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This is a draft syllabus. Please consult the syllabus on MyCourses for the most up-

to-date version.  

 

Course Objectives: This course will introduce students to Central European culture 

more generally and the form of the film more specifically. Czech, Slovak, Hungarian, and 

Polish film has become well known across the world for its style and, at times, its 

strangeness. This course will give students some background in Central European history 

and culture, as well as introducing them to key films of the region. No knowledge of 

Central European culture or languages is required, although it will help.  

 

Required Texts: There are no required texts for the course. All films and readings will 

be made available on the MyCourses website and through the library.  

 

Screenings: There are no screenings for this class. All films are available on Kanopy, 

YouTube, or MyCourses (see course schedule for links). Students are responsible for 

watching films prior to each week’s courses. For example, if we’re discussing 

Chytilová’s Daisies the week of February 7th, then you are expected to have already 

watched it before February 7th. 

 

Structure of the Course and Course Policies 

• Class time will be a mixture of lecture, discussion, film/media, and other activities 
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designed to hone our skills in literary analysis. During lectures, I do not consent 

to being recorded.  

• I am available and always happy to see you in my scheduled office hours, or by 

appointment if you have a conflict that does not allow you to come at those times. 

I can be reached by email as well. However, I have a 48-hour email rule, meaning 

that I may not respond to any given email before 48 hours. If I do not respond 

before that point, you may email me with the title 48-Hour Rule, and I will 

respond as quickly as possible. 

• No late assignments will be accepted without prior written consent. If you feel 

you may need an extension, please speak to me well in advance of the deadline. 

You will have one (1) automatic extension of 48 hours to be taken during the 

semester, no questions asked. Please let me know in advance that you will be 

taking the extension so I can plan my grading accordingly. The automatic 

extension cannot be used on tests or drafts.  

• In this class we will be discussing political, cultural, and national issues. While 

robust debate is good, you are expected to respect you classmates’ rights to their 

opinions and beliefs.  This includes not interrupting people, dominating the floor, 

raising your voice, insulting, threatening, etc. 

• Under no circumstances should you be texting, playing games, checking social 

media, checking your email, surfing the web, talking on the phone, or otherwise 

engaging in activities that are unrelated to what is happening in class. Please turn 

off your phone when you enter the classroom. You may bring a laptop to class, 

but please restrict use to class-related activities and sit towards the back of the 

classroom so as not to distract other students. 

 

Assignments (more details will be provided on myCourses closer to the date each is due) 

 

• Attendance and Class Participation: This course is based on the premise that 

film cannot be passively absorbed but must be actively engaged with.  To that 

end, attendance and class participation are essential components of the class.  You 

are expected to have completed the assigned reading and watching before coming 

to class and to arrive each day prepared to discuss it.   

• Writing Assignment 1: The first assignment is a Pass/D/Fail assignment based 

on the Yale Film Analysis Guide. This is intended to give you the language to 

discuss films more generally. Particularly poor analyses will receive half credit, 

but otherwise, as long as you do a reasonably good job, you will pass.  

• Midterm Paper: 4-5 pages You will need to craft an argumentative work based 

on one of the films that we have watched thus far. Prompts will be provided, but 

they are merely there to prompt you into a good claim. Please use the lessons of 

the first paper to craft your argument.  

• Final Exam Paper: 5-6 pages You will need to craft a comparative, 

argumentative work based on two of the films that we have watched so far. 

Prompts will be provided, but they are merely there to prompt you into a good 

claim. Please use the lessons of the first paper to craft your argument.  
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Final Grade Breakdown 

• Attendance: 10% 

• Participation: 10% 

• Writing assignment 1: 20% 

• Writing assignment 2: 30% 

• Writing assignment 3 (Final Exam 

Essay): 30% 

 

 

 

McGill policy statements: 

 

McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the 

meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the 

Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (see 

www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ for more information). (approved by Senate on 29 

January 2003)  

 

L'université McGill attache une haute importance à l’honnêteté académique. Il incombe 

par conséquent à tous les étudiants de comprendre ce que l'on entend par tricherie, plagiat 

et autres infractions académiques, ainsi que les conséquences que peuvent avoir de telles 

actions, selon le Code de conduite de l'étudiant et des procédures disciplinaires (pour de 

plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site 

www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/). 

 

As the instructor of this course I endeavor to provide an 

inclusive learning environment. However, if you 

experience barriers to learning in this course, do not 

hesitate to discuss them with me and the Office for 

Students with Disabilities, 514-398-6009. 
 

End-of-course evaluations are one of the ways that McGill works towards maintaining 

and improving the quality of courses and the student’s learning experience. You will be 

notified by e-mail when the evaluations are available on Mercury, the online course 

evaluation system. Please note that a minimum number of responses must be received for 

results to be available to students. 

 

“In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course 

have the right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded. 

This does not apply to courses in which acquiring proficiency in a language is one of the 

objectives.” (Approved by Senate on 21 January 2009 - see also the section in this 

document on Assignments and Evaluation.) 

 

Grade Percentages 

A 100%-85% 

A- 84%-80% 

B+ 79%-75% 

B 74%-70% 

B- 69%-65% 

C+  64%/-60% 

C 59%-55% 

D 54%-50% 

F 49%-0% 
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 « Conformément à la Charte des droits de l’étudiant de l’Université McGill, chaque 

étudiant a le droit de soumettre en français ou en anglais tout travail écrit devant être noté 

(sauf dans le cas des cours dont l’un des objets est la maîtrise d’une langue). » 

 

McGill University is on land which has long served as a site of meeting and exchange 

amongst Indigenous peoples, including the Haudenosaunee and Anishinabeg nations. We 

acknowledge and thank the diverse Indigenous people whose footsteps have marked this 

territory on which peoples of the world now gather. 

 

L’Université McGill est sur un emplacement qui a longtemps servi de lieu de rencontre et 

d'échange entre les peuples autochtones, y compris les nations Haudenosaunee et 

Anishinabeg. Nous reconnaissons et remercions les divers peuples autochtones dont les 

pas ont marqué ce territoire sur lequel les peuples du monde entier se réunissent 

maintenant. 

 

Additional policies governing academic issues which affect students can be found in the 

McGill Charter of Students' Rights" (The Handbook on Student Rights and 

Responsibilities is available here https://www.mcgill.ca/deanofstudents/rights ) 

 

In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University’s control, the content 

and/or evaluation scheme in this course is subject to change. 
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