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Summer Registration Opens Only Online June 14, 2021 at 9 a.m.
Term Duration: July 7 - August 25, 2021

The MCLL Difference
Peer learning and active participation are two cornerstones of the curriculum of McGill Community for Lifelong 

Learning (MCLL). These principles differentiate its programs from traditional university courses and classes. The form of 

participation varies according to the subject matter and the approach chosen by the moderator. The level of involvement 

can range from questions and discussion to advance preparation/research and presentations to the class.

MCLL Online
The COVID-19 pandemic has presented MCLL with the challenge of transferring all its study groups and lectures to a 

Zoom online platform. Volunteers have worked hard to ensure that members have the technical support they need to be 

able to join remote Zoom sessions.

Because all study groups and lectures are currently delivered entirely online, some of you who don’t feel comfortable 

working with computers might be concerned about your ability to join online Zoom sessions. If you would like someone to 

phone you and help you join a practice Zoom session, please send an email request to caring.mcll@gmail.com. 

About MCLL
As part of the McGill School of Continuing Studies, MCLL is led by volunteers and managed by a council elected from 

among its members. Based on a peer-learning concept, MCLL is for people who want to continue learning for the joy of it, 

and who wish to share their knowledge, ideas, experience and interests with others. Our informal, small-group approach 

makes our programs accessible. No exams or grades to worry about, and no age limits!

There are four terms to a year:

• The Fall, Winter and Spring terms each consist of 10-weeks and offer a complete program including study groups, 

lectures, workshops, outings and social activities.

• The Summer term, Wonderful Wednesdays, is a lighter program of lectures, outings, and workshops presented on 

Wednesdays only.

Study groups and lectures are usually given in English.

caring.mcll@gmail.com
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MCLL Lectures and Workshops
In the summer term, MCLL lectures and workshops are presented on Wednesdays at 10 a.m.-noon or 1:00-3:00 p.m. 

Fees

Lectures, workshops: $10 per lecture or workshop and does not include an MCLL membership

Registration and Payment

All registration and payments must be done online at our website at mcgill.ca/mcll. Instructions on how to register are on 

our website: mcgill.ca/mcll/lectures.

The registration for Wednesday lectures closes at midnight on the Monday before the lecture date.

Important

Registering for a study group or lecture requires a McGill Athena login name and password. To avoid a delay,  

have them handy when registration opens. If you forgot or don’t have them, get them now at the Athena Login Page  

(mcgill.ca/mcll/studentinstructor-login).

Refund Policy

You may cancel your registration in a lecture or workshop and obtain a refund until one day after the lecture date in case 

of emergency or illness. Dropping a lecture must be done online in your Athena account. 

https://www.mcgill.ca/mcll/
https://www.mcgill.ca/mcll/lectures
https://continuingstudies.mcgill.ca/portal/logon.do?method=load
https://www.mcgill.ca/mcll/studentinstructor-login
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Workshops

YCLML 418 Journal-Writing - Workshop

Time: Wednesday, July 7, 10:00 a.m.  

Presenter: Manon Wascher

Join us for a morning of journal-writing. This workshop is for those who are curious about this fascinating tool 

and for those who already have done some journaling. Through a variety of private writing exercises, the group 

will explore this age-old tool that is said to bring innumerable physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual benefits. 

See you there!

YCLML 419 Two Hours of Laughter - Workshop

Time: Wednesday, August 4, 10:00 a.m.  

Presenter: Freda Segal

Participants will be involved in storytelling, improvisation based on unusual situations, movement exercises, 

and strange tongue twisters. Each person will choose the activity they find most interesting. No judgement - 

the purpose of the workshop is enjoyment.



05
Summer 2021McGill Community for Lifelong Learning

Lectures

YCLML 420 Exploring the Bas-St-Laurent

Time: Wednesday, July 7, 10:00 a.m.  

