
Is the item 
peer reviewed 

AND 
published in a 

scholarly 
journal?

No Yes

Nothing 
to do! You’re 

good!

Is the journal you're 
looking at an open 

access journal?

Yes No

Does the OA 
journal use a 

CC-BY or a CC-
BY-ND license?

Yes No

You're 
good! Submit 

and publish with 
journal as 

normal

Ask 
escholarship.library@m

cgill.ca to email the 
journal to ask if a CC-

BY or CC-BY-ND can be 
used.

If not, 
this journal 

isn’ compliant  
:(

Is the journal/publisher 
part of one of McGill’s 

OA agreements?

Yes No

Submit to the 
journal as 
normal.

Upon acceptance, watch 
for an email asking you 

to opt-into the OA 
agreement. Fill out the 
form and select either 
CC-BY or CC-BY-ND

Can you post your 
article immediately to 

an open repository 
under a CC-BY or CC-

BY-ND license?

You're 
good! 

Check the 
journal's 

website - it should 
be in the About 

section!

Check the 
journal's website - 

it should be in a 
Permissions/About/Rights 

section.  
If you can’t find this info 

email your ilaison 
librarian.

See McGill's 
OA discounts

Yes No

Check the 
publisher’ website 
or use the Sherpa 

Romeo tool.  
Still not sure? Email 

your liaison 
librarian.

Send article to 
eScholarship.library@

mcgill.ca  

You're 
good! 

Will the publisher/
journal permit you 

to pay a fee* to 
make the work OA?

Yes No

Upon acceptance, you will 
receive  an email asking if 

you want to make your 
work OA. Agree, pay fee, 
and select either CC-BY 

or CC-BY-ND license. 

You're 
good! 

Journal 
is not 

compliant:
(

Check 
journal website for 

'Open Access'. Email 
journal directly to 

inquire (or ask your 
liaison librarian)

Are you the 
corresponding 

author?

Yes No

Discounts only 
available to 

corresponding 
authors. Pay OA 
fee *or submit to 
another journal.

* OA fees are grant eligible expenses for fully OA journals or transformative journals. Otherwise these fees must be covered by the researcher. 

Flowchart © Jessica Lange (2023). Licensed under Creative Commons CC BY 4.0 International. Information accurate as of September 13, 2023.

mailto:eScholarship.library@mcgill.ca
mailto:eScholarship.library@mcgill.ca
https://www.mcgill.ca/library/services/open-access/how#apc
mailto:escholarship.library@mcgill.ca
mailto:escholarship.library@mcgill.ca
https://www.mcgill.ca/library/contact/askus/liaison
https://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/

