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THE ROSENCRANTZ COLLECTION OF

OSLERIANA, SAN FRANCISCO

I he RosencrantzCollectionof Osler-
iana in the Library of the University
of California Medical Center, San

;RiI , Francisco,grew from the devoted
and painstaking attention of one
collector, Dr. Esther Rosencrantz,
who retired in 1943 after 30 years as
a member of the medical faculty of

that University. After receiving her bachelor's degree from
Stanford University in 1899, she studied medicine at The
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, graduating in
1904. It was at Hopkins that Dr. Rosencrantz came under
the influence of Sir William Osler; during her second year,
Osler stimulated the establishment of a society devoted to
the study of tuberculosis, The Laennec Society, which met
monthly to present papers, hold discussions and promote
investigations. This in turn stimulated her life-longinterest
in tuberculosis.

In 1940 Dr. Rosencrantz promoted the establishment of the
Osler Club among undergraduate medical students at UCSF.
The Club met at her home during its organizational period
and papers presented at these meetings are now a part of the
Osler collection. The author of numerous papers on tuber-
culosis, her last two publications appeared during the year
before her death and both dealt with Osler: "Osler Dis-
eases" and "Posthumous Tributes to Sir William Osler."
Shortly after the latter paper was sent off to the publisher,
she wrote to Norman B. Gwyn, a Toronto physician and a
nephew of Osler: "The paper has gone- Bill should have
written it." "Bill," of course, wasW.W.Francis with whom
she carried on a lively and abundant correspondence, as she
did alsowith John Fulton, in relation to Osler material; from
both of them she received much information, aid and gifts
for her collection.

At the conclusion of her teaching career, Dr. Rosencrantz
embarked in earnest on her Oslercollection. Her voluminous
correspondence for the years from that time to her death in
1950 attests to an ever-increasingconcern to make her hold-
ings as complete as possible. Family, friends and c()lleagues,
well aware of her preoccupation with Osler, contributed
items and news of publications. And she was as generous
with her materials to others interested in the great man, fre-
quently sending off duplicate volumes and copies of photo-

The historiated letter used in this issue is taken from Georgii Agrico-
lae Medici Libri quinque de Mensuris &Ponderibus Paris, 1533.
Bib/. Os/. 672.

graphs to those with similar interests. In a letter written in
1946, Dr. Rosencrantz described her hopes for the collec-
tion: "I am trying to make the Osleriana comparable but of
course in a very limited way to the Folger Shakespeare col-
lection in Washington. It is a joke - but I do admit that
Shakespeare was the greatest mind of all times, but I do not
know whether his soul was so fine." It might be said that
the collection she developed was to display the greatness
and humanity of Osler's soul both by what he had written
and what had been written about him. The major part of
her collection was given to the history section of the UCSF
Medical School Library in 1941, and she continued to aug-
ment her gift until her death. Funds were made available to
per by the University to catalogue the collection during
these years.

The Osler collection occupies six seven-foot cases with
double glass doors, part of the special collections section of
the History of Health Sciences Division. Physically it con-
sists of 522 volumes, 53 boxes all handmade, by a profes-
sional binder, of buckram and hand-blocked Florentine
paper, and various memorabilia, i.e. a tall glassmedicine jar
used by Oslerwhen he was a locum tenens at Dundas (a gift
of Norman Gwyn), and a souvenir in the form of a mortar
and pestle from Osler's farewell dinner given in his honour
by the medical profession in New York in May, 1905.

During her last years, Dr. Rosencrantz oversaw the catalo-
guing of the collection according to a system she devised.
The catalogue,which occupies three standard catalogue card
drawers, is divided into three sections: (1) Osler's scientific
writings; (2) his literary efforts; and (3) a section dealing
with his Centennial and tributes to him, both contemporary
and posthumous. The catalogue is a subject arrangement of
the contents of the entire collection, and is based in part on
the Maude Abbott bibliography and in part on the section
on medicine in Osler's Principles and Practice of Medicine.
The majority of the reprints, some in multiple copies, are ar-
ranged in boxes and shelved chronologically so that, given
the date of a journal article by Osler, it can be readily re-
trieved. The monographs are arranged by title, and then
chronologically by edition and printing dates.

The scientific writings section of the catalogue contains
entries for both the original monograph and journal publi-
cations of Sir William Osler which are represented in the
collection in bound volumes and separate issues, as well as
photo copies when the original could not be obtained. The
collection includes a copy of virtually every printing of each
edition of the Principlesand Practice of Medicine. Among
these are copies of the pirated fourth edition (1901-2) of
the textbook and translations into French, German, Spanish
and Cousland's Chinese edition. This is also true for Osler's
other monographs, which include translations. Many of




