, the 
success of which relies on a precise definition of the seizure-onset “focus/foci” in the 
brain. However, current best methods for mapping seizure foci involve invasive 
procedures that is both time-intensive and high risk. With the advent of non-invasive 
medical imaging technology and data analytic tools, we hope to develop a non-
invasive workflow for focus detection, increasing efficiency and minimizing risk. 
 
Why did you decide to pursue both MDCM and PhD degrees? What are your career 
aspirations? We come from an extremely mobile and outbred species (homo 
sapiens), which resulted in our amazing diversity. The clinic is a space where some 
of the most extreme manifestations of this diversity present. To be a clinician and a 
researcher in this unique context means that I would have the skills to care for fellow 
humans and better understand them at the same time. 
 
Why did you choose to study at McGill University? McGill has a long history of 
excellent medical education and service. Plus, Montreal is a bilingual city which 
reminds me of my hometown in the south of China that operates in both Mandarin 
and Cantonese. To serve a linguistically rich community is something I take pride in. 
 
What aspect of the MD-PhD program do you enjoy the most or are looking forward 
to? I am looking forward to attending my first ClinicaI Investigator Trainee 
Association of Canada meeting, where I can connect and get inspired by the works 
of my peers. 
 
What advice do you have for incoming MDCM-PhD students? Endless wisdom and 
strength can be gathered from multitude, rather than solitude. The sole presence of 
trusted friends and mentors can be extremely helpful in times of difficulty. 
 
What do you like to do in your spare time? I enjoy long-distance running, and playing 
the cello with friends. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


