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LLCU 311 001: Digital Studies / Citizenry 

Winter 2021 

 

Course information  

Course code and section: LLCU 311 001 

Winter 2021 

 

Virtual sessions via Zoom (see below for more details) 

Schedule: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 14:35-15:55 EST 

All dates and times throughout this syllabus are for Montréal, Canada  

Three Credits 

 

Instructor: Lidia Ponce de la Vega 

Office Hours: Monday to Friday by email (see policy in the Instructional Method and 

Communications section) + Zoom meetings (by appointment only) 

Email: lidia.poncedelavega@mcgill.ca 

 

 

 

Territory Acknowledgement 

 

McGill University is situated on the traditional unceded territory of the Kanien’kehà:ka, one of the 

founding nations of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy in Tio’tia:ke (Montréal), a place which has 

long served as a site of meeting and exchange amongst nations. We recognize and respect the 

Kanien’kehà:ka as the traditional custodians of the lands and waters on which we meet today. 

 

 

Remote Delivery 

 

This course will be delivered entirely online. I understand that this might be an exceptional, new, 

and challenging experience for many of us and have kept that in mind while designing this syllabus.  

 

If you have any concerns, face any challenges, or require any special accommodations, please let 

me know as soon as possible so we can find an appropriate solution to help you succeed in our 

course. For further information, please refer to McGill’s Student-specific Guidelines for Remote 

Teaching and Learning and Remote Learning Resources.  

 

 

[Syllabus continues on next page] 

mailto:lidia.poncedelavega@mcgill.ca
https://www.mcgill.ca/tls/instructors/class-disruption/guidelines-remote-w2021#students
https://www.mcgill.ca/tls/instructors/class-disruption/guidelines-remote-w2021#students
https://www.mcgill.ca/tls/students/remote-learning-resources


LLCU311: Digital Studies / Citizenry   Winter 2021   Lidia Ponce de la Vega 

 

2 | P a g e  

Contents 
 

Course Overview.................................................................................................................................. 3 

Learning Outcomes .......................................................................................................................................3 

Instructional Method and Communications .................................................................................................3 

Netiquette ..................................................................................................................................................... 5 

Prerequisites ................................................................................................................................................. 6 

Required Tools .............................................................................................................................................. 6 

Course Assessment ............................................................................................................................. 7 

Online Engagement ....................................................................................................................................... 7 

E-Portfolio...................................................................................................................................................... 8 

Digital Citizenship Video Assignment ........................................................................................................... 9 

Case Study Infographic ................................................................................................................................ 10 

Privacy Policy and Protection ...................................................................................................................... 10 

Late Submission Policy ................................................................................................................................. 11 

Course Outline .................................................................................................................................... 12 

Introductory Block: Digital Citizenship ........................................................................................................ 12 

Content Block 1: Interactions ...................................................................................................................... 13 

Content Block 2: Empathy ........................................................................................................................... 15 

Content Block 3: (Post)Humans .................................................................................................................. 17 

Important Resources and Information ............................................................................................ 20 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LLCU311: Digital Studies / Citizenry   Winter 2021   Lidia Ponce de la Vega 

 

3 | P a g e  

Course Overview 
 

Technology is not neutral. We're inside of what we make,  
and it's inside of us. We're living in a world of connections 

 — and it matters which ones get made and unmade. 
Donna Haraway 

 

This course will provide a conceptual and practical understanding of how to leverage technologies 

in a range of common activities such as searching, social networking, presenting, and creating web 

content. The emphasis will be on using and understanding digital technologies in effective and 

ethical ways in our digital society (McGill E-Calendar). 

 

As connectivity becomes more pervasive between the analogue and the digital, questions of 

digital citizenship arise when considering the roles that we, as connected users, participants, and 

producers, import into our lives and into the information stream at large. This course will explore 

how the digital in its broader sense provides pathways to connectivity, how digital literacy is a 

crucial skill in this era, and the larger themes of digital citizenship within new technologies such as 

artificial intelligence and virtual reality. Digital citizenship will be a guiding concept to understand 

and analyze digital spaces, production, and phenomena, and their relationship with human users 

and society at large. Considering that the political, cultural, and ethical implications of the digital 

are often overlooked, they will be explored and practiced in this course through critical readings 

and media to help reflect on contemporary themes and issues of digital citizenship. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of this course, students will be able to 

 Analyze digital phenomena from an inclusive and empathetic digital citizenship perspective.  

 Apply course concepts, especially digital citizenship, to the critique of a digital case study.  

 Develop practical skills that promote digital citizenship and literacy. 

 Reflect on their liability as citizens in a digital age. 

 Create meaningful digital content individually and collaboratively. 

By the end of the course, students will consider themselves informed digital citizens and educated 

users of media. 

 

Instructional Method and Communications 

This course comprises online and recorded lectures and tech capsules, online discussion sessions, 

slides and material on myCourses, and online engagement, mainly through students’ websites. 

Communications will take place via Zoom, myCourses, and email. 

 Lectures, discussion sessions, and tech capsules will be delivered via Zoom on the schedule 

indicated for the course. Information to access Zoom sessions is available at the bottom of the 

homepage on myCourses. The meeting ID and password will be the same for the whole 

semester. Alternatively, you can access the sessions directly from the Zoom tab on myCourses.  

 Lectures (~60-80 minutes): Online lectures will take place on Tuesdays and will explore 

theoretical readings and concepts about the topic of that week.  

https://www.mcgill.ca/study/2020-2021/courses/llcu-311
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 Discussion sessions (~30 minutes): Online discussion sessions will take place during the 

first portion of Thursday sessions and will revolve around a case study that we will 

analyze based on the theoretical knowledge of that week’s lecture. 

