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Equity + Culture = 
Dignified Life



Colonialism

“Blatant Colonialism mutilates you 
without pretense; it forbids you to talk, it 
forbids you to act, it forbids you to exist.  
Invisible colonialism, however, convinces 
you that serfdom is your destiny and 
impotence is your nature; it convinces 
you that it is not possible to speak, not 
possible to act, not possible to exist.”

Eduardo Galeano, Uruguayan Journalist 
and writer. The Book of the Embraces, 
1989



Colonialism and the 
Great Dying

• 90% of the approx. 60.5 million Indigenous 
peoples in the Americas died in the century 
following 1492

• “The great dying of the Indigenous Peoples 
of the Americas resulted in a human-driven 
global impact on the Earth System in the two 
centuries prior to the Industrial Revolution”



Land 
Dispossession 
in Canada

1491

100% of land owned by 
Indigenous Peoples

2021

.02% of land owned by 
Indigenous Peoples

530 Years



Indian Act The Royal Commission on Aboriginal 
Peoples (1996) set out a 20-year plan to end 
the Indian Act. Canada never implemented 
it. 



Key Barrier to Reconciliation:

Not doing better when we know better.



https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1137295035039457280




1967

• “Although 80 percent of admissions in the 8 
residential schools were for child welfare 
reasons, there is no social work staff at any 
stage..(p.67)”

• “Recommendation is that the agency will need 
to direct more resources  and energy into 
services for children in their own homes and 
where alternative care is required, homes in the 
Indian community should be helped to provide 
this service.” (p. 149)



78,000,000 (1981-2017)
47,749,267 (2000-2017)

Number of 
sleeps  First 

Nations 
Children on 

reserve spent 
away from 

their families



2016: Canada 
discriminates against 
over 165,000 First 
Nations children 

“Similar to the Residential Schools 
era today, the fate and future of 
many First Nations children is still 
being determined by the 
government”

2016 CHRT 2 para. 426

Causing unnecessary 
family separations 

Contributing to the 
deaths of some children



Enabling First 
Nations children 
to thrive



Canada rewarded 
discrimination (2011)

Jordansprinciple.ca

https://fncaringsociety.com/jordans-principle


Request Jordan’s Principle 
Services/Products

• 1-855-JP- CHILD
• 1-833-PJ-ENFAN

• Open 24 hours a day, 365 days a year



Jordan’s Principle

Region Per Capita service/products

Manitoba 3.88

Quebec 3.72

BC 0.13

Alberta 0.9



2020 CHRT 36

• Affirms that non status First Nations children resident off 
reserve who are recognized by their First Nations  are eligible for 
Jordan’s Principle;
• This recognition is ONLY for the purposes of Jordan’s Principle

• Orders Canada to provide funding to First Nations or First 
Nations organizations authorized by the First Nation to develop 
and implement a recognition process;
• Key point– Jordan’s Principle is NOT a fixed budget program 
meaning granting more children help does not mean other 
children get less. 



Act Respecting 
First Nations 
Child and 
Family Services
Real change or another paper 
tiger?



Patterns 
perpetuating 
discrimination

• Systemic discrimination (too complex, be 
patient, incremental approach, can’t change 
overnight, diminishing/disregarding First Nations 
experts, codifying inequality at community/family 
level etc.)

• Dehumanization of children and families (i.e.: 
acronyms, file)

• Intervention in systemic racism not 
proportionate to the harm

• Reform everywhere but within
• Defending versus appraising critique
• Mistaking process for an outcome
• Overstating and diminishing First Nations 

involvement (engagement, partners, 
discussions).

• Rewarding conformity to bad ideas and 
punishing moral courage



What 
changed for 
kids because 
of the CHRT 

case?



What is left 
to do?



Spirit Bear Plan to end 
all inequalities in First 
Nations public services



Spirit Bear and 
Children Make History 
(2020)

• Produced by Spotted Fawn Productions
• Based on the true story of how children 
of all diversities came together to stand for 
justice during the Canadian Human Rights 
Tribunal.
• Shares the story of Jordan’s Principle
• For more information contact 
info@fncaringsociety.com

mailto:info@fncaringsociety.com


Spirit Bear’s COVID Plan

• To support children, families and professionals to 
exercise public health guidelines during COVID 
such as self-isolation and social distancing, Spirit 
Bear is featuring a new campaign 
#Hibernating4health

• Every few days, Spirit Bear posts a free activity 
children can do alone at home to learn about 
reconciliation and take part in making it a reality.



Bear Witness Day



fncaringsociety.com
@CaringSociety
CaringSociety
fncaringsociety
spiritbearandfriends
@SpiritBear
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