Presenters: Hélène and Tony Frayne

The Gulf of St Lawrence is well known to some Montrealers, unknown to others. Its shores were among the first 

places to be settled by Europeans. Today, it has the reputation of huge vistas and picturesque villages hardly 

touched by tourism. Join us in reminiscing about several visits to the region, including our trip in 2020.

YCLML 421 Stalin’s Last Crime

Time: Wednesday, July 7, 1:00 p.m.  

Presenter: John Felvinci

In 1948, Stalin embarked on a vendetta against Jewish doctors and prominent Jews, with the claim that they 

were promoting cosmopolitanism. This persecution was also intertwined with his support of Lysenko versus 

the geneticist scientists, many of whom ended up in the Gulag. In a convoluted way, this policy progressed 

towards a major anti-Zionist purge and major trials. Further events like these were prevented by Stalin’s 

unexpected death in March 1953.

YCLML 422 Counter Terrorism – How to Survive an Attack

Time: Wednesday, July 7, 1:00 p.m.  

Presenter: Howard King

In the first part, participants will receive information on increasing their chances of survival in a variety of 

different situations. In the second part, a real case where this information was used successfully will be 

highlighted.

YCLML 448 Fragments of My Life 

Time: Wednesday, July 14, 10:00 a.m.  

Presenter: Gerry Roy

This lecture will consist of a sampling of anecdotes, stories and personal experiences that have added flavour 

to my life. Some are of human interest, some have an unpredictable denouement, some were close calls. But 

I’ve survived...!
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YCLML 424 The Acropolis: Athena, Myth and Meaning

Time: Wednesday, July 14, 10:00 a.m. 

Presenter: Wendela Stier

With the help of pictures, we will take a good look at the styles of the temples, their possible polychrome, and 

the use of the ancient Athenian Acropolis. The temples are all largely dedicated to the goddess Athena in her 

many appearances, yet her connection to the Parthenon is still debated.

YCLML 425 The Disproportionate Power of Pharmaceutical Companies!

Time: Wednesday, July 14, 1:00 p.m.  

Presenter: Nadia Alexan

For the past 50 years, pharmaceutical companies have been wielding their extraordinary power to elicit 

untold profits for shareholders at the expense of publicly-funded research. Big Pharma has fostered a culture 

of corruption to advance their interests at the expense of citizens. Perhaps no policy area exemplifies this 

corruption more than the issue of drug pricing. We will explore this essential area of public interest.

YCLML 426 Chinese Visual Arts under the Song Dynasty

Time: Wednesday, July 14, 1:00 p.m.  

Presenter: Frank Nicholson

The rule of the Song dynasty, which ran from 960 to 1279 CE, saw a flowering of the Chinese visual arts - 

painting, ceramics, sculpture, architecture and calligraphy. The quantity of artistic production increased 

significantly across the board, while landscape painting and ceramics reached new levels of refinement, 

contributing to this period becoming known as the Chinese Renaissance.

YCLML 427 Thomas Becket: The Murder That Shook the Middle Ages

Time: Wednesday, July 21, 10:00 a.m.  

Presenter: Ruth Allan Rigby

To mark the 850th anniversary of Becket’s brutal murder in Canterbury Cathedral, this illustrated lecture will 

explore his remarkable life, death and legacy. It presents his journey from a merchant’s son to Chancellor and 

then Archbishop of Canterbury.
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YCLML 428 Marvels and Limits of Vaccines

Time: Wednesday, July 21, 10:00 a.m.  

Presenter: Thérèse Bouchez

After reviewing how vaccines stimulate our natural defenses against infectious diseases, we will look at the 

different types of vaccines and why mRNA vaccines are a breakthrough. We will have a glimpse at vaccine 

pharmacovigilance and at the reasons why vaccines may not be efficacious in some people. The lecturer is a 

former pediatrician and preventive medicine specialist.

YCLML 429 A Visit to Petra – Wonderland of the Past 

Time: Wednesday, July 21, 1:00 p.m.  