 Tech capsules (~30 minutes): Online tech capsules will take place on Thursdays after the 

discussion session and will provide insight into tools or features that students can use 

to improve their personal websites, create digital content, and/or improve their digital 

behaviour skills.  

 For lectures and discussion sessions, you are expected to do all readings and/or viewings 

specified in the Course Outline below prior to the session. Especially for discussion sessions, 

you should be familiar with the case study we will be discussing.  

 Attendance to the Zoom sessions is not mandatory but greatly encouraged, especially 

depending on your selected evaluation scheme (see Assessment section below).   

 Zoom lectures and tech capsules—but not discussion sessions—will be recorded and made 

available on myCourses. Slides used during lectures, discussions, and tech capsules will also be 

available on myCourses after each online session.  

 Office hours will be held via email following these time-related guidelines:  

 I will try my best to respond within 24 hours, except during weekends. Please only send 

a second email regarding the same issue if you have not gotten a response after 72 

hours.  

 I will respond to emails from Monday to Friday, approximately from 12 to 4 pm. I will 

respond to emails sent after 4 pm from Monday to Thursday the following day. I will 

respond to emails sent between Fridays at 6 pm and Sundays starting the following 

Monday.  

 Zoom individual meetings can be scheduled if needed (please send me an email to 

request an appointment). I will also remain in the Zoom session for ~15-30 minutes after 

each class in case you have any questions.  

 If you have general questions, you can post them on the discussion board on myCourses so 

everyone can see my response and your peers can comment or ask related questions.  

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Recording Sessions 

Please note that I will be recording online sessions (i.e. lectures and tech capsules, excluding 

discussion sessions) and posting them on myCourses. If you have any concerns about the 

recording at any point, you can leave the session or not attend and watch the recording instead. 

By remaining in the Zoom session while it is being recorded, you consent to the recording, and you 

understand that your image, voice, and name may be disclosed to your classmates. You also 

understand that recordings will be made available on myCourses to students registered in the 

course. Please read McGill’s Guidelines on Remote Teaching and Learning for more information. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Intellectual Property 

I would like to remind you of your responsibility in ensuring that Zoom recordings and associated 

material are not reproduced or placed in the public domain. This means that each of you can use 

them for your educational (and research) purposes, but you cannot allow others to use them, by 

https://www.mcgill.ca/tls/instructors/class-disruption/guidelines-remote-w2021
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putting them up on the Internet or by giving them or selling them to others who may also copy 

them and make them available. Please refer to McGill’s Guidelines for Instructors and Students on 

Remote Teaching and Learning for further information. Thank you very much for your help with 

this.  

 

© Instructor-generated course materials (e.g., handouts, notes, summaries, exam questions) are 

protected by law and may not be copied or distributed in any form or medium without the explicit 

permission of the instructor. Note that infringements of copyright can be subject to follow up by 

the University under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures. 

(McGill’s Policy on Copyright) 

 

Netiquette 

Please read and follow the next guidelines very carefully for all interactions related to our course. 

 Remember that we are communicating through technology and online platforms but still 

require the warmth and understanding of human social interactions. The most important rule 

in netiquette is to always remember the human(s) behind the machine(s).  

 Treat your instructor and classmates with respect in Zoom sessions, emails, or any other 

communication. Disrespectful interactions and comments will not be tolerated. 

 Be careful with your arguments and language.  

 Respect your classmates and what they share.  

 Use clear, concise, and respectful language. No offensive language will be tolerated.  

 Ask classmates for clarification if you find a comment or discussion posting offensive or 

difficult to understand.  

 Understand that we may disagree and that exposure to other people’s opinions is part of 

the learning experience. However, you must be respectful of other people’s opinions and 

backgrounds. Hate discourses and discrimination, as well as flame wars, trolling, and other 

similar practices, will not be tolerated.  

 Avoid sweeping generalizations. Back up your stated opinions with facts and reliable 

sources. 

 Before posting a comment, ask whether you would be willing to make the same comment 

to a person’s face. 

 Even though the use of your camera is not mandatory, you are welcome and encouraged to 

activate your video during Zoom online sessions. It is also a good idea to use the Gallery View 

on Zoom so that you are always aware that we are learning in community.  

 Always keep your microphone deactivated. If you have a question or want to share something, 

please use the raise hand option on Zoom and activate your microphone when invited to 

speak.  

 Be aware of your surroundings.  

 If you activate your video, you can use an appropriate virtual background on Zoom if 

you prefer.  

 Avoid loud or distracting noises when activating your microphone.  

 Avoid all possible distractions around you and make sure that you are in an appropriate 

https://www.mcgill.ca/tls/instructors/class-disruption/guidelines-remote-w2021
https://www.mcgill.ca/tls/instructors/class-disruption/guidelines-remote-w2021
https://www.mcgill.ca/secretariat/files/secretariat/policy_on_copyright.pdf
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environment for learning. This will help you concentrate on the course contents and 

participate better in class discussions.  

 If you do not want to activate your video or audio, or do not have access to a camera or a 

microphone, you can use the chat function on Zoom to participate during class.  

 As with any in-person courses, you should respect the class schedule.  

 The waiting room on Zoom will be activated for every session. If you are late for the session 

or left at some point, I will let you join at an appropriate, i.e. non-disruptive, moment. 

 Make sure to also respect schedules for email office hours and individual Zoom 

appointments.  

 Please watch this video on email etiquette and follow its guidelines for all communications 

related to our course.  

 The 24-hour rule: I understand that sometimes getting a grade you were not expecting can be 

frustrating. Because of this, and to avoid misunderstandings, follow the 24-hour rule for all 

inquiries regarding your grades: once you receive your grade, you must not contact me within 

the first 24 hours. After 24 hours, you can contact me to express any concerns or questions 

you might have. This will give you time to carefully read the feedback you received and avoid 

visceral reactions.  

