SAMPLE BIBLIOGRAPHIC DESCRIPTION

LES LOISIRS | DU | CHEVALIER D'EON | DE BEAUMONT , | Ancien miniſtre plénipotentiaire de France ; | SUR | Divers ſujets importants d'adminiſtration , &c . | PENDANT | Son sÉjour en ANGLETERRE . | [single rule 80 mm.] | Eruditio inter proſpera ornamentum , inter adverſa refugium . | [to the right] Laertius . | [single rule 80 mm.] | TOME PREMIER . [TOME TREIZIEME .] | [ornament 10 x 20 mm.] | A AMSTERDAM . | [thick and thin rule 56/51 mm.] | M.DCC.LXXV.

[Colophon: transcription and location]

80: (4 A-R8 [$4 signed]; 140 leaves, pp. [8] 1 2-272 = [280].

Contents:
(1r half-title "LES LOISIRS | DU CHEVALIER D'EON. | TOME PREMIER."; (1v blank; (2r title-page; (2v blank; (3r-(3v table of contents; (4r-(4v contents of the 13 volumes; A1r-A3r dedicatory letter; A3v-R8v text.

Type:


Body 83. Face 80 x 1.8 : 2.9.




Type page 146 x 80 mm. (B5r); roman; 35 lines per page.

Catchwords:
Only on the verso of the 8th leaf of each gathering. F8v grandes] grands

[Press figures]

Paper:
Off-white laid paper, watermarked (not legible A1, A2, A3, A4). Leaf size 186 x 115 mm trimmed; chains 28 mm.  Sheet size 460 x 372 mm trimmed; probably Demy.

Notes:
Copy examined is bound in half roan and yellow paper boards with leather spine label (recent).




[Provenance]


The author is Charles Genevieve Louise Auguste Andre Timothee d'Eon de Beaumont, 1728-1810.  He was a diplomat and political go-between most famous for the uncertainty that reigned in political circles about his sex (he often appeared as a woman).  At his death it was proved beyond doubt that he was a man.  (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 11th ed. vols. 9-10. pp. 664-665).  Les loisirs was first published in 1774 in 13 volumes.

References:
Bibliotheque nationale, [BN] Cat. v.47, p. 651; Darnton, Corpus of Clandestine Literature in France #409 (1774 ed.).

Copies examined:



McGill University RBSC: DC135.E6.A32.1775.
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