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Growing Canada's
Bioeconomy
 
 

Photo (L-R): Parliamentary Secretary Jean-Claude Poissant,
McGill Vice-Principal (Communications and External
Relations) Louis Arsenault, CEO BiofuelNet Canada Don
Smith, Hon Lawrence MacAulay, Dean Anja Geitmann and
Member of Parliament (Lac St Louis) Francis Scarpaleggia
 
On Monday, Lawrence MacAulay, Minister of
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada was at
Macdonald to announce a federal investment of
up to $7 million to the Biomass Cluster under the
Canadian Agricultural Partnership. The cluster, led
by BiofuelNet Canada ( Don Smith, PltSci), will
include an additional $3.1 million in contributions
from industry, for a total investment of $10.1
million.  Government of Canada News Release. 
 
 
 
Success in Genome Canada
competition
 

 
 
Congratulations to Jianguo Xia ( AnSci/Para),
Guillaume Bourque (Director of Bioinformatics at
the McGill University & Genome Quebec
Innovation Center) and Pierre-Étienne Jacques
(Sherbrooke) awarded $1.1 by Genome Canada
earlier this week. 
 
The team will build on their past success with
existing web-based platforms for human health
‘omics analysis to develop SystemsAnalyst, a
new-generation computational platform integrating
resources from Compute Canada and public cloud
with the latest visual analytics technologies. Their
goal is to develop a powerful one-stop shop to
enable efficient, transparent, and reproducible

 
Congratulations Ann Gossage!
Winner of 2019 Macdonald Campus
Award of Excellence for Administrative
and Support Staff
 
 

Photo: Owen Egan
 
“At McGill, we are privileged to have such a
wonderful, dedicated and talented staff. Thus, it is
a challenge to narrow it down who to nominate for
awards like this,” said Brian Driscoll, Chair of the
Department of Natural Resource Sciences.
“Regardless, the one person I felt most deserving
was Ann Gossage… The reason why things work
so smoothly [in the Departments of Natural
Resource Sciences and Animal Science] is that
Ann administers both Departments. Read
Founder's Day: A Celebration of all that is Mac in
the McGill Reporter.
 
 
An out of the world experience
for BRE student Christopher
Patterson
 

Photo: Arno Rogg
 
During a summer internship in California’s Lava
Beds National Monument, Christopher
Patterson, a second- year student in Bioresource
Engineering, worked as a Research Assistant for
ATiLT (Astrobiology Training in Lava Tubes).
 
“By studying naturally protective formations like
lava tubes and other potentially habitable
locations, I have become aware of the incredible
opportunities that lie beyond our world not only for
myself, but for humanity as a whole,” says
Patterson.
 
Patterson’s participation in the ATiLT project was
made possible by funding from the Bieler Family
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analysis of large amounts of data to support
systems metabolomics and multi-omics data
integration. Genome Canada Press Release. 
Learn more about the research project.
 
 
Mac Farm takes
top honours for milk quality
 

Photo credit: Éric Lajeunesse
  

The Macdonald Campus Farm is one of 16 dairy
farms (out of 3290 Agropur members in QC, ON,
NB, NS and NL) to receive top honours from
Agropur for milk quality and has been inducted
into the Agropur Excellence Club. Congratulations
to all farm staff including Chantal Charette and
Natasha Lapointe pictured here with Céline
Delhaes of Agropur.  Read more Viva Media 
 
 
First Agora Lecture a
Resounding Success
By Maude Dagenais, Ph.D. candidate,
Institute of Parasitology
 

 
 
 
“Is it possible that just making unsustainable
process systems a little bit less bad, a little bit
more efficient, a little bit more material- and
energy-productive, is not going to get us on a
sustainable trajectory? Is it possible that what we
need to be thinking about is the inherent nature,
the qualitative nature of the material and energy
that we use?”
 
The Agora Speaker Series launched on Thursday,
January 31st, with the “Father of Green
Chemistry," Dr. Paul Anastas. The room filled up
quickly and people were not disappointed,
Professor Anastas delivered an inspiring and
thought-provoking talk on the path towards
sustainability, which led to a lively discussion and
question period. 
 
The Agora Speaker Series will be hosting one
event per semester, stay tuned for our next guest!
 
 

Internship Program.  Read More McGill Giving. 
 
 
 
Opinion : Nutrition - Adapter le
guide alimentaire aux besoins
des aînés
Stéphanie Chevalier et Nancy Presse,
Diététistes-Nutritionnistes, et Quatre autres
signataires
 

 
 
“Nous saluons la parution du nouveau Guide
alimentaire canadien pour son virage résolument
moderne et son approche davantage axée sur la
qualité et les comportements alimentaires sains.
Nous sommes cependant préoccupées par
certaines recommandations aux aînés et ce
faisant, ajoutons notre voix à celle de Louise
Lambert-Lagacé qui s’est exprimée récemment
dans vos pages.” Read full article in  La Presse+
 
 
Démystifier les hormones de
croissance
 

 
"Les publicités de certains restaurateurs, qui
affirment que leur viande bovine est meilleure
pour la santé parce qu’elle ne contient pas
d’hormones de croissance, sont trompeuses,"
soutient fermement Joe Schwarcz, directeur de
l’Organisation pour la science et la société de
l’Université McGill. Read full article in La Terre de
Chez Nous.
 
 
 
Applications Open for Summer
2019 Undergraduate Student
Research Awards (USRA) 
 
These highly competitive programs are intended
to stimulate interest in research in the natural
sciences and engineering, and the pursuit of
research careers in these fields.   Recipients
engage in a research and development activity
under the supervision of a professor holding
research funding. It is an opportunity to gain
research experience in an academic setting while
receiving financial support to do so.  
 
Three competitions will run in the Faculty this
summer: The Natural Sciences and Engineering
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McGill Master Plan for the
Macdonald Campus

 Community Briefing
Friday, February 15th @ 12h30, Faculty
Lounge
 
You have all had an opportunity to visit the
Campus Planning and Development Office
(CPDO) mobile display.  Now is your chance to
come and learn what the plan is all about and ask
your questions. CPDO's Community Briefing will
take place this Friday, February 15th from
12h30-13h30 in the Faculty Lounge. We look
forward to seeing you all there. Dessert will be
served.
 
 
Eat with Us: A Community
Fundraiser for
the Montreal Diet Dispensary
 

 
Students in the School of Human Nutrition will
host a Community Fundraiser Lunch for the
Montreal Diet Dispensary (Dispensaire diététique
de Montréal) on March 20th, and they would love
to see you there.  Tickets and Info.
 

Research Council (NSERC) Awards, the Brown-
Martlet Award and the Rudi Dallenbach Award. 
 
Complete eligibility requirements for each
program, application instructions/forms as well as
a list of eligible professors may be found on the
Research Office website. 
 
 
Nominations open for
Macdonald Campus Award for
Teaching Excellence
 
The Faculty of Agricultural and Environmental
Sciences has a tradition of recognizing
outstanding teachers through the Award for
Teaching Excellence. Separate from the course
evaluation process, the committee is interested in
soliciting written nominations for this award. In
particular, the Faculty wishes to honour teachers
who present course material in an effective and
stimulating manner.  Innovative teaching methods
and the ability to enhance lecture material with
field trips, laboratory exercises, and practical
applications are also worthy of recognition.   The
deadline for nomination is February 27, 2019.
Complete details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events
 
 

To view our events please visit the Faculty website. 
To request that an event be added to the calendar, please contact our Webmaster 

 

Macdonald Connections for Faculty and Staff is published on Wednesdays
FALL 2018 (September 1-December 5),  WINTER 2019 (January 9- April 10)
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