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McGill Mastercard Foundation Transitions Fund (MCF-TF):  
Eligibility & Evaluation Criteria 

 

1. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 

1.1. MCGILL MCF 
SCHOLAR/ALUM 

 
Eligible projects (i) are led by a Mastercard Foundation (MCF) Scholar who is currently a McGill student or alum, and  
(ii) primarily have impact in Africa and its Diaspora. 

1.2. WORKFORCE 
ORIENTED 

Eligible projects facilitate transitions of MCF Scholars and Alums into the workforce for 
impact across Africa and its Diaspora. 

1.3. SUSTAINABILITY 
FOCUSED 

Eligible projects focus on one or more dimensions of sustainability (e.g. social, economic, 
environmental) as defined at McGill. The projects advance one or more of the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs: https://sdgs.un.org/goals) in Africa and its Diaspora and are 
managed sustainably. 

1.4. FUNDING FOR 
SEEDING/SCALING 

Eligible projects are either new projects or projects that complement, build upon, or scale existing initiatives for impact.  

2. EVALUATION CRITERIA 

 
2.1. ANALYSIS 

The project team has identified an issue related to entrepreneurship, community development, or policymaking for 
addressing economic, social, or environmental needs; researched best practices; evaluated other funding sources; and 
consulted other projects for lessons learned. Given this information, the team is qualified to create the project. 

 
2.2. IMPACT 

The project creates a positive change, which can include partnerships/relationship building, behaviour change, culture 
change, and/or improvements in institutional performance. The project and its impacts are shared with relevant 
stakeholders, and it is planned so that there is a lasting impact, institutionalization, or potential to scale, when 
possible. 

 
2.3. FEASIBILITY 

The project is well planned, has realistic goals, activities and timeline, mitigates risks, and has a budget that makes 
sense considering the project scale and expected impact. 

 
2.4. COLLABORATION 

The project is collaborative, with interdisciplinary, cross-sectoral team members, including with MCF partner 
institutions in Africa and elsewhere when possible.  

 
2.5. SUPPORT 

 
The project team has consulted with relevant stakeholders and gained their support and/or permission for the project. 

 
  2.6. CAPACITY BUILDING 

 

The project is a learning opportunity for involved stakeholders, incorporates training and job creation, and when 
possible, volunteerism and/or complementary applied research. 

  

https://www.mcgill.ca/sustainability/files/sustainability/spf_sustainability_brief_0.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/goals