 For interactions via myCourses and on your blogs, please follow the guidelines for discussion 

boards in this video and on this website.  

 Posts that breach the rules are automatically excluded from the course grade and can 

contribute negatively towards it. 

 The instructor of this course has the right to establish a pre-approval process for posts 

at any time if considered necessary. 

 

Prerequisites 

There are no prerequisites for this class, though some basic technical skills will be helpful. 

 

Required Tools 

1. Weebly Account: You should have an active account for Weebly, which we will create 

during our first tech capsule. For further details, see Course Assessment and Privacy Policy 

and Protection below.  

2. Device + Internet Connection: Regular access to an electronic device and Internet 

connection are mandatory (laptop/computer recommended). The use of a camera and 

microphone for online sessions is optional but greatly appreciated.  

3. myCourses: All readings and assignments will be available via myCourses. Announcements 

and important information will also be distributed via myCourses, so you are expected to 

consult the platform regularly.  

 

 

[Syllabus continues on next page] 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IC_b57-4eh0#action=share
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DwdqQjCfWSc
https://www.memphis.edu/fcbe/students/netiquette.php
https://www.weebly.com/
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Course Assessment 
 Online engagement 10% 

 E-portfolio  

 Website design 15% 

 Blog posts 15%  

 Peer feedback 15%  

 Group progress reporting 5% 

 Digital citizenship video assignment 15% 

 Case study infographic 25% 

 

Online Engagement  

You can decide how this portion of your grade (10%) will be calculated by choosing one of the two 

options below. You will have to communicate me your decision by the add/drop deadline (January 

22nd) via myCourses. Specific details about how to communicate me your decision will be given 

during our first class (January 7th). If you do not communicate me your decision by the deadline, 

you will be assigned Option 2.  

 Option 1: Online participation. You are expected to participate in class discussions during 

Zoom sessions via microphone and/or chat, both in the main room and in breakout rooms 

when appropriate. Especially during discussion sessions, your comments and insight into the 

topics we discuss will be evaluated as your online participation.  

 Attendance to the Zoom sessions is not mandatory. However, to be eligible for this 

option, you must attend to at least two lectures and two discussion sessions per content 

block, except for the Introductory block (see Course Outline below). Not complying with 

this attendance policy will result in a deduction of 3% per missed session.  

 Your online participation will be evaluated based on the quality of your arguments more 

than on the frequency. For your online participation to be meaningful, you must make 

sure to do all readings and/or viewings prior to each session.  

 Option 2: Mini-Quizzes. You will have to complete a mini quiz by the end of each content 

block, except for the introductory block. Thus, you will have three mini quizzes throughout the 

semester: for block 1 (worth 3%), block 2 (worth 4%), and block 3 (worth 3%).  

 All mini quizzes will be done on myCourses according to the deadlines indicated in the 

Course Outline below. You will have access to each mini quiz for one week before the 

deadline through the Quizzes tab in the navigation bar on myCourses.  

 Each mini quiz will have ~6-10 questions on the topics of that content block. Question 

format includes multiple choice, multi-select, true/false, and short text answers.  

 To prepare for the mini quizzes, you must make sure to do all readings and/or viewings of 

the corresponding content block. It is also greatly encouraged to watch the recorded 

sessions if you could not attend.  

 Please note that the mini quizzes are informal evaluations meant to assess your general 

understanding of the topics, similar to what we do in class discussions, and their difficulty 

will be lower than that of a formal quiz or exam.  
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E-Portfolio  

 You will build a personal website during our first tech capsule of the semester. This website 

will be a blog that will serve as your ongoing e-portfolio for this course.  

 Note that your e-portfolio will be protected by several privacy measures. However, you will 

share your URL and website access password(s) with me and your group members so we can 

visit it regularly. For more information, please refer to the Privacy Policy and Protection section 

below. Further details will be provided during our first class (January 7th) and our first tech 

capsule (January 14th).  

 You will use your e-portfolio to explore course topics, comment on course materials, and/or 

share interesting information.   

 Online tech capsules will provide you with tools to improve your website design. By the end 

of the semester, you should have incorporated these additional features/tools into your e-

portfolio. These are important requirements for your website design’s mark (15%). 

 Your e-portfolio is an individual website but also a group project. You will form groups of three 

and interact with each other’s websites’ content. 

 Your Weebly website must follow a blog format so that your peers can comment under 

your posts. Further details will be given during our tech capsules.  

 You must post course-related content on your website three times during the semester, 

one per content block, except for the Introductory block (see Course Outline below).  

 These are the minimum requirements; you are welcome and encouraged to post 

more often or respond to your peers’ feedback and comments.  

 Blog posts will be read individually, but you will receive a holistic grade for all of them 

at the end of the term (worth 15% of your grade). 

 I will try my best to provide feedback at the end of each content block so you can 

improve your following posts. Your improvement throughout the term is an 

important consideration for the calculation of your posts’ grade.  

 Your blog posts should reflect course content and be well-thought. For instance, sharing a 

picture is not enough; you should explain why sharing it is important or relevant for our 

course topics. Similarly, tautological or shallow comments (such as “I love this topic” or 

“X reading was super interesting”) are not a valid form of meaningful content nor 

commentary. Thus, you should take into consideration that substantial and meaningful 

posts and responses will require you to read and/or watch all assigned materials.  

 Each of your website posts should be commented on by at least one of your group 

members, and each member of the group must post at least once per content block. This 

means that, by the end of a content block, each individual member will have a post on a 

different topic that is commented by at least one person.  

 These are the minimum requirements; you are welcome and encouraged to 

comment on more of your peers’ posts or continue the conversation.  

