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The distribution of EPP effects in the world's languages is famously uneven; we 
find them in languages like English and French, but they seem to be absent in 
languages like Spanish and Italian.  The point of this talk will be to develop a 
theory to predict the distribution of EPP effects from independently observable 
properties of languages, having to do with verbal morphology and the placement 
of stress in the verb.  The proposal is part of a research program that seeks to 
provide deeper explanations for syntactic phenomena by allowing the syntax to 
make more extensive reference to phonology than we are used to. Part of the 
goal of the talk will be to explore the consequences the proposal has for our 
understanding of the interface between syntax and phonology. 
 