Presenter: Thelma Timmy Cohen

“A rose-red city half as old as time...” reflects some truth about the city of Petra. This remote city, located 

in a canyon in Jordan, was rediscovered by Europeans in the early 1800s and is one of the world’s great 

archeological treasures. Marvel at the deep gorges and multi-coloured mountains into which this ancient city 

was carved. Learn about Petra’s history and the culture of its Nabatean inhabitants. Repeat lecture.

YCLML 430 Ekaterina Dashkova - Far More Than a Princess

Time: Wednesday, July 21, 1:00 p.m.  

Presenter: Tom Douglis

Raised in privilege, Princess Dashkova chose a life of achievement and adventure over the glitter of the 

Russian court. She helped Catherine the Great take the throne, studied Enlightenment thinkers, traveled 

widely, worked with Voltaire, Adam Smith and Ben Franklin and was the first woman to lead a national scientific 

society. This illustrated lecture will reveal the many facets of this amazing woman.

YCLML 431 Nutrition Research and Education in Africa

Time: Wednesday, July 28, 10:00 a.m.  

Presenters: Nii Addy and Brian Webber

Continuing the MCLL - Africa series, we will assemble an inter-generational panel to explore the intersection 

of mobile learning, nutrition research and education for improving agri-food and health outcomes in Africa. 

Panelists will be drawn from McGill faculty, alumni, Mastercard Foundation (MCF) Scholars and Queen 

Elizabeth Scholars (QES), working with partner organizations in African countries and Canada.
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YCLML 432 The Dissolution of the Monasteries in England and Wales

Time: Wednesday, July 28, 10:00 a.m. 

Presenter: Ruth Allan Rigby

This illustrated lecture will focus on Hugh Willmott’s recent book which provides a timely and original  

overview of the dissolution of the monasteries and its longer term effects on the social and physical landscape 

of England and Wales. Willmott takes a more nuanced approach to the understanding of an event that has 

polarized debates ever since the 16th century. 

YCLML 433 The Mistress of Paris

Time: Wednesday, July 28, 1:00 p.m.  

Presenter: John Felvinci

In the Belle Époque, Valtesse de La Bigne, a working-class woman, became a celebrated and rich courtesan of 

Paris. She had liaisons with many well-to-do and quite powerful men. Her career was reflected in Zola’s book 

Nana. She even had political influence in the French colonial expansion in Indochina. She also supported many 

famous painters, and ran a salon, where artists and politicians could meet.

YCLML 434 Toronto’s Mayors: The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly

Time: Wednesday, July 28, 1:00 p.m.  

Presenter: Frank Nicholson

This talk will tell the history of Canada’s largest city, from its incorporation in 1832 to how it is currently coping 

with the COVID pandemic, by examining the lives of its chief magistrates, including one who led an insurrection 

against the provincial government and another who brought an end to the century-long domination of City Hall 

by the Orange Order.

YCLML 435 Looking Ahead: Post-Pandemic Life 

Time: Wednesday, August 4, 10:00 a.m.  

Presenter: Marna Murray

The world experienced a pandemic in the last year, the first one in a century. What is next? What have we 

learned? What may be different next time? Taking some clues from history, let us consider the future in areas 

such as technology, medicine, the economy, travel, work, and family life.
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YCLML 436 Most Deadly Creature in the World — Mosquito

Time: Wednesday, August 4, 1:00 p.m.  

Presenter: Ruth Allan Rigby

This illustrated talk concerns mosquitoes which spread malaria that kills over 400,000 people a year. An 

Oxford medical team is entering the final stage of human trials for a vaccine against malaria. This innovation, 

along with global cooperation, and continued political leadership, may end malaria once and for all. 

YCLML 437 The Eiffel Tower - A Wonderful Achievement or Not?

Time: Wednesday, August 4, 1:00 p.m. 

