
LING 520 - Sociolinguistics 2  - McGill U. – Winter 2018 - Prof. C. Boberg 
 

NB: McGill University values academic integrity.  Therefore all students must understand the meaning and 
consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the code of student conduct and 
disciplinary procedures (see www.mcgill.ca/integrity for more information).  Also note that, in accord with McGill 
University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have the right to submit in English or in French any 
written work that is to be graded. 
 

Course Outline for LING 520 (Sociolinguistics 2) 
 
Content: This course will provide you with an intensive, advanced-level survey of correlational 
SOCIOLINGUISTICS -- the study of socially conditioned variation in language; that is, how 
linguistic structure and behavior are affected by social factors such as age, sex, social class and 
speech style.  The focus of the course will be on both theory and practice.  A survey of some of 
the most influential primary literature in the field, including the seminal work of William Labov, 
will trace the evolution of sociolinguistic theory and methodology since the 1950s, while a field 
project will give you a chance to apply your knowledge to the design, implementation and 
analysis of a sociolinguistic research project. 
 
Instructional method and technology policy: This class involves traditional teaching methods, 
including lectures and class discussion; it does not include an on-line component.  Regular 
attendance in class and good note-taking are therefore encouraged, as is reading assigned articles 
and/or textbook chapters before the class in which they will be discussed.  Laptops and voice 
recorders are permitted, but photography is not.  Use of laptops and other electronic devices must 
be appropriate to and respectful of the classroom environment: recreational use of the internet 
during class is inappropriate and distracting for other students.  Cell phones should be turned off 
and put away during class.   
 
Time/Place: Tues/Thurs, 10:05-11:25 p.m., in Room 002, Linguistics Bldg (1085 Dr. Penfield). 
 
Instructor: Prof. Charles Boberg.  Office: 1085 Dr. Penfield, #223.  E-mail (always best): 

charles.boberg@mcgill.ca.  Tel.: (514) 398-4869. 
 
Access to the instructor: You are encouraged to e-mail me if you have questions or concerns 

about the course or about other advising matters.  If required, an in-person meeting can be 
scheduled by e-mail.  If you have brief comments or questions, you are also welcome to talk 
to me after class. 
 

Prerequisite: LING 320 (Sociolinguistics 1) or permission of instructor.  LING 330 (Phonetics) 
is also recommended but not required. 

 
Level of difficulty: As a 500-level course, Sociolinguistics 2 assumes a solid knowledge of 

linguistic theory and analysis, and especially of phonemic analysis and phonetic transcription, 
which will help in understanding the material we will read.  Students without this background 
may face significant difficulties in this course.  Prospective students are also advised that the 
course involves a large amount of fairly difficult reading, as well as a major independent 
research project (see below).  Success in the course therefore requires a high level of 
dedication and discipline, as well as ability.  If you feel your interest in the subject is only 
casual and you have doubts about your motivation to keep up with the readings and work, you 
are strongly encouraged to choose a different course. 
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Required textbook: William Labov.  1972.  Sociolinguistic Patterns.  Philadelphia: University 
of Pennsylvania Press.  (Available at McGill Bookstore or on reserve at library.) 

 
Required supplementary readings in course pack available at McGill Bookstore: 
 

Fischer, J.L. 1958. Social influences on the choice of a linguistic variant. Word 14:47-56. 
Cheshire, J. 1978. Present tense verbs in Reading English.  In P. Trudgill (ed.), 

Sociolinguistic Patterns in British English. London: Edward Arnold, 52-68.  
Kroch, A. 1978. Toward a theory of social dialect variation. Language in Society 7:17-36. 
Labov, W. 1980. The social origins of sound change. In W. Labov (ed.), Locating 

Language in Time and Space. New York: Academic Press, 251-65. 
Eckert, P. 1989. The whole woman: sex and gender differences in variation. Language 

Variation and Change 1:245-67. 
Labov, W. 1990. The intersection of sex and social class in the course of linguistic change.  

Language Variation and Change 2:205-54. 
Wagner, S.E.  2012.  Real-time evidence for age grad(ing) in late adolescence.  Language 

Variation and Change 24: 179–202. [available separately from instructor] 
Bell, A. 1984. Language style as audience design. Language in Society 13:145-204. 
Laferriere, M. 1979. Ethnicity in phonological variation and change. Language 55:603-17. 
Boberg, C.  2004.  Ethnic patterns in the phonetics of Montreal English.  Journal of 

Sociolinguistics 8/4: 538-568. [available separately from instructor] 
Milroy, J. and L. Milroy 1978. Belfast: change and variation in an urban vernacular. In P. 

Trudgill (ed.), Sociolinguistic Patterns in British English. London: Edward Arnold, 19-
36. 

Eckert, P.  2007.  Variation and the indexical field.  Journal of Sociolinguistics 12/4: 453-
476. 

