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Do you remember the first time you entered 
Macdonald campus? Whether this event was 
decades ago or only a few days back, I am 
convinced that you had the same feeling as I did not 
all too long ago: This is a place where I will love 
spending my time! How could it be any different—
surrounded by water, fields and forest, this campus 
is the jewel of McGill University and a special 
place on the island of Montreal. 

To those who only very recently entered the 
campus for the first time: Welcome! You just 
joined a vibrant community of fellow students, as 
well as wonderful faculty and staff who care about 

your education and well-being. You will discover that the Faculty of Agricultural and 
Environmental Sciences is a great academic home where hands-on experience is part of the 
teaching curriculum, where learning extends beyond the class room and where the community 
makes you experience the best years of your life. 

To those whose first contact with Macdonald campus goes a few years back: I thank you for 
joining me in welcoming this fall's 627 new students. I know that in the wonderful tradition of 
the Macdonald community you will integrate all new students (and new staff) to ensure that they 
feel at home very rapidly. I count on you to show them (and me) the many ways in which one 
can benefit from and contribute to life on Macdonald campus. 

To those for whom entering the campus meant entering Macdonald College: I am looking 
forward to meeting you and hearing the stories! This campus has such a rich history, and while 
reading about it provided me with the big lines, I would love to meet the people who made this 
history the rich and living fabric of the institution. If you have played with the thought of coming 
back for Homecoming weekend in October - this year is definitely the moment to do so! You 
will have the opportunity to meet our current enthusiastic and motivated students, see your old 
digs, meet old friends and make new ones. And you will have the opportunity to tell me all those 
stories! 

As I start my mandate as Dean of the Faculty of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, the 
aspect I am most thrilled about is the prospect of meeting all of you - more recent and more 
seasoned members of the Macdonald community. 
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