 Quality guidelines apply for peer comments too (see previous points). Additionally, when 

responding to your classmates’ posts, you should try to give feedback to what they 

shared, for instance, try to suggest other related materials, connect what they mention 

to other topics or readings, mention other perspectives to understand their examples, 
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etc. Your responses should be critically engaging, enriching, and respectful.  

 Blog posts will be read individually, but you will receive a holistic grade for all of them at 

the end of the term (worth 15% of your grade). 

 I will try my best to provide feedback at the end of each content block so you can 

improve your following responses. Your improvement throughout the term is an 

important consideration for the calculation of your responses’ grade. 

 Every group will report their progress on a shared Excel file via your McGill’s OneDrive. 

This progress should be updated at least once per content block. Specific details about 

the Excel file and the process of reporting will be given during our first class (January 7th). 

Weekly updates are worth 5% of your grade. It is your responsibility to organize and agree 

upon your group’s posting schedule and frequency with your group members.  

 Sample posting and commentary schedule: 

 Content block 1, Week 1: Student A posts, Student B comments 

 Content block 1, Week 2: Student B posts, Student C comments 

 Content block 1, Week 3: Student C posts, Student A comments 

 Content block 2 comprises 4 weeks, meaning that you can skip one week if you like.  

 All deadlines and content blocks can be found in the Course Outline below.  

 

Digital Citizenship Video Assignment 

 During the month of March, you will create and submit a video in which you explain what 

digital citizenship means to you, how (if) your perspective has changed throughout the first 

part of our course, and strategies or tips to be a better digital citizen in our era.  

 You should incorporate class topics and examples but are also encouraged to incorporate 

your own findings, such as news articles and events or interesting digital products.  

 This video is as much a theoretical definition of digital citizenship as it is a personal reflection, 

so you are encouraged to refer to your personal experiences in and out of the course, even if 

you should still refer to course content. 

 Your video must be three to five minutes long. You can use any form you would like, such as 

slides, drawings, images, voice-over, text, music, your own on-screen presence, etc. Be 

mindful of copyright restrictions and give proper credit when necessary. To save time in your 

video, you can submit a separate .doc/.docx file with your sources if you prefer. Make sure to 

follow a proper citation style (MLA, APA, Chicago, etc.). 

 Our last tech capsule of February will revolve around video editing and will help you with some 

details related to this assignment. 

 Your video assignment will be graded based on the quality of content and arguments and 

based on the creativity in presenting your ideas about digital citizenship.  

 You must submit your video assignment via myCourses during the month of March. Please 

note that this assignment has an open deadline, meaning that you can submit your video at 

any time from March 1st to March 31st. I strongly suggest you submit it as soon as possible to 

avoid delays caused by technical issues such as loading times.  

 

[Assessment section continues on next page] 

https://mcgill.service-now.com/itportal?id=kb_article&sys_id=63e506eddbb090145d595099dc961974
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Case Study Infographic 

 You will create an infographic in which you describe and discuss a case study and how it relates 

to digital citizenship. You can follow the examples we will encounter during our course. 

However, you must focus on a case study of your own finding, that is, you cannot focus on a 

case study we covered in class.  

 Your case study must be the analysis of a digital product from the perspective of digital 

citizenship.  

 You can focus on a specific topic or portion of digital citizenship, like we did in class, such 

as digital literacy, online interactions, cyberviolence, social relations, digital equity, 

representation and counter-representation, (post)human relations, etc.  

 Your digital product can be of any nature, for example, an app, an image, a video, a 

theory, a browser extension, a game, a website, a hashtag, a recording, a piece of audio 

or music, an exhibit, a work of art, a project, a piece of code, a movie, etc.  

 Your infographic should have engaging text and well-thought arguments, be visually 

appealing, and use images, icons, and symbols effectively to illustrate your ideas. You will be 

graded based on the quality of content and arguments and based on the creativity of your 

infographic.  

 You must submit your infographic via myCourses as a .pdf, .png, or .jpg/.jpeg file (no other 

formats are allowed). To save space, you can submit a separate .doc/.docx file with your 

sources. Make sure to follow a proper citation style (MLA, APA, Chicago, etc.). 

 You can use Microsoft software such as Word or PowerPoint, open-source software such as 

GIMP, or online platforms such as Canva to create your infographic. You can find additional 

resources for your infographic on myCourses.  

 You are welcome to discuss with me any ideas you might have for your infographic at any 

point during the term. 

 

Privacy Policy and Protection 

 In order to protect privacy and security, students should not include personal information 

(McGill or otherwise) on their course-related sites.  

 Please note that Weebly “do[es] not collect or use ‘sensitive consumer information’ and 

do[es] not offer or sell to any third party any data based on sensitive consumer information” 

(see Weebly’s Privacy Notice). In addition, and to maximize the protection of your personal 

data, we will use encrypted emailing services for the creation of your Weebly account. This 

means that you will not be required to share your personal information, including email 

addresses (McGill or otherwise), with the platform.  

 During our second tech capsule, we will learn several ways to make your website password-

protected to further strengthen your website’s security. I suggest not publishing any 

information on your website prior to this session. You can leave your site unpublished until 

we make sure that it is fully protected. Further details will be given during our first and 

second tech capsules.  

 If, despite our privacy measures, you still have concerns about your website and/or your 

privacy, please let me know as soon as possible so we can find appropriate alternatives 

https://mcgill.service-now.com/itportal?id=kb_article&sys_id=63e506eddbb090145d595099dc961974
https://www.gimp.org/
https://www.canva.com/en_gb/
https://www.weebly.com/app/help/us/en/topics/weebly-privacy-notice-may-23-2018
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and/or arrange a different method for you to work during this course.  

 

Late Submission Policy 

 All deadlines are set at 9:00 pm (Montréal time) on the due date.  

