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In the spring of 2018, the Macdonald Permaculture Showcase Garden project was            
granted $3000 from the Student Experience Enhancement Fund (SEEF). This grant enabled            
this summer’s Garden Coordinator to continue the necessary maintenance and improvement           
of the garden, which was critical at this early stage of the project since it was only the second                   
growing season and first full season of this garden initiative. The summer Garden             
Coordinator was able to host a multitude of productive workshops at the MacDonald Campus              
Permaculture Showcase Garden, allowing this project to be a success. The first of these              
workshops was a Planting Day Workshop. With the help of the SEEF, executives in the               
Permaculture Club were able to purchase a diversity of plants from Pépinière de L'Ouest and               
Pépinière Ancestrale in order to add trees (pear, plum, honeycrisp apple) and shrubs             
(gooseberry & currant) to the garden’s food forest. The funding also allowed for the purchase               
seeds from Ferme Tourne-Sol for a large variety of vegetables and herbs necessary to              
implement three vegetables beds as part of the garden, as well as seeding and transplanting               
supplies. A number of garden gloves, hand shovels, and watering cans were also purchased              
using the SEEF for Planting Day. Much of the harvest from the trees, shrubs, vegetables and                
herbs planted this year was later on donated to local organizations in Montreal, such as La                
Rue Des Femmes and Corbeille de Pain. Furthermore, most of what was planted are perennial               
plants, who will provide greater yields in future years.  

Another workshop held was an Herb Spiral Building Workshop. Herb spirals are            
structures that showcase the optimization of space. The spiral shape leads to small variations              
in sunlight and moisture that create microclimates. This increases the diversity of plants that              
can be grown in a confined area. In this interactive workshop, the plants used (Korean mint,                



basil, lemon basil, anise hyssop, parsley, oregano, sage, and thyme) originated from a seed              
order that was placed using the SEEF.  

The drought in Montreal this summer called for more watering of the plants than              
anticipated. This ended up being very time consuming. In order to tackle this problem, the               
Garden Coordinator decided to install DIY Ollas in parts of the garden. Ollas are an ancient                
method used for sub-surface irrigation of plants. Their microporous walls allow water            
seepage guided by a suction force which attracts water molecules to the plant roots.              
Installation of these Ollas saved time, energy, and water. With the help of volunteers, a               
number ollas were built and installed in the vegetable beds of the garden through a series of                 
educational workshops. All materials (terra cotta pots, rope, glue, a glue gun) needed in order               
to build the ollas were purchased using the SEEF.  
 

During Permaculture Week 2018 at the beginning of October, we collaborated with            
the McGill Wildlife Association to build a bat house for the garden, with materials purchased               
through SEEF. The bat house was assembled during a workshop in the garden with              
participants from both the Permaculture Club and the Wildlife Association as well as McGill              
faculty members, and will be installed in the garden in the spring. It consists of a wide, thin                  
box painted black to absorb heat from the sun, with grooves on the inside that the bats can                  
hang on to. This project contributed to the ‘wildlife habitat’ aspect of the Permaculture              
Garden that we wanted to improve, by providing a shelter for the endangered little brown bat.                
Habitat fragmentation and white-nose syndrome are major threats to bat populations in            
Quebec, which provide important ecosystem services such as insect population control. This            
project was meant to raise awareness of this issue, share knowledge about bats, and introduce               
ways of participating in conservation efforts. We are waiting for the spring to install it in the                 
garden because that is when the bats will return from migration and to avoid the damages of                 
winter. Hopefully, the bat house will be able to provide attractive habitat that can help to                
maintain and monitor bat populations. 

