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LING 330 Phonetics 
Winter	2021	–	MWF	9:35-10:25am	EST,	online	

 
 

Instructor Dr. Meghan Clayards 
E-mail meghan.clayards@mgill.ca 
Office hours for students TBD or by appointment 

 
TA  Connie Ting 
E-mail connie.ting@mcgill.ca 
Office hours for students TBD or by appointment 

 
Course Overview 
Transcription, identification, and production of speech sounds. Introduction to the acoustic properties of 
speech sounds, acoustic analysis of speech, and auditory phonetics.  
 
Prerequisites 
Ling 201 or permission of the instructor 
 
Learning Outcomes 
- Learn to classify and transcribe speech sounds used in the world’s languages 
- Learn to generate and interpret waveforms and spectrograms  
- Become familiar with the articulatory and acoustic aspects of speech 
- Get hands-on analysis experience with phonetic data 

 
Instructional Method 
Lectures and in class-activities with the instructor will be held Mondays and Wednesdays sychronously 
over zoom, see myCourses for the link (also Fridays January 8 and 15). Lectures will be recorded and 
available on myCourses. The teaching assistant will have further activities including hands-on work with 
the phonetics program Praat in conferences on Fridays (starting the third week). These will be held live 
over zoom and not recorded. Students will also learn through homework assignments and labs where 
they will collect and analyze their own data.  
 
MyCourses will be used to share additional information as well as for quizzes.  
	
Required Course Materials 

Textbook (available at bookstore, two on course reserve at Humanities and Social Sciences Library): 
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Ladefoged, P., & Johnson, K (2015) A Course in Phonetics (7th Edition). Cengage (Nelson) 
 

Audio files, interactive quizzes and supplemental information can be found online: 
https://corpus.linguistics.berkeley.edu/acip/ 

 
You will also need to download Praat for doing phonetic analysis: 

http://www.fon.hum.uva.nl/praat/ 
	

Tentative Course Schedule (subject to change): 
Lectures Topic Chapter # 

1 Introduction  

2-4 Articulation and acoustics 1 

5-6 Phonology and phonetic 
transcriptions 

2 

7-9 English consonants 3 

10-12 English vowels 4 

13-14 English words and 
sentences 

5 

15-16 Airstream and phonation 
types 

6 

17-19 Consonants of the world 7 

20-24 Acoustic Phonetics 8 

25-26 Vowels of the world 9 

27 Tone and intonation 10 

28 Review  

 

Method of Evaluation 
Quizzes 10%  
Homework assignments 20% 
Labs 30%  
Take home exam 40%  

 
Due Dates (subject to change) 

 Available Due Date  
Quizzes 10 weekly quizzes 

starting in the week of 
January 25 

Fridays at 8am 10% total 

HMWK 1 January 17 January 22 10% 
Lab 1 January 31 February 5 10% 
HMWK 2 February 14 February 19 10% 
Lab 2 March 7 March 12 10% 
Lab 3 March 21 March 26 10% 
Take-home exam 72 hours before 

deadline 
TBD 40% 
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Course rules and procedures 
Conferences 
Starting in week 3 (January 22), Friday sessions will be held as conferences run by a TA. There will be two 
conferences to choose from. To determine which conference you will attend, you must sign up on 
Minerva. Sign up will be available after the second week. Once you have signed up for one section, you 
cannot switch to another. An effort will be made to divide the students evenly between sections. This 
means that once a section has a certain number of students, no more students will be accepted into that 
section. 
 
 
Attendance  
You are responsible for the material covered in conferences and lectures. Lectures will be recorded for 
those who are not able to attend at the regular time.  
 
Office hours and appointments  
The instructor’s office hours will be every week starting January 11. TA office hours will be held every 
week starting the week of January 18. Office hours will be held in gather.town: 
https://gather.town/app/GZIFG1fH4zgW13sQ/Clayards_office_hours. Gather.town is a virtual space that 
you don’t need an account to use. When you enter the space you will have an avatar who can interact 
with others in the space through video just like in zoom. The space includes a desk for the instructor and 
up to 3 students to meet privately, meaning anyone not at the desk cannot hear the conversation. There 
is a waiting area for others, and some private meeting spaces for students. If someone is at the desk with 
the instructor please wait in one of the other areas until the instructor is free.  
 