 Late submissions can only be excused due to physical or mental health issues or other severe 

reasons by providing the corresponding documentation to justify the lateness.  

 Extensions are only granted for physical or mental health issues or other severe reasons.  

 If you are in a time zone other than Montréal’s and require adjustments for submissions, you 

should contact me as soon as possible so we can agree on a different date/time for your 

submissions. Please note that no matter where you are, your submission will always be before 

the Montréal-based deadline.  

 Unjustified late submissions of mini quizzes are not accepted and will automatically get 0%.  

 Unjustified late submissions of blog posts or comments, and group progress reporting are not 

accepted and will negatively impact your grade. 

 Given that you have an entire month to submit it, unjustified late submissions of the video 

assignment will not be accepted and will automatically get 0%.  

 Unjustified late submissions of infographics are accepted only within a week after the deadline 

with a deduction of 5% (of its final-grade value) per day of lateness (including weekends).  

 

 

[Syllabus continues on next page] 
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Course Outline 
 

Please note that this schedule is tentative and subject to change. It is your responsibility to check the 

schedule on myCourses regularly. You are also expected to attend and/or watch the recordings for Zoom 

sessions to be up to date with announcements and important information. All materials are available 

online (free or through McGill’s Library). 

 

***CONTENT WARNING*** 
The content and discussions in this course will necessarily engage with sensitive topics and materials, which 

can be emotionally and intellectually challenging. I will do my best to make this course a safe space where 

we can engage bravely, empathetically, and thoughtfully with difficult content every week. If you have any 

concerns or difficulties working with any of the topics or materials included in the outline, please feel free 

to contact me. For further information, see the Important resources and information section at the end of 

this syllabus.  

 

Week 1 

Thursday, January 7: Introduction 

 Topics 

 Course presentation 

 Syllabus review 

 Student introductions and group formation 

 

* Introductory Block: Digital Citizenship * 

 
Introductory Block, Week 2 

Tuesday, January 12: Understanding digital citizenship 

 Topics 

 Digital citizenship as literacy 

 Digital citizenship and community 

 Radical digital citizenship 

 Readings 

 Bearden, Susan M. “Chapter 1. What Is Digital Citizenship?” Digital Citizenship: A 

Community-Based Approach, 2016, pp. 1-11.  

 Emejulu, Akwugo and Callum McGregor. “Towards a radical digital citizenship in digital 

education.” Critical Studies in Education, vol. 60, no. 1, pp. 131-147. 

 

Thursday, January 14 

 Case study: Netiquette 

 Guidelines and all external resources in the Netiquette section of this syllabus (pp. 5-6).   

 TEDx Talks. “Kid, you posted WHAT?! How to raise a digital citizen | Keegan Korf | 

TEDxOmaha.” YouTube, 2017. 

 Tech capsule 1: Intro to Weebly 

 

https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/945976102
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/945976102
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/8061956904
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/8061956904
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ztgSr42CSEI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ztgSr42CSEI
http://www.weebly.com/
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Introductory Block, Week 3 

Tuesday, January 19: Learning in online environments 

 Topics 

 Social relations and learning online 

 Strategies and challenges  

 Culture and online learning 

 Readings 

 Barnes, Susan. “Social Norms.” Socializing the Classroom: Social Networks and Online 

Learning. Lexington Books, 2012, Chapter 7 (n/p).  

 Jung, Insung. “Cultural Influences on Online Learning.” Jung, Insung, and Charlotte 

Nirmalani Gunawardena, editors. Culture and Online Learning: Global Perspectives and 

Research. Stylus Publishing, LLC, 2014, pp. 15-24. 

 

Thursday, January 21st 

 Case study: Zoom 

 Lukeafk. “i ‘forgot’ my camera was on - zoom online class trolling.” YouTube, 2020. 

 Warnock, Caroline. “Zoom Bombing: 5 Fast Facts You Need to Know.” heavy, April 2, 

2020. 

 O’Flaherty, Kate. “Zoom’s A Lifeline During COVID-19: This Is Why It’s Also A Privacy 

Risk.” Forbes, March 25, 2020. 

 Tech capsule 2: Privacy protection on Weebly 

 

* Add/Drop Deadline: January 22nd * 

* Online Engagement Evaluation Scheme Option Deadline * 

 

 

* Content Block 1: Interactions * 

 
Content Block 1, Week 4 

Tuesday, January 26: Social media and everyday life 

 Topics 

 Networking and networked publics 

 Living through social media 

 Living without social media 

 Readings 

 boyd, danah. “Social Network Sites as Networked Publics: Affordances, Dynamics, and 

Implications.” Zizi Papacharissi. A Networked Self: Identity, Community, and Culture on 

Social Network Sites (Part I, Chapter 2), Routledge, 2010, pp. 39-58. 

 Bucher, Taina. “Networking, or What the Social Means in Social Media.” Social Media + 

Society, 2015, pp. 1-2 

 

 

https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/795762124
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/795762124
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/908042768
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/908042768
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LymmLhwdFwU
https://heavy.com/news/2020/04/zoom-bombing/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/kateoflahertyuk/2020/03/25/zooms-a-lifeline-during-covid-19-this-is-why-its-also-a-privacy-risk/?sh=e7a5c4928ba8
https://www.forbes.com/sites/kateoflahertyuk/2020/03/25/zooms-a-lifeline-during-covid-19-this-is-why-its-also-a-privacy-risk/?sh=e7a5c4928ba8
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/664551729
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/664551729
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/5825131121
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Thursday, January 28 

 Case study: Quitting social media 

 TEDx Talks. “Why Social Media Is Ruining Your Life | Katherine Ormerod | 

TEDxManchester.” YouTube, 2019. 

 BBC Ideas. “Why people are choosing to quit social media | BBC Ideas.” YouTube, 2020. 