 
Evaluation: First midterm exam  20%  Research project (oral) 10% 
  Second midterm exam  20%  Research project (written) 50% 
 
Research project: an original investigation of a social or stylistic difference in English or 
another language, involving at least one linguistic variable in at least two socially defined groups 
(with at least ten participants in each group), which you conceive, carry out, analyze and write up 
yourself or in a group of students, in consultation with the instructor.  Examples of socially 
defined groups would be older vs. younger people; men vs. women; or people with different 
occupations or levels of education; examples of stylistically defined data sets would be people 
reading a prepared text vs. speaking to their friends, or speaking to different people on different 
occasions.  You are strongly encouraged to seek the instructor’s approval of your project before 
you begin working on it.  For basic advice on topics, consult the separate document, “Guidelines 
for Planning Research Projects” (circulated by e-mail).  If you are thinking about doing a socio-
phonetics project, see the separate handout “How to Do a Socio-phonetics Project” (also via e-
mail). In addition to a written report of at least ten pages, for which you will be given detailed 
guidelines later in the term, you must present your project orally to the class. 

You may work on your project either alone or with other students in a group.  You should 
not feel pressured to work with others if you prefer working alone, but working with one or more 
classmates can have advantages, like the ability to collect more data than you can collect on your 
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own, pooling complementary skills in research and writing, and motivational reinforcement.  
Group work can be limited to data collection, with each member writing a separate report on a 
common set of data, or may involve joint analysis and/or write-up as well: it is up to you to 
negotiate the nature and extent of your collaboration with the other member(s) of your group.  If 
a group report is submitted, all group members will receive the same grade. 

Prospective students are advised that a successful research project for this class typically 
requires substantial and sustained effort and time commitment.  Unlike some term papers, it 
cannot be effectively carried out during the final weeks of the term.  It therefore requires good 
time management skills.  For instance, many students use the study break to collect their data, 
which means having a topic selected, elicitation materials prepared and participants identified 
before the break.  It is therefore recommended that you use the first two weeks of class, before 
the add/drop deadline, to think carefully about a topic and method for your project, so that you 
can begin working on it by the third week.  If you cannot think of an appropriate topic or method 
before the add/drop deadline, you should consider dropping the class, as it will be very difficult 
to do well in this course without an effective research project, even if you do well on the exams. 
 
Policy on submission of written work: Because of a McGill regulation that major evaluation 
components cannot be scheduled during the last two weeks of term, in order to give you the full 
term in which to write your research project reports, they will be due, in hard copy, on the day 
after the end of regular classes, as indicated below, by 5:00 p.m.  Because there is no class on 
that day, the report should be placed in the assignment drop-off box in the outer office of the 
Linguistics Department (1085 Dr. Penfield, Room 111), which normally closes at 4:30 p.m.  
Departmental office staff will date-stamp all submissions received by the end of each day and 
deliver them to me.  However, in order to prevent unforeseen complications and ensure timely 
delivery, though I cannot require it, I recommend that you plan to submit your paper to me 
personally on the last day of class, even if doing so will not earn you extra credit and not doing 
so will not carry a penalty.  No matter how you choose to deliver your paper, students are 
reminded that ensuring effective and timely delivery of written material to the instructor is the 
responsibility of the student, not of the instructor or any third party. Extensions to the deadline 
will not be granted except in cases of legitimate, unanticipated and properly documented medical 
emergency or other serious incapacity.  Electronic submission is not acceptable except under the 
same circumstances and by special permission.  Late submissions will be penalized 10% per day, 
including weekends.  If you have any questions or concerns about meeting the deadline or about 
other aspects of your project, you are encouraged to consult the instructor as early as possible. 
 
 
Tentative schedule of lectures, readings, assignments and exams: see next page. 
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Tentative schedule of lectures, assignments and exams: 
 

Date Day Lecture topic/Exam Readings due, etc. 
01.09 TU Introduction (review of course outline, etc.).  
01.11 TH Review of general sociolinguistic theory Fischer 1958 
01.16 TU Classic studies: Labov M.V. ('63) Labov 1972 Ch.1 
01.18 TH Classic studies: Labov NYC ('66) Labov 1972 Ch. 2 
01.23 TU Labov NYC, continued; project planning  
01.25 TH Social class and linguistic variation Labov Chs. 4, 5 
01.30 TU Vernacular culture Cheshire 1978 
02.01 TH The social origins of language change Kroch 1978 
02.06 TU The social origins of language change Labov 1980 
02.08 TH FIRST MIDTERM EXAM MIDTERM 1 
02.13 TU Sex and gender and linguistic variation Eckert 1989 
02.15 TH Sex and gender and linguistic variation Labov 1990 
02.20 TU Age and linguistic variation: change in progress Labov 1972 Ch. 7 
02.22 TH Age and linguistic variation: change in progress Wagner 2012 
02.27 TU Style and addressee effect in linguistic variation Labov 1972 Ch. 3 
03.01 TH Style and addressee effect in linguistic variation Bell 1984 
03.05-
03.09 

M-F No class: STUDY BREAK BREAK 

03.13 TU Ethnicity and linguistic variation Laferriere 1979 
03.15 TH Ethnicity and the phonetics of Montreal English Boberg 2004 
03.20 TU Social networks and linguistic variation; current 

sociolinguistics and the “Third Wave”. 
Milroy & Milroy 
1978; Eckert 2007 

03.22 TH Explaining sociolinguistic variation Labov 1972 Ch. 9 
03.27 TU Overview Labov 1972 Ch. 8 
03.29 TH SECOND MIDTERM EXAM MIDTERM 2 
04.03 TU Student project presentations  
04.05 TH Student project presentations  
04.10 TU Student project presentations  
04.12 TH Student project presentations  
04.13 F (No class; see above.) RESEARCH 

PROJECTS DUE 
 


