Part 2: Introduction

“The following section consists of two
proposals for minimun cost housing
forasite in the Walufumbe Zone of
Kyanja Parish, in Kampala, Uganda.

“The main intention of both proposals
is to maximize the use of space for
housing as well as for livestock and
Urban Agriculture activities as means
of income. This way, the residents are
provided with private and communal
areen spaces which are utilized to grow
for personal consumption and to
‘generate income by trading and mar-
keting the produce.
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Each family is provided with
a lot which accommodates a
dwelling of 5m x 6m. The rest
of the space of the lot is used
for home gardening.

Four building materials are
proposed for the construction
of the houses: earth bag,
brick, straw, and tires. These
‘materials are easy to use, thus
the local residents can learn
how to build their own
houses. The low cost of the
‘materials and the self-help
techniques to build the dwell-
ings reduce the cost of con-
struction.

‘The houses are proposed
with sloped roofs to facilitate
rainwater collection. For more
information on how water col-
lection works please look at
pages 43 and 47 of this
booklet.

Housing Materials and Back Yard Platform




Home Garden

‘The topography of the site
shapes the design of the
houses, allowing for a shelter
for livestock and growing
located at the lower level of
the house lot. The platform
formed above the shelter
offers an opportunity for
future expansion of the house.

Six alternatives are sug-
gested for growing at the
house level, depending on the
space and resources available.
The most common are the
backyard and front yard areas,
walls, fences, roofs and lastly,
the interior of the houses.

Large scale livestock, such
as goats and cows, is recom-
mended for the open areas
located within the cluster of
houses. This can result in a
‘more marketable production
of milk, meat and fibre.
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Box 2: Productive House
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Inexpensive materials, such as straws, wood, and
‘bamboo, can be used to build structures to facilitate
aquaculture at the ponds. It is also possible use these
s materials to build water reservoirs for the community.
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