 CNBC. “Why Quitting Facebook And Instagram Made Me Happier.” YouTube, 2018. 

 Tech capsule 3: Blog pages and comments on Weebly 

 
Content Block 1, Week 5 

Tuesday, February 2nd: (Cyber)Violence 

 Topics 

 Online behaviours and violence 

 Challenges to online interactions 

 Anonymity and responsibility 

 Readings 

 Ge, Xiaoyu. “Social Media Reduce Users' Moral Sensitivity: Online Shaming as a Possible 

Consequence.” Aggressive Behavior, vol. 46, no. 5, 2020, pp. 359–369. 

 Pachego, Edgar, Neil Melhuish, and Jandy Fiske. “Image-based sexual abuse: A 

snapshot of New Zealand adults’ experiences.” Netscape, 2019. 

 

Thursday, February 4th 

 Case study: Online shaming 

 Infobase and TED. “Tedtalks, Jon Ronson--When Online Shaming Spirals Out of 

Control.” TED, 2016. 

 Jivanda, Tomas. “Top PR exec Justine Sacco under fire for sending racist tweet before 

flying to Africa.” Independent, December 21, 2013. 

 Tech capsule 4: HTML & CSS on Weebly 

 
Content Block 1, Week 6 

Tuesday, February 9: Self(ies) and community 

 Topics 

 The self and others 

 Community and self(ishness) 

 Solidarity and spectacle 

 Readings 

 Harris, Kandace. “‘Follow me on Instagram:’ ‘Best Self’ Identity Construction and Gaze 

through Hashtag Activism and Selfie Self-Love.” Givens, Sonja M. Brown, and Keisha 

Edwards Tassie, editors. Women of Color and Social Media Multitasking: Blogs, Timelines, 

Feeds, and Community. Lexington Books, 2015, pp. 131-143. 

 Hartung, Catherine. “Selfies for/of Nepal: Acts of Global Citizenship and Bearing 

Witness.” Kuntsman, Adi, editor. Selfie Citizenship. Springer Science and Business 

Media, 2017, pp. 39-47. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sBeWrNgMVeM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sBeWrNgMVeM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ij_xXZAhJPs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=69Il1AHsT-c
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/8604223774
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/8604223774
https://www.netsafe.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/IBSA-report-2019_Final.pdf
https://www.netsafe.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/IBSA-report-2019_Final.pdf
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1143519079
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1143519079
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/people/news/top-pr-exec-under-fire-sending-racist-tweet-flying-africa-9019644.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/people/news/top-pr-exec-under-fire-sending-racist-tweet-flying-africa-9019644.html
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/926918044
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/926918044
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/972331002
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Thursday, February 11 

 Case study: #selfie 

 “Hashtags for #selfie.” best-hashtags.com. 

 “Hashtags for #selfie in 2020 to be popular and trending in Instagram, TikTok.” Top-

Hashtags, 2020 (pay special attention to the bottom part with links to #selfie on 

different social media; visit and browse at least one social media platform). 

  “Selfie.” Urban Dictionary (read through some of the users’ definitions).  

 The Chainsmokers. “#SELFIE (Official Music Video) - The Chainsmokers.” YouTube, 

2014. 

 Tech capsule 5: Embedding media on Weebly 

 

 

* Content Block 2: Empathy * 

 

* Content Block 1 (Posts, Mini Quizzes and Group Progress) Deadline: Feb. 16 * 

 
Content Block 2, Week 7 

Tuesday, February 16: Empathetic gaming experiences  

 Topics 

 Empathetic games and goals 

 Gaming experiences and empathetic design 

 Challenges to gaming-based empathy 

 Readings 

 Belman, Jonathan and Mary Flanagan. “Designing Games to Foster Empathy.” 

Cognitive Technology, vol. 14, no. 2, pp. 5-15. 

 Shaw, Ian Graham Roland, and Barney Warf. “Worlds of Affect: Virtual Geographies of 

Video Games.” Environment and Planning A: Economy and Space, vol. 41, no. 6, 2019, pp. 

1332–1343. 

 

Thursday, February 18 

 Case study: Journey (for all videos, please also take a look at the comments section on 

YouTube) 

 IGN. “Journey – Game Review.” YouTube, 2012. 

 Kab9. “Journey – Meeting a Stranger.” YouTube, 2013. 

 Player’s Narrative. “Journey's subversive Multiplayer design | Player's Narrative.” 

YouTube, 2018. 

 Tech capsule 6: Snippets and anchors on Weebly  

 
Content Block 2, Week 8 

Tuesday, February 23rd: Feminism(s) and (Online) Activism 

 Topics 

 Feminism(s) on and offline, global and local 

 Community creation through activism 

http://best-hashtags.com/hashtag/selfie/
https://top-hashtags.com/hashtag/selfie/
https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Selfie
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kdemFfbS5H0
https://tiltfactor.org/wp-content/uploads2/cog-tech-si-g4g-article-1-belman-and-flanagan-designing-games-to-foster-empathy.pdf
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/436054070
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/436054070
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bKqeD7ojynw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g-MTC7p3qRw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sq_IzTxA2eI
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 Activism and counter-activism 

 Readings 

 Dixon, Kitsy. “Feminist Online Identity: Analyzing the Presence of Hashtag Feminism.” 

Journal of Arts and Humanities, vol. 3, no. 7, 2014, pp. 34-40. 

 Williams, Sherri. “Digital Defense: Black Feminists Resist Violence with Hashtag 

Activism.” Feminist Media Studies, vol. 15, no. 2, 2015, pp. 341-344. 

 Williams, Sherri. “#SayHerName: using digital activism to document violence against 

black women.” Feminist Media Studies, vol. 16, no. 5, 2016, pp. 922-925. 