Outside of office hours, students are encouraged to send content-related questions by e-mail to their TA. 
If you wish to meet with the TA or the instructor outside of scheduled office hours, you can ask for 
individual appointments and generally these can be arranged.  
 
Tutors  
If you feel that you need more individual attention, we encourage you to contact either the Student 
Tutorial Service (398-6011) or SLUM (the undergraduate linguistics student association: 
slum.linguistics@mail.mcgill.ca). Of course, it is understood that tutors help with the content of the 
course but do not help directly with assignments. Make sure that your tutor knows what is being covered 
in the course this term since the content can change from term to term.  
 
Email  
You can expect your TA and instructor to respond to your e-mail questions and comments. However, 
please do not expect instant responses. We may not respond outside of regular working hours. Students 
often find that the discussions on the MyCourses website helpful but this will not be monitored by the 
instructor or TA.  
 
Homework assignments  
Homework Assignments must be done individually. They will be announced in class and on MyCourses, 
and posted on MyCourses. They should be submitted electronically on myCourses. See the following note 
on Rules regarding assignments, labs, and exam. See FAQs for students using myCourses: Assignments 
 
Labs  
You are encouraged to work in groups. A group may contain a maximum of three students. A group 
should hand in a single lab report with all group members’ names and student numbers on it – all group 
members will receive the same grade for the lab. See the following note on Rules regarding assignments, 
labs, and exam. Lab will be submitted online through MyCourses. See FAQs for students using myCourses: 
Assignments 
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Quizzes  
Ten short quizzes will be available on MyCourses, to be completed within a 48 hours period.  
 
Exam  
The final exam will be a take home exam.  
 
Late or missed assignments, labs, or exams  
No make-up assignments, labs, or quizes will be given to anyone who does not have a certified medical 
excuse or documented family emergency. We must be notified (preferably by e-mail) within 24 hours of a 
missed assignment, lab or quiz. According to Senate regulations, instructors are not permitted to make 
special arrangements for final exams. Please consult the Calendar, section 3.7, General University 
Information and Regulations. (See http://www.mcgill.ca/student-records/exam/regulations for more 
information on final and deferred exams.)  
 
In the absence of a medical certificate or analogous circumstances, late submission of assignments 
(homework and lab reports) will be accepted but with 50% subtracted if submitted within 24h of the 
deadline. You have one free late-pass which you may use to turn in one of your assignments 24 hours 
late; we do not need to know the reason, but in order to use your late pass, you must let your TA and 
instructor know you are using it by email. Once this pass has been used, late work cannot be accepted for 
a grade without a documented medical excuse and notification within 24 hours after the original due 
date.  
 
Any problem with grading on an assignment/lab/quiz must be reported within one week of when the 
assignment, lab, or test was returned.  
 
Academic integrity  
McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the meaning and 
consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the code of student conduct 
and disciplinary procedures (see www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ for more information).  
L’université McGill attache une haute importance a` l’honnêteté acadèmique. Il incombe par conséquent 
à tous les étudiants de comprendre ce que l’on entend par tricherie, plagiat et autres infractions 
acadèmiques, ainsi que les consèquences que peuvent avoir de telles actions, selon le Code de conduite 
de l’étudiant et des procdéures disciplinaires (pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le 
site www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ ).  
 
Right to submit in French  
In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students Rights, students in this course have the right to 
submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded.  
Conformément à la Charte des droits de l’étudiant de l’Université McGill, chaque étudiant a le droit de 
soumettre en français ou en anglais tout travail écrit devant être note (sauf dans le cas des cours dont l’un 
des objets est la maîtrise d’une langue).  
 
Copyright: Instructor-generated course materials  
Instructor-generated course materials (e.g., slides, handouts, conference materials, assignments, quizzes, 
exam questions, answer keys, etc.) are protected by law and may not be copied or distributed in any form 
or in any medium without explicit permission of the instructor. Note that infringements of copyright can 
be subject to follow up by the University under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures.  


