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In response to the opportunities created by technology and digital scholarship, many North American 

university libraries are seeking to extend their mission to support research by creating Research 

Commons. Research Commons are spaces for gathering, connecting, and accessing support for the 

research processes, such as assistance in undertaking dissertation research, data support, and advanced 

writing assistance.  Research Commons also include spaces, support, and equipment for integrating 

technology into teaching and research. Names used for similar spaces in libraries include: scholarly, 

learning, and knowledge commons. 

Although learning and knowledge commons are often developed with both undergraduate and graduate 

students in mind, Research Commons typically focus on the particular needs of researchers including 

faculty, graduate students and senior undergraduates. While most Research Commons are physically 

located in the library, services are offered from a broad range of partners in universities that can include 

but is not limited to:  Teaching and Learning units, Information and Technology units, and Writing 

Centres.

Typical components: 

 Video/recording rooms 

 Presentation space 

 Flexible seating 

 Collaborative equipment 

 Group learning/teaching spaces 

 Oversized and/or interactive displays 

 Whiteboard/writeable walls 

Typical services: 

 Software training/support 

 Scanning/printing/digitization 

 Technology workshops/support 

 Data workshops/ support 

 ePublishing & copyright support 

 Presentation & colloquia hosting 

 Writing & research support 
 

Recent trends include adding a faculty component (for example a faculty teaching centre) as well as 

virtual components (portals and virtual environments) to the Research Commons.  

Many Research Commons have shared management among the partner service providers and/or an 

advisory board.   Assessment of spaces and services varies from a simple annual report (either to the 

advisory board or to university administration) to a formal review by the office of the provost.  

 

Questions that need to be answered for an implementation plan for a Research 

Commons can be developed for McGill: 

 What model of Research Commons is needed at McGill?  Some commons are more inclusive of 

both graduate and undergraduate students.  Others are exclusively focused on advanced 

researchers.  Given resources and needs, what makes the most sense for McGill? 

 Is there a need or are there resources for a faculty component? A virtual component? 



 Most commons include a newly renovated space and new equipment, what space and budget 

can be dedicated to the development of a Research Commons at McGill? 

 What partners are needed?  What partners are interested? 

 Which groups should be consulted in the planning of such a space? 

 Who will be responsible for the development of a Research Commons at McGill?  What library 

personnel will be involved? Whose budget will underwrite the development and eventual 

operations? 

 

Examples of research commons at peer institutions: 
 

 Duke: http://library.duke.edu/edge 

 Washington University: http://commons.lib.washington.edu/ 

 UCLA: https://www.library.ucla.edu/yrl/research-commons 

 Ohio State: https://library.osu.edu/researchcommons/about/ 

 University of Illinois: http://www.library.illinois.edu/sc/ 

 University of Iowa: http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/commons/ 
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