DESCRIPTIVE BIBLIOGRAPHYPRIVATE 

GLIS-644  Reading List, 2011
The number of books and articles that are relevant to Descriptive Bibliography is vast and only a few of the key titles are listed here.  They are all available in the McGill Library.  For a more extensive list see "Reading List" under "Course Guides".

ESSENTIAL AND HELPFUL

Mark Bland.  A guide to early printed books and manuscripts.  Chichester, U.K. ; Malden, MA : Wiley-Blackwell, 2010.  Also available as an e-book.

Fredson Bowers.  Principles of Bibliographical Description.  Princeton: 1949.  (Reprinted 1994).

John Carter.  An ABC For Book Collectors.  7th ed.  London: 1995.

Philip Gaskell.  A New Introduction to Bibliography.  Oxford: 1972.  (Reprinted 1995).
Geoffrey Glaister.  Glossary of the Book.  London: 1979.  (2nd ed. 1996).

Jacques Lemaire.  Introduction à la codicologie. Louvain-le-Neuve: 1989.

Ronald B. McKerrow.  An Introduction to Bibliography for Literary Students.  Oxford: 1926.

Richard Anthony Sayce.  Compositorial practices and the localization of printed books, 1530-1800.  Oxford: Oxford Bibliographical Society, Bodleian Library, 1979.
J.H. Steinberg.  Five Hundred Years of Printing.  3rd ed.  Harmondsworth: 1974.

G. Thomas Tanselle.  "A Sample Bibliographical Description with Commentary."   Studies in Bibliography 40 (1987): 1-30.

BACKGROUND
Elizabeth Eisenstein.  The Printing Press as an Agent of Change.  New York: 1979.

Lucien Febvre and Henri-Jean Martin.  The Coming of the Book:  The Impact of Printing, 1450-1800.  London: 1976.

Mirjam Foot.  Studies in the History of Bookbinding.  Aldershot: 1993.

Harry Y. Gamble.   Books and Readers in the Early Church.  New Haven/London: 1995.

E.P. Goldschmidt.  Gothic and Renaissance Bookbindings.  London: 1928.

Alexander Lawson.  Anatomy of a Typeface.  Boston: 1990.

Harold Love.   Scribal Publication in Seventeenth-century England.  Oxford: 1993.

Alberto Manguel.  A History of Reading.  Toronto: 1996.

————.  The library at night.  Toronto: 2006.
Henri-Jean Martin et al.  Historie de l'edition française.  Paris: 1983-1986.

McKenzie, D. F.  Bibliography and the sociology of texts.  Cambridge, U.K.; New York: Cambridge University Press, 1999.
George L. Parker.  The Beginnings of the Book Trade in Canada.  Toronto: 1985.

David Pearson.  Provenance Research in Book History: A Handbook.  London: 1994.

Henry Petroski.  The book on the bookshelf.  New York: 1999.
Richard B. Sher,  The Enlightenment & the book : Scottish authors & their publishers in eighteenth-century Britain, Ireland, & America.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2006.
Margaret M Smith.  The title-page, its early development, 1460-1510.  London: British Library; New Castle, DE: Oak Knoll Press, 2000.
D.B. Updike.  Printing Types.  3rd ed.  Cambridge: 1962.

JOURNALS

Among others, the following are particularly useful: The Book Collector, The Library, Papers of the Bibliographical Society of America, Papers of the Bibliographical Society of Canada, Bulletin du bibliophile, Revue française d'historie du livre, Book History, Gutenberg-Jahrbuch.
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