
 

Abstract 

Scholarly literature offers ample information and analysis about the social and ecological crises that 
humanity currently faces, and it also provides compelling alternatives and solutions to strive for. What is 
less understood, is how we get from here to there - from the crises to the solutions. This research project 
asks: how can social movements help bring about large-scale systems change? I have been working with 
people in the climate justice, Indigenous land defence, and anti-pipeline movements across Canada to shed 
light on this question. Guided by grounded theory methodology, theories and perspectives were gathered 
through participant observation, in depth interviews, and surveys. Woven through with scholarly literature 
on social transformation, this thesis contributes timely insight about how change happens.  

These conversations have included reflections on what’s working and what’s not working in the movements, 
and on the internal and external barriers hindering movement efforts. The research has also gathered 
strategies for building a powerful movement of movements. Through all this a common theme emerges: a 
focus on relationships as crucial to building movements strong enough to transform systems. We need 
much bigger, much stronger movements and to do so we need to develop more capacity for thinking and 
working across differences. Indigenous scholarship, ecological principals, and activist reflections all converge 
on the insight that the means and ends of radical transformation is restoring and forging balanced 
relationships, of equality and reciprocity, with each other and with the land. 
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More powerful together: collaborative theorizing with 
social movements about decolonizing and 

decarbonizing Canada 

About the Candidate. Jen is an activist-researcher, founder of the 
MudGirls Natural Building Collective, and organizer with Climate Justice 
Montreal. She completed an B.A. in Environment in 2014 at McGill and is 
currently completing her Ph. D at McGill in the Economics for the 
Anthropocene project. Her work focuses on collaborative thinking with 
activists, land defenders, and other change makers to devise and 
experiment with innovative and powerful approaches to driving radical 
transformation in Canada - towards both justice and sustainability. 


