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Dear colleagues,  
  
I hope you had a wonderful summer and were able to recharge your batteries.  Maintaining a 

good work-life balance is important for our mental and physical health as well as our 

creativity and productivity.  I love this time of the year, walking across campus.  Being 

exposed to the exuberant energy of all the new and returning students reminds me of why 

being an academic is fun and such a privilege.  
  
In the coming months, MAUT plans to focus on the environmental and health challenges 

related to asbestos on the Macdonald Campus and Steward Biology building, work with 

administration on how research is valued and how its impact is measured, and (my personal 

pet peeve) figure out how to reduce bureaucratic overload (think of travel expense 

reimbursements, hiring through WorkDay, purchasing, etc.).  Time is our most valuable 

resource, we want to maximize it for teaching, research and services instead of inefficient and 

frustrating paper work.  Please feel free to send me your issues or problems, as MAUT can 

only be effective in supporting you by knowing them and understanding the details.  The 

collective wisdom and engagement of  MAUT members is key to improving governance of 

our University.  I hope to interact with many of you in person both professionally as well as 

socially in the coming term.  
  
Have a great start to term,  
  
 
Peter Grutter  
MAUT President 2023-24  


