
Linguistics 635: Phonology 4 Winter 2023
Linguistics 735: Seminar in Phonology
Tues/Thurs, 10.05–11:25, Linguistics 117

Instructor MORGAN SONDEREGGER

morgan.sonderegger@mcgill.ca
1085 Dr. Penfield, 227
Office hours: By appointment

1 Overview
This course covers sound change, a broad topic at the intersection of phonetics, phonology, sociolinguistics,
historical linguistics, and acquisition, which has grown into its own research area over the past ∼25 years. We
will begin with a broad survey of this area (Part 1: Weeks 1–7), then turn to individual topics of current/recent
research (Part 2: Weeks 8–12).

The following is a general overview of the course. A detailed schedule with readings and assignment dates is
available on McGill’s OneDrive at bit.ly/ling635-735-W2023. Please check regularly for updates.

Weeks Topic

1 Introduction and landscape
2–3 Types of sound change

Jan. 31 No class (MS traveling)
4–5 Where sound changes: learner, society
6–7 Sound change and grammar: phonetics, phonology, and beyond

Study break

8–12 Topics: one per week
13 Final project presentations

Note: ‘Week 1’ is the week of Jan. 10 and 12 classes. Week 13 includes a make-up day for Jan. 5.

2 Prerequisites
Phonology 3 and Phonetics 3, or permission from the instructor

3 Logistics
Course website: On Piazza—please make sure you have access to this, as well as the myCourses page.

Materials: Readings will be made available electronically. In addition to articles and book chapters, we will
read much of J. Salmons’ Sound Change (Oxford University Press: 2022), which is available as an e-book
through McGill’s library.

Handouts/slides: To save paper, I will post any handouts and slides online, but will not print out any copies.



4 Course structure
The course consists of two parts (described above), survey (Part 1) and topics (Part 2), which are structured
differently. The structure and the roles students play will be described in more detail in class, but include the
following components which are referred to in Evaluation:

• Forum post: For most classes, a subset of students will write posts on the discussion forum which engage
substantially with the readings and give directions for discussion in class.

• Summary presentation: Most classes in Part 1 will start with a short presentation (∼10 min max) by one
student summarizing the day’s readings, to make sure we have a common basis for discussion.

• Jigsaw classes: In these classes, groups of students will read different papers and come together in class
to present and discuss.

• Note taking: In Part 1 classes, one student will be a designated note-taker for the discussion. After class,
their cleaned-up notes will be uploaded to a shared document, and references mentioned in the notes
added to a shared bibliography.

• Topic presentation: Each topic (one week) in Part 2 will begin with a presentation (∼30 min max) by an
individual or small group, covering all of that week’s materials—details TBA.

5 Evaluation
635 students will receive a letter grade; 735 will be graded as pass/fail.

Participation (25% for 635, 75% for 735)
• All students are expected to engage in each day’s discussion, and contribute to the group’s understanding

of the material. This entails doing all required readings.
• If you are having trouble participating actively, please talk to me to discuss ways to make visible your

involvement.
• If you are having trouble doing the readings in a reasonable amount of time or feel generally lost, please

contact me.
• The participation grade includes in-class participation, any Piazza posts besides your forum posts (e.g.

responding to others’ forum posts, and note taking.
• Your grade will be based both on the quality and quantity of your contributions. (I’ll explain more what

I mean in class.) I will give written feedback on your participation, as well as your forum posts, during
the semester.

Forum posts (12% for 635, 15% for 735)
• Sign up for forum posts in the detailed schedule.
• Posts should be made by 6 PM the night before class.

Presentations (12% for 635, 10% for 735)
• Summary presentation
• Group presentations in jigsaw classes
• (635 only) Topic presentation, solo or in a group of two.

Homeworks (15% for 635, 0% for 735)
• There will be three homeworks.
• Homework 3 tentatively includes a final project outline.

Final project (36% for 635, 0% for 735)
• More details will be given later in term.
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• Preliminarily: your final project should be a theoretical, empirical, and/or quantitative study related
to sound change, broadly construed, and should be at least 10–15 pages (single spaced, not including
references).

• This includes a presentation in the last week of class.

6 Class policies and university regulations
McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the meaning and consequences
of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary
Procedures. See McGill’s guide to academic honesty for more information.

In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Student Rights, students in this course have the right to submit
in English or in French written work that is to be graded. This does not apply to courses in which acquiring
proficiency in a language is one of the objectives.

As the instructor of this course I endeavor to provide an inclusive learning environment. However, if you
experience barriers to learning in this course, do not hesitate to discuss them with me and/or the Student
Accessibility and Achievement office.

© Instructor-generated course materials (e.g., slides, handouts, conference materials, assignments, quizzes,
exam questions, answer keys, etc.) are protected by law and may not be copied or distributed in any form or in
any medium without explicit permission of the instructor. Note that infringements of copyright can be subject
to follow up by the University under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures.

McGill University is on land which has long served as a site of meeting and exchange amongst Indigenous
peoples, including the Haudenosaunee and Anishinabeg nations. I acknowledge and thank the diverse Indigenous
people whose footsteps have marked this territory on which peoples of the world now gather.
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https://www.mcgill.ca/secretariat/files/secretariat/code_of_student_conduct_and_disciplinary_procedures.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/secretariat/files/secretariat/code_of_student_conduct_and_disciplinary_procedures.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest
https://www.mcgill.ca/access-achieve/
https://www.mcgill.ca/access-achieve/
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