Presenter: George Lapa

The construction of the Eiffel Tower in Paris was completed on March 31, 1889, in time for the World’s Fair to 

be held that year and to mark the centenary of the French Revolution - July 14, 1789. This presentation will 

cover the various phases of its construction, lasting over two years, as well as the many technical, financial and 

political challenges faced by Gustave Eiffel, its engineer.

YCLML 438 The Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood

Time: Wednesday, August 11, 10:00 a.m.  

Presenter: John Wolforth 

The Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood was established by a small group of young artists in 1848. Their aim was to 

radically change English art. As their movement grew and absorbed other artists and poets, it both affected and 

was affected by the social and religious currents in Victorian England.

YCLML 439 Contemporary Art and Ecofeminism 

Time: Wednesday, August 11, 10:00 a.m. 

Presenter: Amelia Wong-Mersereau

This presentation will discuss how contemporary artists are responding creatively to the current environmental 

crisis. My thesis research is focused on the Chinese artist Kong Ning, so she will be my primary example. In 

Kong’s art, gender and sexuality become entwined with nature, creating a strong political commentary. This 

case study is highly relevant to the field of global art history.
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YCLML 440 Edward Maxwell, Architect: Works of a Master

Time: Wednesday, August 11, 1:00 p.m. 

Presenter: Michael Moore

Edward Maxwell, the renowned Montréal architect who shaped so much of Montreal’s legacy of fine heritage 

buildings, will be the focus of this presentation. A comprehensive overview, which includes the Birks building 

and the Meredith house, will lead into an intimate journey through the Lafleur Estate, still very much alive, in 

Saint-Lazare.

YCLML 441 The Indus Civilization

Time: Wednesday, August 18, 10:00 a.m.  

Presenter: Muriel Herrington

The Indus civilization was contemporaneous with the ancient civilizations of Egypt, Mesopotamia and 

Norte Chico (Caral, Peru). It spanned the current day border between Pakistan and India. I will discuss the 

archeological findings about this civilization and what has been deduced about the activities of its people.

YCLML 442 Sleep – We All Do It! 

Time: Wednesday, August 18, 10:00 a.m. 

Presenters:  Peter Roberts, Marna Murray, Marlene Chan

Sleep often changes with age. Was Shakespeare an insomniac? Members of a study group of last winter will 

share some of their findings on getting better sleep. Participate in the discussion - please email your questions 

to the lecturers in advance [proberts@aei.ca] or use the Zoom chat function during the presentation.

YCLML 443 Francis Bacon: Flesh, Death and Desire

Time: Wednesday, August 18, 1:00 p.m.  

Presenter: Eduardo Cabrera

The paintings of Francis Bacon are a fascinating, yet difficult, experience for the eye and the mind. His 

depictions of the human body, between abstraction and reality, have challenged audiences and critics of the 

20th century. Let’s immerse ourselves in the aesthetics and mechanism of this master of suffering and desire 

in humankind.  

file:///C:/Users/Scooper/Desktop/proberts@aei.ca
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YCLML 444 Propaganda: The Power of Photography and Film   

Time: Wednesday, August 18, 1:00 p.m.  

Presenter: Olivier Courteaux

Military historian Olivier Courteaux will describe how government propagandists used photography and film in 

World War I, the interwar period (1919-39) and, more recently, the war on terror to rally their citizens.

YCLML 445 Operation Torch, 1942, and the Fall of Vichy

Time: Wednesday, August 25, 10:00 a.m.  

Presenter: Harry Belsey

 The talk will look at British and American relationships with Vichy France and examine some of the British 

campaigns against Vichy French colonies, which resulted in Frenchmen fighting Frenchmen. The uneasy 

relationship culminated in Operation Torch, the invasion on French North Africa by the Allies and the fall of 

Vichy France.

YCLML 446 The Beatles Through the Looking Glass

Time: Wednesday, August 25, 10:00 a.m.  

