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Genealogy 201: 
Finding Information in McGill's 
Collections and in Indigenous 
Records



McGill University is on land which has long served 
as a site of meeting and exchange amongst 

Indigenous peoples, including the Haudenosaunee 
and Anishinabeg nations. We acknowledge and 

thank the diverse Indigenous peoples whose 
presence marks this territory on which peoples of 

the world now gather.
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Online Genealogical Databases for 
McGill Alumni



Old McGill Yearbooks (1898-2000)
• Browse through the years or 

search by name, club, or activity

• Fully digitized with OCR (Optical 
Character Recognition)

• https://yearbooks.mcgill.ca/

https://yearbooks.mcgill.ca/


McGill Student Publications (1875-2001)

• All McGill Student Publications 
from 1875 to 2001 are fully 
digitized

• The chief long-standing student 
newspaper at McGill, The McGill 
Daily, was founded in 1911

• https://mcgill.ca/x/U8h

https://mcgill.ca/x/U8h


Migration to New Worlds

• Database available to McGill 
users and alumni

• Explores the movement of 
peoples from Great Britain, 
Ireland, mainland Europe, and 
Asia to the New World and 
Australasia during the 19th and 
20th centuries

• https://mcgill.ca/x/U8L

https://mcgill.ca/x/U8L


North American Immigrant Letters, Diaries, 
and Oral Histories

• Database available to McGill users 
and alumni

• Letters, diaries, oral histories, 
interviews, and other personal 
narratives of over 2,000 authors 
providing a unique and personal 
view of what it meant to immigrate 
to Canada and America between 
1800 and 1950

• https://mcgill.ca/x/U8u

https://mcgill.ca/x/U8u


Genealogical Information in Archives 
and Special Collections:
McGill and Beyond



Moving to Genealogy 2.0

• Research the place and the time, not just 
the people

• Not everything online is full-
text searchable

• Not everything is in Ancestry or 
FamilySearch

• Not everything is online

• Not everything is catalogued

• It might even be on microfilm!

Image courtesy of Lauren Goldman, 
McGill University Library



Plan ahead for your visit

• Make an appointment

• Provide the library or archive the list 
of materials you want to consult 
well ahead of time

• Understand the institution's reading 
room policies

Image courtesy of Lauren Goldman, 
McGill University Library



Searching McGill Collections



Searching McGill Collections



City & area 
directories

Link

https://hdl.handle.net/2027/aeu.ark:/13960/t4sj2837b


City & area 
directories



City & area 
directories



City & area 
directories



City & area 
directories



Professional 
directories

Link

https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/53626739


Professional 
directories



Professional 
directories

Link

https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/317417453


Professional 
directories



Professional 
directories



"Scholarly" 
settler histories

Link

https://www.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.74572/3


"Scholarly" 
settler histories



"Scholarly" 
settler histories



"Scholarly" 
settler histories



"Scholarly" 
settler histories



Searching McGill Collections - Reprise



MG 4319 – McGill 
University Archives 

Collection

Link

https://archivalcollections.library.mcgill.ca/index.php/mcgill-university-archives-collection


MG 4319 – McGill 
University Archives 

Collection

Link

https://archivalcollections.library.mcgill.ca/index.php/hockey-programme-mcgill-vs-yale-1932


MSG 338 – Montreal 
Night Patrol 
Collection

Link

https://archivalcollections.library.mcgill.ca/index.php/montreal-night-patrol-collection


MSG 338 – Montreal 
Night Patrol 
Collection

Link

https://archivalcollections.library.mcgill.ca/index.php/montreal-night-patrol-collection


Other types of material to consult

• Ship arrival records and passenger lists

• Newspapers (often on microfilm)

• Maps and plans

• Diaries

• Correspondence

• Published genealogies*



Métis Genealogy of the Historic Métis 
Nation Homeland of Western Canada

Some challenges with family case studies



My Métis ancestors

Facebook groups:

• Descendants of André Trottier and 
Louise Saulteaux

• Cardinal & Desjarlais Descendants: 
Métis Nation

GEDmatch Ancestors Project:

• Cardinal and Desjarlais DNA 
Descendants: Métis Nation



Fur Trade Documents

McGill Library NWC/fur trade digital 
collection

https://digital.library.mcgill.ca/nwc/

HBC Fur Trade Post Map

Source: HBC Archives

Hudson's Bay Company Archives

Archives of Manitoba

https://mcgill.ca/x/U8C

https://digital.library.mcgill.ca/nwc/
https://mcgill.ca/x/U8C


Voyageur contracts

Le Centre du Patrimoine

Online database containing over 36,000 
voyageur records

https://mcgill.ca/x/U8y

Managed by La Société historique de 
Saint-Boniface (SHSB)

https://mcgill.ca/x/U8y


HBC Service Record of André Trottier (Jr.)