 
In September 2018, the McGill Permaculture Club and the McGill Bioresource           

Association teamed up to design and build an Outdoor Classroom in the garden. A              
preliminary design meeting was hosted at Mac Campus, where members of both the McGill              
Permaculture Club and the McGill Bioresource Association discussed possible designs for           
the structure of the outdoor classroom. After the meeting, a core group of people was created,                
who are currently in charge of the design, construction and installation of this structure. The               
outdoor classroom was ideally supposed to have been installed in the Fall semester of 2018,               
but due to delays caused by student’s busy schedules, the implementation has been pushed              
back to the Winter 2019 semester. The design for the Outdoor Classroom has been completed               
and will take the form of three 3-tiered wooden benches, arranged to form a semi-circle, and                
able to safely sit a maximum of 54 people. The materials list has also been completed, along                 
with a detailed budget, and the purchasing of the materials will account for the remainder of                
the SEEF budget allocated to us, if not more. We will be purchasing: treated spruce wood                
planks (seven 2''x6''x8', twenty 2''x6''x12', eleven 4"x4"x8’) one box of deck screws, nine             



deck blocks, and 9 bags of gravel. Parts of the structure will be built in the Bioresource                 
Engineering Shop, however the final construction will have to be done in the garden itself               
once the snow has melted in the Spring. The core team is committed to implementing this                
project as soon as possible.  

The Outdoor Classroom will be an invaluable addition to the garden. We hope that              
professors will choose to hold a few of their classes on this structure while the weather is nice                  
out, as the pedagogical benefits of outdoor classrooms have been documented and have been              
shown to improve learning ability and focus. A computer simulation done by the Bioresource              
Engineering students of what the Outdoor Classroom will look like can be seen in the picture                
below: 

  
In summary, the opportunity that the SEEF has given the Macdonald Permaculture            

Showcase Garden to achieve its second phase of development and success has been             
inestimable. The SEEF has allowed for trees, shrubs, vegetables and herbs to be planted, for               
gardening and farming materials to be bought, for a sustainable irrigation system to be              
constructed, for wildlife habitat to have been built in the form of a bat box, and for                 
educational experiences to have been hosted through several interactive workshops for           
McGill students. Furthermore, the SEEF will allow for the successful construction of            
McGill’s first Outdoor Classroom, a unique and innovative learning environment that will be             
usable by students, staff and faculty alike.  

The Macdonald Permaculture Showcase Garden project team is extremely grateful for           
this insertion of funds, helping the project to reach its full potential success and contribute to                
a more enhanced positive student experience at Macdonald Campus.  
 
 
 
 



Below is a table outlining the Permaculture Club’s SEEF spendings. The club currently has a total of $1,460.68                  
remaining which is intended to be spent on material for the Outdoor Classroom. 
Date Description Debit Credit Balance 

SEEF Fund Total 3000 3000 

April 2018 Seed Order -Ferme Tourne-Sol 200.06 2799.94 

April 2018 Reno-Depot- Seedling Supplies 83.41 2716.53 

April 2018 Transportation (gas) 60.00 2656.53 

04-27-2018 Home Depot - Seedling + Transplanting Supplies 25.52 2631.01 

April 2018 Tree Order - Pepiniere Ancestrale 304.68 2326.33 

05-20-2018 Pépinière de L'ouest: trees, shrubs, herbs, plants 69.79 2256.54 

05-18-2018 Dollarama: garden gloves + hand shovels 20.13 2236.41 

05-19-2018 Home Hardware: garden gloves 24.41 2212 

05-20-2018 Pépinière de L'ouest: trees, shrubs, herbs, plants 399.25 1812.75 

05-24-2018 Home Hardware: watering cans, outdoor bin, velcro straps 56.63 1756.12 

06-11-2018 Transportation (gas) 15.00 1741.12 

06-12-2018 Transportation (gas) 9.98 1731.14 

07-07-2018 Dollarama: Olla Ceramic Hole Covers 5.75 1725.39 

07-06-2018 Transportation (gas) 5.00 1720.39 

07-06-2018 Transportation (gas) 5.00 1715.39 

07-07-2018 RONA: Rope, glue, glue gun 33.31 1682.08 

07-14-2018 RONA: Rope 13.79 1668.29 

07-19-2018 
Home Hardware: Blood Meal Organic Fertilizer, Container 
Lids 13.79 1654.5 

07-06-2018 RONA: Terra Cotta pots 11.34 1643.16 

07-06-2018 Home Hardware: Terra Cotta Pots 87.00 1556.16 

10-03-2018 Home Depot: Bat House Materials 95.48 1460.68 
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