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Honouring the past, creating the future 

Since its opening as Macdonald College in 1907, McGill’s Faculty of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences has been 
at the forefront of education and research in agricultural and life sciences as well as engineering and environmental 

disciplines. 

The old stone dairy barn situated on the Macdonald Campus Farm is a symbol of this history of inspired teaching and world-
changing research - it is an integral part of what is today the only operating dairy farm remaining on the island of Montreal. As 
home to the new Macdonald Farm Community Engagement Centre, it will introduce new generations to the past, the present 
and the future of sustainable food production and environmental stewardship. 

The Macdonald Farm today - during the UPA Portes ouvertes/Open House (Photo: Tom DiSandolo)



Our mission 

The Faculty of Agricultural and Environmental 
Sciences is committed to excellence in education, 

research and outreach. 

Our students are tomorrow’s leaders. Their teachers – our 
faculty members – are researchers whose discoveries 
and innovations, in fields from molecular science to 
resource management to applied research, are pushing 
the boundaries of knowledge and leading ideas and 
applications that transform agricultural, industrial and 
health sectors. 

Our mission also takes us beyond the university: our 
outreach programs have been engaging local communities 
since our founding over 100 years ago. Thanks to the 
new Macdonald Farm Community Engagement Centre, 
we can enhance and extend these programs to share our 
knowledge with a much larger and broader community, 
from school kids to industry professionals to the general 
public.

Macdonald joined the Governments of Quebec and New Brunswick and CP 
Rail to equip the “Better Farming Train” (1912) which traveled to rural areas 
in Quebec and NB. It consisted of three baggage coaches complete with 
livestock, a steer, cows, pigs, poultry, horticultural, milk, farm crop, drainage 
and biological exhibits. (Photo Macdonald College Archives)

Today, the Macdonald Campus Farm welcomes more than 6,000 visitors 
annually who come to learn more about agriculture, food and the 
environment. (Photo: Tom DiSandolo)



Where does our food 
come from?

We have a responsibility to educate people on 
how their food is produced, and over the last 

decade our campus outreach programs have engaged 
approximately 6000 elementary and secondary school 
students annually. Due to ever-increasing demand, 
we require a dedicated space in order to host more 
visitors and develop our programs further. The new 
Macdonald Farm Community Engagement Centre 
will multiply the farm’s capacity to receive visitors by 
providing a suitable venue for flexible use, available 
all year round, and will offer hands-on educational 
activities and programs to inspire young minds. The 
mission of the Centre will be to provide the public at 
large, and especially children in the community, with 
the opportunity to become educated about matters 
related to sustainability from sustainable agriculture to 
environmental stewardship and food security.

It will host 4-H groups and summer camps for youth 
and will be a unique and engaging venue for speaker 
series and events, special weekend events for the 
general public, continuing education workshops 
and seminars, and industry meetings, conferences 
and receptions. It will further serve as a resource for 
students across McGill as well as other universities and 
CEGEPS. 

Photo: Tom DiSandolo



Help us build a healthy and 
sustainable food system

Working with educational consultants and on-campus 
partners such as McGill’s Faculty of Education, the Morgan 

Arboretum and the Lyman Entomological Museum, the Community 
Engagement Centre team is developing a suite of workshops 
and labs which connect to the elementary and secondary school 
curriculum and align with Ministry of Education criteria for 
science education. These will introduce students to some of today’s 
complex global issues and challenges, encouraging them to develop 
an interest in agricultural and environmental sciences.

The Centre will combine tangible, hands-on learning activities 
with interactive digital tools to offer a comprehensive learning 
environment. It will also feature exhibits, designed in collaboration 
with our colleagues at McGill and with industry partners, on 
everything from animal welfare to water resource management to 
contemporary cheese production.

Conceptual renditions of the Community Engagement Centre (TK-Visual)

Above: Exterior view; Interior perspective of The Alton and Murray McEwen 
Visitor Hub

Below: Interior perspective of The Lorna and William Ritchie Educational Hall



Our major donors

The Macdonald Farm Community Engagement Centre forms a unique resource for sharing knowledge 
about agricultural and environmental sciences with a broader public, and promises to play an important 

role in attracting the next generation of students and potential researchers in this domain. 

The Centre has been supported with major gifts from some of our loyal members of the McGill 
Community, whose commitment has had an immense impact on our ability to move this project from 
concept to near reality. These gifts have made possible the creation of some of the key spaces within the 

Centre, each named in honour of their donor. They include:

The Lorna and William Ritchie Educational Hall, which will be the focal point of the 
Centre and will serve as an initial point of contact for visitors. It will accommodate a 140-
seat instructional area and be home to multimedia displays and other interactive exhibits 
portraying the workings of the Macdonald Farm and themes related to agriculture, 
nutrition and food production.

The Alton and Murray McEwen Visitor Hub, which will be the primary 
entrance and welcome station to the Centre and has the broad objective of 

informing and educating visitors about the various education, research and outreach 
activities that take place on Macdonald Campus, and specifically in the Faculty.

The Stewart Brown and Anne Myles Brown Food Transformation Laboratory, which 
will be an active learning classroom and demonstration lab, providing hands-on learning 
opportunities for our current students and professors. 

We are proud to announce our new industry partners, la Fédération des producteurs d’oeufs du Québec 
(FPOQ) and Les producteurs de lait du Québec (PLQ), who have also made major contributions  
supporting the Centre. 

Above left: J. William Ritchie, BSc(Agr)’51 (Photo: Owen Egan); 
Above right: Alton McEwen, BSc(Agr)’66, Murray McEwen, BSc(Agr)’53, DSc’93, and Ross McEwen with Dean Anja Geitmann

Cover conceptual rendition: TK-Visual; Back cover photos courtesy Macdonald Farm-to-School Project. Text: Patrick McDonagh; Chelsea Bell. Design & Layout: Helen Cohen Rimmer



With your support,  we can help thousands of students and 
community members discover the importance of education and 

research in agricultural and environmental sciences. We are inviting 
friends and alumni to support the project and give generously to build 
on the legacy of the Farm for generations to come. 

Construction of the Centre kicked off on August 5, 2019 and is 
projected to be complete in summer 2020. 

For more information on how you can get involved and to receive 
updates on the progress of the project, please contact the Macdonald 
Campus University Advancement Office.

Be part of this exciting venture and  
make a difference for generations to come

University Advancement
Macdonald Campus, McGill University

21,111 Lakeshore Road, Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue, QC H9X 3V9  Canada
514-398-7984  |  development.macdonald@mcgill.ca  |  www.mcgill.ca/macdonald/alumni/giving/CEC

Cover conceptual rendition: TK-Visual; Back cover photos courtesy Macdonald Farm-to-School Project. Text: Patrick McDonagh; Chelsea Bell. Design & Layout: Helen Cohen Rimmer

Ceremonial groundbreaking. L-R: Stephen Rotman, 
Figurr Architects Collective; Dean Anja Geitmann; 
Paul Meldrum, General Manager, Macdonald 
Research Farm; Biagio D’Onofrio, McGill Facilities 
Management and Ancillary Services; Jerome Paquet, 
Devcor (1994). (Photo: Chelsea Bell)

Above: Floor plan of Community Engagement Centre (Figurr Architects Collective)

Left: Conceptual rendition of the Centre (TK-Visual); current construction at the building 
(photo: Paul Meldrum).
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