• No service record for André Trottier (Sr.)

• After the merger of the NWC with the HBC in 
1822, Métis were more likely to be employed 
as voyageurs than French Canadians or 
others of European descent



Scrip records or "Half-Breed Scrip"
• In 1870, the Canadian government devised a 

system of scrip — referred to as Métis scrip — that 
issued documents redeemable for land or money. 
Scrip was given to Métis people living in the West 
in exchange for their land rights. The scrip process 
was legally complex and disorganized; this made it 
difficult for Métis people to acquire land, yet 
simultaneously created room for fraud. In March 
2013, the Supreme Court of Canada ruled that 
the federal government failed to provide the Métis 
with the land grant they were promised in 
the Manitoba Act of 1870.

Source: The Canadian Encylopedia

• Scrip commissions were held from 1870 
(Manitoba) - ca. 1900 (Western Canada)

Library and Archives Canada
https://mcgill.ca/x/U8F

Métis Nation Historical Online 
Database
https://www.metisnationdatabase.ca/

Note: Some scrip was also issued to 'Original White 
Settlers' in Manitoba, militia and North-West 
Mounted Police

https://mcgill.ca/x/U8F
https://www.metisnationdatabase.ca/


Case study: Josephte Cardinal m. 1 Joseph Ladoucer (Fr. Can.) m. 2 
Joseph "Hairy Legs" Desjarlais (Métis)

• Josephte "Suzette" "Lisette" Cardinal, (Métis, b. ca 1795; d. 
March 4, 1875, Lac La Biche) was the daughter of Joseph 
Soldat Cardinal (Fr. Can, b. 1766, Qc) and Louise Lizette 
Frobisher (Métis, b. bef. 1779). She had a country marriage 
with Joseph Ladouceur (Fr. Can, b. ca. 1780, Qc). He left the 
family and had another country marriage with Josephte
Lapierre (bef. 1817). Josephte then had a country marriage 
with Joseph "Hairy Legs" Desjarlais (Metis, b. ca 1794 - 1854). 
They were formally married on Nov. 4, 1844 at Fort-des-
Prairies (Edmonton). Joseph "Hairy Legs" Desjarlais was the 
son of Joseph Desjarlais (Fr. Can., b. 1754, Qc) 
and Okimsaskwew "Boss Woman" (b. ca 1770).

• The children of Josephte Cardinal and Joseph Ladouceur 
were raised by Joseph "Hairy Legs" Desjarlais. They were 
known variously as Ladouceur, Desjarlais and 
Ladouceur dit Desjarlais.



Scrip claim on behalf of Josephte Cardinal continued



Case Study: Wm Desjarlais dit Okanese and 
Isabelle Cardinal dit Dion

Source: FamilySearch record of Notre Dame du Rosaire, Onion Lake, SK.



Left: Baptisms of Johnny Desjarlais (Okanes) 
and Simon Okanes (Desjarlais)

Below: Baptism of Marie Rose Okanes

Desjarlais / Okanes Baptisms at Notre Dame du 
Rosaire, Onion Lake, SK.
Source: FamilySearch



Desjarlais Okones Family

St. Raphael's Church, LeGoff, Alberta

Source: Alberta Archives

Important: 

• Spelling is not standardized, same name may 
be spelled different ways

• Use of dit names

• Known by different names, in different 
languages

• Importance of having multiple records



Other online resources

Gabriel Dumont Institute (SK)

Virtual Museum of Métis History and Culture

Biographies section

https://mcgill.ca/x/UXG

Glenbow Museum (AB)

The Genealogy of the first Métis nation: the 
development and dispersal of the Red River 
Settlement, 1820-1900 by D.N. Sprague and R.P. 
Frye

https://mcgill.ca/x/U8t

Marrsî!

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcgill.ca%2Fx%2FUXG&data=05%7C01%7Cdelores.lapratt%40mcgill.ca%7C77044edd52c649a1742208dbce847e5d%7Ccd31967152e74a68afa9fcf8f89f09ea%7C0%7C0%7C638330840662198599%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=moQ4vSBZs97P2D5s9rwiHzl2sZ5oOhKwE2QiZLO8PUA%3D&reserved=0
https://mcgill.ca/x/U8t


Thank you! 

• Now it’s time for your questions and your family history stories!

• These resources and more available to begin or continue your own 
research on the Genealogy Subject Guide:
https://libraryguides.mcgill.ca/genealogy

• These slides and a document listing all the resources we discussed 
today can be found at:
https://mcgill.ca/x/U8V

https://libraryguides.mcgill.ca/genealogy
https://mcgill.ca/x/U8V


alumni.mcgill.ca/homecoming



alumni.mcgill.ca/homecoming
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