 

Thursday, February 25 

 Case study: A Rapist in your Path 

 Guardian News. “‘A rapist in your path’: Chilean protest song becomes feminist 

anthem.” YouTube, 2019. 

 Timmers, Laurie. “‘A rapist in your path’: This Chilean feminist anthem is spreading 

around the world.” euronews, 2019. 

 Báez Toro, Luisa Fernanda. “‘A rapist in your path’ and the wave of rape denounces.” 

LatinAmerican Post, 2019. 

 Optional viewing (full anthem with English subtitles): Inside Chile. “‘Un violador en tu 

camino’ by feminist collective Lastesis during the protests in Santiago de Chile.” 

YouTube, 2019. 

 Tech capsule 7: Video editing (download, install, and run Camtasia prior to this session) 

 

* Video Assignment Due: March 1st-31st * 

 

* March 2nd to March 5th: Reading Week * 

 
Content Block 2, Week 9 

Tuesday, March 9: Embodiment, Race, and Virtual Reality  

 Topics 

 Embodied experiences and technology 

 Virtual Reality applications 

 VR racial experiences 

 Readings 

 Riva, Giuseppe. “From virtual to real body: virtual reality as embodied technology.” 

Journal of CyberTherapy and Rehabilitation, vol. 1, no. 1, 2008, pp. 7-22.  

 Banakou, Domna, Parasuram D. Hanumanthu, and Mel Slater. “Virtual Embodiment of 

White People in a Black Virtual Body Leads to a Sustained Reduction in Their Implicit 

Racial Bias.” Frontiers in Human Neuroscience, 2016, pp. 1-12. + Supplemental Data 

(Video). 

 

Thursday, March 11 

 Case study: 1000 Cut Journey 

 Columbia U School of Social Work. “VR Experience Raises Awareness of Implicit Racial 

https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/8539188561
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/8539188561
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/5737378351
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/5737378351
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/6782161183
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/6782161183
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s5AAscy7qbI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s5AAscy7qbI
https://www.euronews.com/2019/12/07/a-rapist-in-your-path-this-chilean-feminist-anthem-is-spreading-around-the-world
https://www.euronews.com/2019/12/07/a-rapist-in-your-path-this-chilean-feminist-anthem-is-spreading-around-the-world
https://latinamericanpost.com/31129-a-rapist-in-your-path-and-the-wave-of-rape-denounces
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZWHua6PHa8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZWHua6PHa8
https://mcgill.onthehub.com/WebStore/ProductsByMajorVersionList.aspx
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/693920243
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/7179619577
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/7179619577
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/7179619577
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3AjXWjrKJdg
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Bias.” YouTube, 2018. 

 NBC News. “Can VR Teach Racial Empathy? | Mach | NBC News.” YouTube, 2018. 

 Cogburn, Courtney. “Building a Virtual Reality Experience.” YouTube, posted by Smith 

College School for Social Work, 2019. 

 Tech capsule 8: RSS (Weebly and Feedly) 
 

Content Block 2, Week 10 

Tuesday, March 16: Digital Music and Indigenous Presence 

 Topics 

 Technoculture and technocolonialism 

 Indigenous activism 

 Agency and counter-coloniality 

 Readings 

 Lysloff René and Leslie Gay Jr. “Chapter 1: Introduction. Ethnomusicology in the 

Twenty-First Century.” Lysloff, René et al. Music and Technoculture, Wesleyan 

University Press, 2013, pp. 1-22. 

 Hilder, Thomas. “Music, Indigeneity, Digital Media. An Introduction.” Hilder, Thomas, 

et al. Music, Indigeneity, Digital Media, University of Rochester Press, 2017, pp. 1-11 only. 

 

Thursday, March 18 

 Case study: Tr1be Music 

 Tr1be Music’s website + About page 

 Tr1be Music’s Facebook 

 Tr1be Music’s YouTube Channel 

 Tr1be Music’s Instagram 

 Tech capsule 9: Image search and CC licences 

 

 

* Content Block 3: (Post)Humans * 

 
* Content Block 2 (Posts, Mini Quizzes and Group Progress Deadline): Mar. 23 * 

 

Content Block 3, Week 11 

Tuesday, March 23rd: Nonhumans in Nature and Technology 

 Topics 

 Re-understanding nature through technology 

 Nature-technology relationships  

 Interspecies and transspecies communication 

 Readings 

 Sinclair, Stéfan, and Stephanie Posthumus. “Digital? Environmental: Humanities.” 

Heise, Ursula K, et al., editors. The Routledge Companion to the Environmental 

Humanities. Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group, 2017, pp. 369-377.  

 Heise, Ursula. “The Android and the Animal.” PMLA, no. 124, vol. 2, 2009, pp. 503-510.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3AjXWjrKJdg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N5Ya9F28ks4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uLKTaduPtJI
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/874029534
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/974947470
https://www.tr1bemusic.com/
https://www.tr1bemusic.com/about
https://www.facebook.com/tr1bemusic/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCertBtUSwbwpIrQTsW_rnDg
https://www.instagram.com/tr1be_music/
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/967982400
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/967982400
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/5790776648
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Thursday, March 25 

 Case study: Elowan 

 Sareen, Harpreet and Elbert Tiao. “Elowan: A plant-robot hybrid.” MIT Media Lab + 

video.  

 Aouf, Rima Sabina. “MIT ‘cyborg botany’ researcher builds plant-robot hybrid called 

Elowan.” dezeen, 2018. 

 Tech capsule 10: Information verification tools 

 
Content Block 3, Week 12 

Tuesday, March 30: The Internet of Things 

 Topics 

 Smart devices, tools or companions? 

 Inter-device communication  

 (Post)human relationships 

 Readings 

 Simplilearn. “IoT - Internet of Things | What is IoT? | IoT Explained in 6 Minutes | How 

IoT Works | Simplilearn.” YouTube, 2020. 

