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A Founder's Day Primer
Artificial Intelligence, Gold Keys and
Award of Excellence for Admin and
Support Staff
 
Industrialization, mechanization, automation and
computerization.  These concepts have helped
shaped our world.  Today, artificial intelligence,
autonomous machine and robots seem poised to
redefine our society.   As is the case with all
technologies, it requires some effort to sort
through what is hype, what is possible, and
importantly, make sure that society reaps the
promised benefits. 
 
David Meger, an Assistant Professor in McGill’s
School of Computer Science & Centre for
Intelligent Machines, will address the question of
what artificial intelligence is and how we are
developing smart autonomous robots that learn as
from their interactions with the world around them.
 
Abhishek Gupta, Founder of the Montreal AI
Ethics Institute, will address the ethical and policy
considerations that arise with the emerging
technology, including concerns about safety and
social inclusivity.
 
For complete event details visit our website.
 
 
À la chasse aux contaminants
alimentaires
 

 
La population est de plus en plus préoccupée par
la présence de contaminants chimiques dans les
aliments et l’eau potable. « Et pour cause, car
l’humain est exposé à un cocktail de milliers de
substances chimiques », affirme Stéphane
Bayen, professeur adjoint au département des
sciences de l’alimentation et de chimie agricole de
l’Université McGill.  La Terre de Chez Nous
 
 
Four Burning Questions for
Professor Emerita Harriet V.
Kuhnlein, Commissioner,
Lancet Report on Obesity

 
Green Chemistry:
The Path Forward
Dr. Paul Anastas
Thursday at 10h30, R2-046
 

 
 
3MT Results
Lister Family Engaged Science
Competition
 

 
There was stiff competition at last week's Lister
Family Engaged Science 3MT Competition.  In the
end, eleven stellar graduate students delivered
riveting pitches to a packed room of supporters,
that included Honours Science students from
John Abbott College.  Congratulations are
extended to all "Mac" 3MT participants. In the
winner's circle this year:   
 
First Place, Anthony Iheonye, Ph.D. candidate
(BRE) - The vigorous shake that could save an
onion
 
Second Place, Emily Curry, Ph.D. candidate
(Para) - Canines and aliens
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Leaders must take a hard line against powerful
commercial interests and rethink global economic
incentives within the food system in order to tackle
the joint pandemics of obesity, undernutrition and
climate change, according to a major new report
by the Lancet Commission on Obesity. A key
recommendation from the Commission is the call
to establish a new global treaty on food systems
to limit the political influence of Big Food. Read
the story McGill Newsroom.  View the report
Lancet Commission on Obesity.
 
 
 
A Different Take on Winter
Scott Pemberton, Field Operations
Manager, Morgan Arboretum
 

 
As winter settles in, the temperatures drop, the
snow piles up and there is a great lull. A
“battening down of the hatches” occurs, so to
speak, and we prepare to endure whatever winter
has in store for us. This endurance manifests itself
in many ways: a Netflix-inspired semi-dormant
retreat into the sofa; for students, the McGill
library and a mountainous workload provide all the
necessary inspiration for hibernation; whereas for
some, enduring winter looks like a plane ticket to
Hawaii. Morgan Arboretum reprinted from
the Baie d'Urfe News & Views.
 
 
Mac Woodsmen Competition a
Success
Kaitlin Koshurba, Recreation
Administrator, Mac Athletics 
 

Third Place, Nicoletta Giulivi, M.Sc. candidate
(AgEc) - Harnessing technologies for agricultural
development in Nepal: The power of information 
 
People's Choice, Marina Nguyen, M.Sc.
candidate (FdSci) - Protecting our food and health
with essential oils
 
 
 D’où proviennent les motifs
dans la nature? 
 

 
Anja Geitmann adore les casse-têtes. Mais
oubliez les après-midis à chercher les bons
morceaux en buvant une tisane : ce sont les
cellules en forme de puzzle à la surface des
feuilles de certaines plantes qui intéressent la
biologiste. « Cette configuration se crée à partir
de cellules assez simples. Regardez la différence
sur 18 heures », dit la doyenne de la Faculté des
sciences de l’agriculture et de l’environnement de
l’Université McGill en montrant des images
captées au microscope dans son
laboratoire. Québec Science
 
 
Yi Zhang awarded prestigious
Association of Commonwealth
Universities (ACU) Blue
Charter Fellowship 
 

 
Ph.D. candidate Yi Zhang of the Department of
Food Science (Simpson) will carry out
collaborative research on producing edible films
from agricultural waste at Ghana’s Kwame
Nkrumah University of Science & Technology
(KNUST).
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McGill’s Woodsmen and Woodswomen had a
great performance on Saturday at the Mac 59th
Annual Woodsmen competition! Our women’s
teams came 2nd and 4th out of 8 teams, while our
men finished 10th and 7th out of 13 teams.
Exceptional performances included Jonathan
Salama-Siroishka’s 1st place finish in the
Chainsaw, Monica Revuelta Albero and Camille
Pion’s 1st place finish in the Quarter Split, Alice
Viala’s 1st place finish in the Pole Climb, Victor
Labelle’s 1st place finish in the Snowshoe race,
Katja Paul-Mercier’s 1st place finish in the Water
Boil, and Danielle Duquette and Andréanne
LaSalle’s 1st place finish in the Standing Block
Chop. View the Gazette photo gallery.
 
 
DHAN Foundation awarded
National Siridhanya Award
 
The DHAN Foundation recently received the
National Siridhanya Award 2019 for ‘Best NGO’ 
by the Department of Agriculture,
Karnataka and IIMR for its work on millets since
2011. This award is recognition of efforts of team
members of DHAN Foundation and its partners -
Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, McGill
University, and many other value chain actors.
 
 

Have an opinion about food on
campus?
NUTR346 students want to hear from
you
 

 
The objective of this survey is to make
recommendations on ways to improve food
nutrition and availability on the Macdonald
Campus.  You can participate in the survey in-
person on Thursday, February 1st in either the MS
or CC Foyer or online. 
 
As with all class assignments - there is a
deadline.  Please complete the on-line survey no
later than Friday, February 1, 2019.
 

February 5th - A lunchtime double-header
 
 

McGill Master Plan for the
Macdonald Campus
Mobile Display, MS Foyer 11h30-14h30
 

 
Come out and view the display and chat with the
McGill's Campus Planning Development Office
team. Information 

Employee Services Fair at Mac
Faculty Lounge, 11h30-13h15
 

 
Thanks to Management Forum for bringing this
event to the Macdonald Campus.  A complete list
of participating Units can be found on the
Management Forum website. 
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