Presenter:  Philip Harrison

There is not much more to be said about the Beatles, but music is personal and the songs from the Beatles 

shaped my late teenage years and my early twenties. So, you will hear my thoughts, and I welcome yours.  For 

the second hour, we will view a video produced by someone who knows what they are talking about.

YCLML 447 Ancient DNA

Time: Wednesday, August 25, 1:00 p.m.  

Presenter: John Felvinci

Quite recently, it became possible to extract DNA from old bones, some of them 50,000 years old. The 

results have changed the way we study human migrations and how archeologists look at Homo sapiens 

on all continents. It gives us new insight into how our DNA is affected by the past intermingling of different 

populations.
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Workshops and Lectures Schedule
Workshops
Date Time Title Presenter

Wednesday, July 7 10:00 a.m. Journal Writing Manon Wascher

Wednesday, August 4 10:00 a.m. Two Hours of Laughter Freda Segal

Lectures
Date Time Title Presenter

Wednesday, July 7 10:00 a.m. Exploring the Bas-St-Laurent Hélène and Tony Frayne 

Wednesday, July 7 1:00 p.m. Stalin's Last Crime John Felvinci

Wednesday, July 7 1:00 p.m. Counter Terrorism - How to Survive an Attack Howard King

Wednesday, July 14 10:00 a.m. Fragments of My Life Gerry Roy

Wednesday, July 14 10:00 a.m. The Acropolis: Athena, Myth and Meaning Wendela Stier

Wednesday, July 14 1:00 p.m. The Disproportionate Power of Pharmaceutical Companies! Nadia Alexan

Wednesday, July 14 1:00 p.m. Chinese Visual Arts under the Song Dynasty Frank Nicholson

Wednesday, July 21 10:00 a.m. Thomas Becket: The Murder That Shook the Middle Ages Ruth Allan Rigby

Wednesday, July 21 10:00 a.m. Marvels and Limits of Vaccines Thérèse Bouchez

Wednesday, July 21 1:00 p.m. A Visit to Petra - Wonderland of the Past Thelma Timmy Cohen

Wednesday, July 21 1:00 p.m. Ekaterina Dashkova - Far More Than a Princess Tom Douglis

Wednesday, July 28 10:00 a.m. Nutrition Research and Education in Africa Nii Addy and Brian Webber

Wednesday, July 28 10:00 a.m. The Dissolution of the Monasteries in England and Wales Ruth Allan Rigby

Wednesday, July 28 1:00 p.m. The Mistress of Paris John Felvinci

Wednesday, July 28 1:00 p.m. Toronto's Mayors: The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly Frank Nicholson

Wednesday, August 4 10:00 a.m. Looking Ahead: Post-Pandemic Life Marna Murray

Wednesday, August 4 1:00 p.m. Most Deadly Creature in the World - Mosquito Ruth Allan Rigby

Wednesday, August 4 1:00 p.m. The Eiffel Tower - A Wonderful Achievement or Not? George Lapa

Wednesday, August 11 10:00 a.m. The Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood John Wolforth

Wednesday, August 11 10:00 a.m. Contemporary Art and Ecofeminism Ameila Wong-Mersereau

Wednesday, August 11 1:00 p.m. Edward Maxwell, Architect: Works of a Master Michael Moore

Wednesday, August 18 10:00 a.m. The Indus Civilization Muriel Herrington

Wednesday, August 18 10:00 a.m. Sleep - We All Do It! Peter Roberts, Marna Murray,  
and Marlene Chan

Wednesday, August 18 1:00 p.m. Francis Bacon: Flesh, Death and Desire Eduardo Cabrera

Wednesday, August 18 1:00 p.m. Propaganda: The Power of Photography and Film Olivier Courteaux

Wednesday, August 25 10:00 a.m. Operation Torch, 1942, and the Fall of Vichy Harry Belsey

Wednesday, August 25 10:00 a.m. The Beatles Through the Looking Glass Philip Harrison

Wednesday, August 25 1:00 p.m. Ancient DNA John Felvinci
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