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LING	630	Phonetics	3	
Winter	2023	

	
	
Time:		 	 	Wed	2:35-5:25,	Linguistics	Room	117	
Instructor:		 	Dr.	Meghan	Clayards	
E-mail:		 	meghan.clayards@mcgill.ca	
Office:				 	2001	McGill	College,	8th	floor	room	819/room	201	in	Linguistics	
Office	Hours:			Mondays	10-11am	in	room	201	
	
Course	Topic:	An	introduction	to	phonetic	research	
	
Course	Description:	
My	goal	for	this	course	is	to	give	you	a	solid	grounding	in	acoustic	phonetics	and	to	introduce	
you	 to	 important	questions	and	 issues	 in	 the	 field	with	regards	 to	speech	production	and	
perception.	We	may	work	with	data	in	class	so	it	will	be	good	to	have	a	laptop	or	plan	to	work	
with	a	friend.	This	class	will	depend	on	good	discussions	and	that	requires	your	participation.	
Some	people	find	it	easier	to	share	their	thoughts	in	person	while	others	find	it	easier	to	write	
them	out.	For	this	reason,	there	will	be	two	kinds	of	participation,	in	online	discussion	posts	
and	in	class.		
	
Method	of	Evaluation	
Type	 Weight	
myCourses	discussion	board	posts	 10%	
Participation	in	class	discussion	 10%	
Homework	assignments	 50%	
Final	project	 30%	
	
	
Discussion	board:	 Each	week	 (starting	 in	week	3)	 you	 should	post	 something	 about	 the	
readings	or	in	class	discussion	that	week	(10	weeks	total)	by	the	end	of	the	week.	To	get	full	
marks	you	should	post	one	thought	or	question	of	your	own	and	one	response	to	someone	
else’s	each	week.	You	can	of	course	post	more	if	you	want!	
	
Participation:	You	are	expected	to	have	read	all	the	required	readings	and	to	contribute	to	
the	class	discussion.	Asking	questions	including	for	clarification	is	also	a	way	to	contribute	to	
everyone’s	understanding,	even	if	the	question	seems	obvious.	Some	students	will	have	very	
little	background	on	the	topic	so	you	will	not	be	the	only	one	who	needs	clarification.		
	
Homework	Assignments:	Throughout	the	term	there	will	be	some	homework	assignments	
that	will	require	you	to	do	acoustic	analysis	of	some	data.	Feel	free	to	work	together,	science	
is	 collaborative!	Working	 together	 is	 both	more	 fun	 and	 a	more	productive	way	 to	 learn.	
However	 it	 is	 up	 to	 you	 to	 make	 sure	 that	 you	 understand	 what	 you	 are	 doing	 and	
demonstrate	that	to	me	in	your	write	up.	Everyone	must	write	up	their	work	on	their	own.	
Submission	 should	 be	 electronic	 through	 the	myCourses	website.	 Feedback	will	 be	 given	
online	through	the	myCourses	website.	Assignments	are	due	by	the	end	of	the	day	on	the	due	
date.	If	an	assignment	is	late	you	need	to	meet	with	me	to	convince	me	that	I	should	accept	it.		
	
Final	project	(due	April	20th):	At	the	end	of	the	course	I	would	like	you	to	take	something	
from	the	class	and	take	it	one	step	further.	You	should	motivate	and	propose	a	project	based	
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on	the	readings	we	did	or	on	the	data	we	worked	with.	This	should	be	relatively	short	(2	
pages	single	spaced)	which	is	just	enough	space	for	you	to	transmit	(and	motivate)	an	idea.	
An	example	would	be	to	take	one	of	the	papers	we	read	and	to	work	out	a	prediction	that	the	
authors	might	make	for	a	different	language/context/task	that	some	competing	theory	would	
not	make,	and	to	propose	a	way	to	test	this.	Another	example	would	be	to	take	something	
observed	in	the	data	we	worked	with	and	to	think	about	what	it	tells	us	about	a	question	or	
theory	in	phonetics	and	explain	what	one	would	have	to	do	to	explore	this	further.	Please	
discuss	your	ideas	with	me	so	I	can	help	you.	You	will	be	graded	on	clarity,	well-grounded-
ness	and	originality	of	your	proposal.		
	
Note	on	Grading:	As	this	is	a	graduate	class	for	any	given	assignment	or	other	evaluation,	if	
you	meet	my	expectations	you	will	generally	receive	the	equivalent	to	an	A-	grade	(this	means	
you	did	your	job).	An	A	grade	will	be	given	if	you	do	an	excellent	job.	A	grade	lower	that	A-	
means	 that	 something	 was	 lacking.	 I	 will	 give	 feedback	 using	 a	 rubric	 to	 efficiently	
communicate	 the	 strengths	 and	weaknesses	of	 your	work.	 If	 you	would	 like	more	details	
please	schedule	a	meeting	and	I	will	be	happy	to	go	over	things.		
	
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
McGill Policy Statements 
 
INTEGRITY: McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the meaning 
and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code of Student Conduct and 
Disciplinary Procedures (seewww.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ for more information). 
 
COURSE WORK IN FRENCH: In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this 
course have the right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded.		
	
COPYRIGHT: Instructor generated course materials (e.g., handouts, notes, summaries, exam questions, etc.) are 
protected by law and may not be copied or distributed in any form or in any medium without explicit permission of 
the instructor. Note that infringements of copyright can be subject to follow up by the University under the Code of 
Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures.  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Partial	Schedule	(subject	to	change)	
	
weeks	1-2	

Basic	acoustic	phonetics	
Readings	

• Johnson,	K.	(2003)	Acoustic	and	Auditory	Phonetics.	This	edition	is	available	in	pdf	
but	you	can	use	any	of	the	more	recent	editions	as	well.		

• week	1,	roughly	Chapters	1		(Basic	acoustics	and	filters)	
• week	2,	roughly	Chapters	5	and	6	(voicing,	resonance	vowels	and	formants,	source	

filter	theory)	and	Chapters	7	and	8	(stops	and	fricatives)	
	
	
weeks	3-4	

More	advance	acoustic	phonetics	
Readings		

• Handbook	of	Phonetic	Sciences	Ch	3	Acoustic	Phonetics	(Harrington)	
• week	3,	roughly	to	the	end	of	section	2	
• week	4,	sections	3-5	
	

Homework	1:	Acoustic	phonetics	due	Jan	31	