 Karimova, Gulnara Z, et al. “Society of Things: An Alternative Vision of Internet of 

Things.” Cogent Social Sciences, vol. 1, no. 1, 2015. 

 Lupton, Deborah. “The Internet of Things: Social Dimensions.” Sociology Compass, vol. 

14, no. 4, 2020. 

 

Thursday, April 1st 

 Case study: Voice Assistants 

 Alexa Developers. “Introducing Alexa Conversations.” YouTube, 2020. 

 CNET. “Siri, Alexa, even Google... teach me how to love again!” YouTube, 2020. 

 Tech capsule 11: SEO parameters and website verification 

 
Content Block 3, Week 13 

Tuesday, April 6: Artificial Intelligence and emotional bonding 

 Topics 

 Sexual and emotional relationships 

 Humans and robots 

 Technology and (non)humanness  

 Readings 

 Elson, David. “Artificial Intelligence.” Ryan, Marie-Laure, et al. The Johns Hopkins Guide 

to Digital Media. Johns Hopkins University Press, 2014, pp. 18-23. 

 Lee, Jason. “Chapter 1. Robotic Evolution.” Sex Robots: The Future of Desire. Palgrave 

Macmillan, 2017, pp. 1-17. 

 CNET. “Where sexbots come alive: Tour the RealDoll factory.” YouTube, 2017. 

 ABC News. “You can soon buy a sex robot equipped with artificial intelligence for about 

$20,000.” YouTube, 2018. 

 

https://www.media.mit.edu/projects/elowan-a-plant-robot-hybrid/overview/
https://www.dezeen.com/2018/12/07/mit-elowan-cyborg-botany-plant-robot-hybrid/
https://www.dezeen.com/2018/12/07/mit-elowan-cyborg-botany-plant-robot-hybrid/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6mBO2vqLv38
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6mBO2vqLv38
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/5996664105
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/5996664105
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/8570620349
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1nYfRvg976E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AkEZFHV8Be0
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/875894435
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/875894435
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/978139077
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ppa14igVPmU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-cN8sJz50Ng
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-cN8sJz50Ng
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Thursday, April 8 

 Case study: Sophia 

 Hanson Robotics. “Sophia.” (Official Website) 

 Brain Bar. “My Greatest Weakness is Curiosity | Sophia the Robot at Brain Bar.” 

YouTube, 2018. 

 Tech capsule 12: Privacy tools 

 

* Content Block 3 (Posts, Mini Quizzes and Group Progress Deadline): Apr. 13 * 

 
Week 14 

Tuesday, April 13: Conclusions 

 Final remarks about the course 

 Infographic and e-portfolio Q&A 

 

* E-Portfolio Deadline (for website design grade): April 19th * 

 

* Infographic Due: April 27th * 

 

 

[Syllabus continues on next page] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.hansonrobotics.com/sophia/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Io6xuGmS5pM
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Important Resources and Information  
 

Academic Integrity 

McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the meaning 

and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code of Student 

Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures. 

 

It is your responsibility to understand McGill’s policies on academic integrity and honesty. Any 

violations of, or attempts to violate, these policies will result in strict disciplinary action. Most 

students violate academic integrity out of desperation and/or stress. If you ever feel tempted to 

plagiarize or cheat on any assignments, please think twice, contact me, and we can discuss 

options for managing your workload.  

 

Mental Health 

University life can be very stressful, and most students face mental health issues at some point in 

their degree. McGill has many resources to aid students in these situations. If you need help, you 

can contact me or McGill’s Wellness Hub. This course asks you to share content online through 

different means and it covers sensitive material, all of which might make you uncomfortable or 

distressed. If you experience any such feelings at any point, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Accessibility and Universal Design 

I strive to make my course materials and assignments as accessible as possible to all types of 

learners. If you have any problems accessing readings, videos, or recordings, completing 

assignments, or participating in in-class discussions, please do not hesitate to contact me. You 

may also contact McGill’s Office for Students with Disabilities for a wide range of resources. If you 

are already registered at OSD, please let me know at the start of the semester so that I can be 

aware of your needs, and we can discuss strategies for your success in the course.  

 

Equity and Diversity 

I am firmly committed to diversity, inclusion, and equity in all areas of (campus) life for all races, 

genders, nationalities, cultures, religions, sexualities, ages, abilities, and identities. In this class, we 

will all work to promote an anti-discriminatory environment where everyone feels safe and 

welcome. I recognize that discrimination can be direct or indirect and take place at both 

institutional and personal levels. I believe that such discrimination is unacceptable and am 

committed to eliminating all discrimination, harassment, bullying, or victimization in my classes. If 

you are interested in learning more about social equity and diversity, please do not hesitate to 

contact me or visit McGill’s Equity website.  

 

Course Changes and Information 

In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University’s control, the content and/or 

evaluation scheme in this course is subject to change. 

 

https://www.mcgill.ca/secretariat/files/secretariat/code_of_student_conduct_and_disciplinary_procedures.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/secretariat/files/secretariat/code_of_student_conduct_and_disciplinary_procedures.pdf
https://mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest
https://www.mcgill.ca/wellness-hub/
https://www.mcgill.ca/osd/
https://mcgill.ca/equity/
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In the event of any conflict or inconsistency between the information in this syllabus and 

information provided on myCourses or other means, the terms of the syllabus shall prevail. 

 

 

In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have the right 

to submit in English or French any written work that is to be graded. 

 

Conformément à la Charte des droits de l’étudiant de l’Université McGill, chaque étudiant a le droit 

de soumettre en français ou en anglais tout travail écrit devant être noté. 

 

 

 

[End of syllabus] 

 


